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Should Pope Pius XII have re-
mained silent during World ﬂ'iirr
I while six million Jews and
thousands of Christians wem!:.fa
their deaths? No other question
has so troubled moradlists in this
century. After reading through the
astonishing documentation on the
following pages, Eugéne Cardinal
Tisserant, dean of the Sacred Col-
lege. thanked the author and wrote,
“It is well that the whole truth be
known.” Printed here, hefore pub-
lication inthe U.S., are excerpts from
Pius XI1I and the Third Reich, histo-
rian Saul Friedlander’s study of Nazi
Germany-Holy See diplomacy. The
author uncovered most of the ma-
terial in German Foreign Office ar-
chives. Therestis from U.S., British,
French and Israeli sources. Fried-
lindercites available Vatican papers,
but he, like other outside historians,
was denied access to Vatican archives
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when he sought to compare Holy See

“accounts with Nazi claims about the

wartime role of the Papacy.

Because the authors of the docu-
ments are mostly Nazi diplomats,
their reliability is at least question-
able. To assess their dispatches
knowledgeably, Loox enlisted the

MI
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help of the priest who knew Pius XII
better than any other in the Vatican
during the war years—his German-
born secretary and personal confi-
dant, Father Robert Leiber, S.J.
After studying Friedlinder’s work in
its earlier German and French edi-
tions, the 79-year-old priest, living in
retirement in Rome, agreed to dis-
cuss passages from the book in a
tape-recorded interview. His com-
ments, some as surprising as the
book itself, are included.

The edited documentation—with
Friedlander’s citations and Leiber’s
comments—begins on the next page
with the German account of the meet-
ing in the Vatican of Foreign Minister
Joachim von Ribbentrop and Pope
Pius XTI, which the Vatican has pre-
served complete on a voice recording.
Ribbentrop probably never knew he
had made it, and the Vatican has not
yet made any transcript of it public.
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On March 11, 1940, the day after his arrival in
Rome, Joachim ron Ribbentrop, Reich Minister
jor Foreign Affairs, was received by Pope Pius
XII. The follawing excerpt from an account of
their conversalion icas probably written by Rib-
bentrop himselj: The Pope bezan the conversation
with a reference to his 17 years of activity in Ger-
many. These had probably been, he =sid. the best
vears of his life. and the Reich Government could be
certain that he had, and always would have, & warm
place in his heart for Germany.

The Minister stressed that he would speak frank-
Iy and without diplomatic circumlocution, the Pope
assenting vigorously. The Minister then took up the
subjcet of the basic relationship between the National.
Socialist State and the Catholic Church. and expound-
ed the German standpoint in the following terms:

The Fiihrer, he said, was of the opinion that an
agreement on fundamentals hetween National Social-
jem and the Catholic Chureh was entirely possible.
However, there was no object in trying to regulate
the relations between the two by tackling isolated
gquestions of ene kind or anether or by making pro-
vicional arrangements. Rather, they must one day
reach a comprehensive clarification of the relation.
ship, which would then form a genuinely durable
foundation for a harmonious interplay of the factors
involved. But the lime had not yet come for such a
clarificaticn. Germany was engaged in a strugzle for
existence, which natarally was consuming all its en-
ergies and which did not permit the Fithrer to devote
his altention to other problems. Moreover, it must be
borne in mind that an understanding between Na-
tional Socialism and the Catholic Church depended
on one cardinal prerequisite, namely, that the Cath-
olic clergy in Germany renonnce political activity in
any shape or form and confine themselves exclusively
to the cure of souls. Today, the Catholic clergy in Ger-
many do not as yel scem to have fully realized the ne-
cessity of so radical a distinetion. In Germany, he
said, the Catholic Church had appropriated positions
and powers of the most varied kind, which could net
be reconciled with the absolute necessity that the
Church restrict itself to the care of souls. The Catholic
clersy maust first allow themselves to be progressively
canvinesd that the advent of National Socialism had
brought into being an entirely new form of the state
and the national life as a whole. Only when they had
done =0 would it be possible 1o approach the task of
thrashing out fundamentals and reaching an under-
standing with any hope of lasting success. In the
Fiihrer’s opinion, the important thing for the lime he-
ing was lo mainlain—if possible, extend—the exizting
truce. Considerable advance concessions had heen
made on the German side. The Fuhrer had quached
no fewer than 7.000 cases against Catholic priest=. It
should alzo not be forzolten that the National-Social-
ist Statc was spending one billion reichsmarks an-
nually on the Catholic Church, an achievement of
which no other state conld hoast.

