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In 1955, the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, which was composed of Jewish
refugees from many nations, toured Italy. The Orchestra performed a concert at
the Vatican on May 26, 1955. According to the Jerusalem Post (May 29, 1955),
“Conductor Paul Klecki had requested that the Orchestra on its first visit to
Italy play for the Pope as a gesture of gratitude for the help his Church had
given to all those persecuted by Nazi Fascism.”
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