The Pope chowed understanding of the state-
ments made by the Reich Minister for Foreizn Affairs
and frankly conceded the facts mentioned. He tried,
of course, to turn the conversation to particular prob-
lems and complaints on the part of the Curia, but did
not persist when the Minister emphasized again that a
fundamental and all-embracing clarification of the

whole field of relations between state and church was |

neceszary, but not posihle until later.

In conclusion, the Reich Minister for Foreign
Affairs drew attention to the historic fact that never
before in history had the stability of the Chorch been
o little affected by a revelution as radiczl as that
which National Socialism had produced in the entire
life of the Gerinan people. On the contrary, it was, in
the final analysis, only the assumption of power by
National Socialism that had prevented the outbreak

of Bolshevist chaos in Europe, by which religious life
2= cuch would have been destroyed. On the other
hand, the Minister made it clear that the relationship
between Germany and the Soviet Union had funda-

tive relations between the two countries had been
created, and this had been made possible for National
Socialism hecause the German people were now im-
mune to any form of Communizt infection and be-
canse no further attempts were being made on the
| Soviet side to zain zround in Germany for the jdeas
of world revolution.

Faraer Rosent LEmBER's conment: [ read the re-
port Ribbentrop handed in in Berlin, and wos most
sirrprised. It was all completely new to me, because |

tani even today on tape. The conversation consisted af
tico parts. The first concerned the situation of the
Catholics in Germany. Since 1939, the confroversy
beticeen the Catholic Church and National Socialism
had become ever sharper. Ribbenirap's answer to
everything the Pope said 1o him abous the situation
sas always the same: “Yes, we are af war, and you
will understand, Your Holiness, that our alfenlion is
entirely concenlrated on ir. These are questions I can-
not answer at preseni. They must be solved later™
The second part of the conversalion wwas compar-
atively short. The Pope said: “ e now come to war
and peace.” Ribbentrop inferrupted him rather sharp-
Iy, saying: “Your Heliness, if we must speak about

vation. In this discussion, our point of departure must
be that within this same year, 1940, France and En-

gland will beg Germany for peace.” The Pope inter-
rupted him: “That is what Hitler thinks. Phat is the
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mentally changed. A firm and lasting hasis for posi- 8

knew exactly what was said. The exact words are gx- -
l Telegram from Diego von Bergen, German Am-

war and peace, I mast first make the Jollowing obser- |

With a Messing for his listeners, Pius XN ends a wortime broadenst. At right is present Pope Pasl VI.

With a Nazi salute for his greeter, Joachim von Ribbentrop urrives at Vatican for wartime conference with Pins.

apinion of the German people about this?” Ribben-
trop answered: “The German people are convinced
that France and England will beg for peace.” There-
wpon, the Pope ended the conversation, because it was
Jutile to discuss peace on this presupposition.

I cannot remember in the [east thot Ribbentrop
mentioned, as he claims he did, that a firm and last-
ing basis for pesitive relations betiween Germany and
the Soriet Union had been created. The Soviet Union
teas not at all mentioned in the conversation. The
Pape 1was exiremely cautions about such matters. He
did not discuss with Ribbentrop his thoughts an the
Soriet Union. But [ ean remember that when I later
rend Ribbentrop’s German repost, everything in it
tcas new lo me. 11 is my opinion that Ribbentrop had
it all fabricated by someone in the Foreign Office.

e ————

bassador te the Holy See, to Berlin, May 27, 1940:
The view was being expressed today in the Office of
the [Papal] Secretary of State that it would be best
l if France were o sign a separate peace and that Brit-
ain should be left to fizht on alone.

Telegram from Bergen to Berlin, May 29, 1940:
According to my very confidential information, the
view in the Office of the Papal Secretary of State is
L that Belginm would have been well-advised 1o capitu-
2

late and that France should do the same.
Telegram jrom Bergen to Berlin, June 8, 1940:
Opinion in the Vatican has been, and still is, that
France should follow the example of Belgium.
Memorandum by Ernst Woermann, Director of
German Foreign Office Political Department,
June 10, 1940: The [Papal] Nuncio [Msgr. Cesare
| Orsenigo] called on me today in connection with cur-
rent malters. He gave very cordial expression to hi=
' continuesd
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POPE PIUS X1l coatinped

“History may have 1eaéon o 1eproach the Holy See.”

pleasure at the German victories. It seemed as if l'ie
could not wait for ltaly to enter the war, and he re:
marked jokingly that he hoped the Germass wnuld
march into Paris by way of Versailles.

Excerpt from letter written by Eugéne Cﬂrﬂlrml-

Tisserant in the Vatican to the Archbishop uj’
Paris, Emmanuel Cardinal Suhard, June 11, /3
found by the Germans looting the Archhishap’s
Palace: Most Eminent and Reverend Sir: Let th
French be under no illusions; what their enemi
want is their destruction. These past few days, !]'l(i
Italian press has been full of statements by Signos
Mussolini saying: We are prolific, and we want land
And that means uninhabited land. Germany an
Ir,aly therefore, will direct all their efforts at def
stroying the ishabitants of occupied regions, as they
Tiave donie i Poland. Tustzad of dying on the battle:
field, Frenchmen will be obliged to die by inches—
men separated from their wives, and children spared]
perhaps, to serve their conquerors as slaves, for, lo
our enemies, such is the law of war. Our governments
will not understand the true nature of the conflict. and
persist in imagining that this is a war like the wars of
times gone hy. But Fascist ideology and Hil[en'ﬁlj
have transformed the consciences of the young, an
those under thirty-five are willing to commit any
erime {or any purpose ordered by their leader. <
I have persistently requested the Holy See to
issue an encyclical on the duty of the individual to
obey the dictates of conscience because this is the
vital point of Christianity. . . . | fear that history may
have reason to reproach the Holy See with having
pursued a policy of convenience to itself and very
lintle else. This is sad in the extreme. Everyone is
counting on the fact that, Rome having once been
declared an open city, no one in the Curia would ha\e
to suffer: this is ignominioos.

Farrer LeRER's coMMENT: Tisserant is a very m"-
pable man, but a linle passionate. At that time, t{-‘fl!l:i
the Germans were marching into France, he very de
cidedly was of the opinion that the Pope should sids
with France. But the Pope’s conception of the :Elua;
tion was different. He said he would protest againsg
all injustice and ogainst any violence, but withon
naming anyene directly.

Memorandum by Ernst von Weizsicker, Statg
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
March 15, 1940: The [Papal] Nuncio today agai
brought np the subject of the priests in Szclm:nha;
sen [mnnenhahon camp].

I told the Nuncio from the outset that I should
not like 1o raisc any hopes in him that his wish 16
vizit the priests in Sachsenhansen would be fulfilled.
The Nuncio resigned himseli to this, but made l|ll!
following points:

There was, to his knowledge. a sick bay in San:h‘
senhausen in which Catholic priests, among others,
were housed. He azked that: 1. a priest, 1o be select
by the Government, be granted permission to give
comfort and administer the last sacraments to th
invalids there; 2. that priests who die not be cnI

mated because cremation is completely contrary t& |

the principles of the Church; 3. that the priess bg
allowed to receive a breviary and that they be per
mitted 1o celebrate Mass among themselves, in a cell
placed at their disposal, without outside hdp and
without the introduction of any strange priests.

Telegram jrom Ambassador Bergen to Berlim,
June 6, 1940: | hear that Secretary Soro of the
former Italian Embassy in Warsaw was received in
private zudience by the Pope a short time ago. Dur-
ing their talk. the Pope stated he knew very well that

. the innumerable inflammatory rumors about condi-

tions in the General Government [German zone] werg
partially exaggerated. He asked Soro to inform hime
if he could do so without being indiscreet, whether
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constantly recurring rumors of sterilization of Polish
women and girls were based on fact; whether these
women and girls were being transported away to Ger-
man brothels; and whether there were increasing
cases of their being raped by German eccupation
troops. Soro denied this vigorously, pointing out that,
from hiz uninterrupted stay in Warsaw, conditions
there were very well known to him; that he himsslf
had often followed up individual cases and had al-
ways discovered the rumors to be unfounded.

FatHer Lemer’s comment: There certainly was
some exaggerolion. On the other hand, it is entirely
true that the Germans behaved ruthlessly in Poland.
Many priests were murdered al the time. Atrocities
icere commitied. But about what swas stated there, the
Pope could indeed declare: “That is not truef” Soro
told the Pope what had been reported. Pius knew that
what had been reported weas not true the way it had
been reported, as is the case with war rumors. Pius
did not know all that happened in Poland. But this is
true: There was no roping of girls in that form. War
rumors and fruth were mixed up.

Memorandum by State Secretary Weissicker,
September 20, 1940: The Nuncio raised the follow-
ing matter with me today: According to information
reaching him, arrests of priests, amounting so far to
about 200, had occurred a short time ago al many
places in what used to be Poland. . . . No reason for
the arrests had heen brought to his notice. He had
hoped the cases concerned “would be temporary mea-
sures, but it appeared that the arrested men had been
taken to Dachau or Oranienburg [concentration
camps]. Should the reports be confirmed, which he
asked me to investigate, be would be gratefol if rea.
sons could be given. He would assume the measures
involved were those of subordinate officials, not the
result of instructions from any central authority-

Memorandum by Weizsacker, December 11, 1940:
The Nuncio asked me today whether the transfer of
the Catholic priests in concentration camps to Dachau
was already in progress. 1 was unable to give him
any information about this. The Nuncio remarked
sually that he believed a rather large room resem-
;iiing a chapel was being built for these priests in
| Dachau. He mentioned this happily.
Telegram from Ambassador Bergen to Berlin,
January 16, 1941: 1n the New Year's andience grant-
ed to me. | repeated the zood wiches of the Fiihrer and
the Reich Government. Pius XIT asked me to transmit
his sincere thanks; he reciprocated the good wishes,
he said, for the Fiihrer, the Government and all the
German people. He made particular mention of the
Reich Minister for Foreign AHairs, whose visit last
vear he remembered with pleasure. .. Subsequently, |
presented members of the Embassy to the Pope; he
greeted them all in a mest friendly manner and then

.fn Germ an-occupied Rome, Nexi soldiers change Vatican guard stations on p-cm'a! u-nuu{: St Peter's Ba.nhm.

made a short address to us in German, using warm
words to express good wishes, and joyfully recalled
his long sojourn in Germany, with which, he said, he
was linked by the most beautiful memories.

Faruer LEIBER'S COMMENT: At the New Year's audi-
ence, 1941, the German Ambassador was the Dean of
the Dapfmmnc Corps. As such, the Pope could not
remonsirate with him. In mﬁ'rc.iung kim, he had 1o
speak to the entire Diplomatic Corps. 1 should like to
tell you the truth about Dachau then. Between April,
1942, and November of that same yeor, that is to say,
during the summer months, ot a lime when Germany
had siill enough food, 500 Catholic priests died in
the concentration camp at Dachau. | asked someone
who lived then in Dachau, a Pole, “Haw did that
happen?” He answered: “They all died of hunger.
Many of them were Poles, but there were also others,
They were not given sufficient jood.”

Letter from Frit= Menshansen, Charge d’ Afjaires
in the Germany Embassy at the Falican, 1o Berlin,
September 12, 1941: In a confidential 1alk, 2 high-
ranking personality, who is familiar with the moed in
the Vatican and is close to the Italian Government, de-
scribed in these tenms the reasons for the Pope’s re-
serve in regard to our fight against Bolshevik Ruos-
sia: When political measures against the Church in
the Reich had been visibly intensified, Pius XII had
felt that he could no langer be responzible for further
silence on the subject. Nevertheless, when the war
against Soviet Russia began, he had refrained from
taking what was deemed 1o be the necessary step, in
order not to injure Germany or her allies in a phase
of events that was so crucial for the fate of the world.
To go beyond this, and openly take sides in public in
the fight against Soviet Russia, had been made im-
possible for him by German actions.

In his heart. so runs the constantly reiterated

assurance, Pius X1 is on the side of the Axis Powers.
In this connection, allention is also drawn to the
words which he direcied at Ttaly in his last radio ad-
dress, on June 20 this year: “In blessing thee [Rome],
We bless the entire Italian nation, which not only has
the privileze of enclosing the core of Church unity
but combines with this privilege the manifest tokens
of its divine mission.”
Faruer Leger's coMMEeNT: As the Pope pronounced
these words aver Kome, it was more an edmoniiion
than praise. “Think about your responsibility before
the forum of the world "™ That was how everybody
then understood it. | can remember it; I heard it my-
self. It was undersiood as an admenition. He did not
meon Fascist Italy, but Italy in general.

Telegram from Amboassador Bergen to Herlin,
December 11,1941 : In authoritative Vatican circles,
Roosevelt’s behavior [in declaring war against Ger-

continued
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many on December 11, 1941] is criticized with un- | had taken the wisest course by following the flesting

concealed severity. The President (it is said) had not
only made no effort to prevent the war from spread-
ing to other countries, but had finally maneuvered his
own country inlo the war. Thiz aclion was all the
mare reprehensible becanse he had established con-
tact with the Vatican at Christmas, 1939, on the basis
of a program which, according to his own statements,
was aimed precizely at preventing the war from
spreading and al promoting possibilities of peace in
E‘-Er'v h‘a)‘.

Telegram from Ambassador Bergen to Berlin,
December 15, 1941: The verdict on Roosevelt in the
Vatican is becoming sharper and charper in tone. . . .
The judzment of an authoritative Vatican source is
clearly to the effect that [he] has lacked sincerity from
the beginning and that he has played a donble game.

Farrer Lemer’s coMMENT: That is unparalleled
nonsense that Roosevelt was judged more and more
severely in the Vatican. Bergen refers to authoritative
Vatican spokesmen. If it was of adrvantage to Bergen,

he named the -'PF‘“’-'mm" "—"ﬂ"‘b} be it [Lnigf Car- I Conference sinles thatl the Final Solution of the

dinal] Maglione [ihe Valican Secretary af State] or
the Pape himself. But authoritative Vatican spokes-
men? Fhat does that mean ? It is aguin eneof Bergen's
telegrams. The Pope avoided siding with anyorie,

In the autamn of 1941, more than half a million
Jeuwcs were massacred. Al the same lime, concen-
tration of more than tico million Jeics in the ghet-
tos of Poland wwas complet=d.

How much, exactly, was known in the ou- |

tumn of 1941 of what was happening? No docu-
ment receals this. The most that ean be said is that
the Vatican knew that Jews were being deported
toweard Eastern Europe becanse the matter seems
to hare achieved public noloriely, as is indicated
by the attitude of Msgr. Bernhard Lichtenberg.
provost of St. Hedwig's Cathedral, Berlin.

Memorandum from Counselor Haidlen of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to Weizsdcker, No-
vember 11, 1941: With regard to the arrest of pro-
vost Lichtenberg. the official of the Gestapo in charge
of the caze sends the [ﬂ-]lnwing rommunication:
“Lichienberg is =tated to have prayed repeatedly
for the Jews during the public vespers, and not enly
for the baptized Jews but also for the prisoners in
conceniration camps and ‘for the millions of people
who have been made homeless by the war.” He ac-
knowledged &t the same time that he was opposed on
principle to National Socialism and declared that he

wished to share the fate of the Jews deported to the |

East =0 that he could pray for them there.”

An undated memorandum, probably written by
Woermann, folloics Haidlen's in the Stale Secre-
tary’s file: Tt is possible the Nuncio may raize the
matter of the arrest of Lichienberg, provost of St
Hedwig's Cathedral here. The reazon given for the
arrest is that when the last group of Jews was being
deported, Lichtenberg said a prayer for the Jews.

Fateer LEmer's comsmext: ANl that is true. He
prayed alse for the prisoners in the concenlrulion
camps, for the people iwho hud lost their homes as a
result of the war. Then the Gestapo arrested him. He
died while being transported jrom Berlin to Dachau.
I knew Lichtenberg personally. I cannot say thal he
was in every réspect a wise man, but he siood by his
convictions; he was a very courageous man!

Memorandum by Weizsicker, December 5, 1941:
Today, the Nuncio cautiously broached the familiar
topic of hostages with me to ascertain whether a talk
between him and me on the question of the chooting

-

of hostages wonld serve any purpese. | replied to the |

Nuncio that, of all the foreign missions which had
concerned themeelves with the question, the Curia

40 00T 3754

hint | had given to Counselor Colli [an official in the
Nuncio’s office] at a social mesting and refraining
from any forther move. Should the Curia feel im-
pellell, in epite of this, to raise the metter sgain, |
should be obliged to give the Nuncio the same answer
as Haiti, Mexico and others had received. The Nuncio
fully? appreciated this, pointing cut that he had not
1uuc§_|cd on the subject at all and did nol wish to.
FaTHER LEIBER'S COMMENT: Msgr. Orsenigo was a
jriend of Pope Pins the Eleventh. He was 6 man of
honar, with the best intentions. But the situalion was
very'difficult. Pius the Elecenth took him info the dip-
Inmé.l‘it service. It was expected that Orsenigo would
become a cardinal. But Pius the Tiwelfth did not want
to muake him a cardinal. The reason was the weak pos-
ture'he had shown toward Germany!

In January, 1942, the Germons decided on the
Fingl Solution to the Jewish problem, that is, the
exterminotion of all the Jews in the regions an-
der itheir control. The protocol of the Wannsee

Jewish problem wwould have 1o be applied (o some
11 snillion persons.

. What, exacily, did the Holy See know aboui
the extermination af the Jeics from the beginning
of 1942? Documenis at our disposal do not yet
allow us to go beyond the stage of conjeciure.

. Tiwo documents suggest that the Holy See
may have suspected something early in 1942:

‘ 1. Hans Gmelin, a member of the German
legation at Bratislaca, stated under oath in June,
1948, that the Apostolic Nuncio wrote in Febru-
ary, 1942, in tico notes delivered to Mensignor
Tuka, the Slovak Premier, that il was incorrect
1o believe that the Jews were being sent to Poland
to wwork: in realily, theywere being exlerminated.

2. On February 9. Weizsacker wrote in a

nofe an a talk with Nuncio Orsenigo: The Nuncio
acked that consideration be given nevertheless to the
possibility of moving the Catholic priests in the Au-
gh?eil; concentration camp to Dachau. For him, as
reptesentative of the Curia (he said), this was cer-
tainily = modest request.
Tha resson behind this request may hace been
that the Nuncio had certain information at his
disposal concerning the difference beliceen a
“cﬂe_u.lrnll'nn camp™ (Dachau) and an “exter-
mination camp” (Auschcitz).

FaTEER LEiger's comMent: Aboul the Final Solu-
tion, Pius Enew nothing. He belfeved, for instance,
tha§ the Jews in Theresienstadt would be left to live
in & ghetto. He believed that there were lwo types of
Jetis 1o be distingnished : those that were to be “ligui-
duted,” which happened in general in the concenira-
tioa camps, especially ai Auschwitz; and those who
were allowed to live, as at Theresienstadt. The Pope
wa not entirely eorrect there. But that was learned

| anly much later, after the war was over. The Final

Solution, no, he did not know that! I can remember.
W& learged much, but not everything!

Representatives of the Jewish Agency, the World
Jeicish Congress and the Siciss Israelite communi-
¥, after an interciew with Monsignor Bernardini,
the Apostolic Nuncio in Berne, forwarded to him
the following letier and aide-mémoire on March

18, 1942: Your Fxcellency: Further 1o the andience |

which Yoor Excellency was kind enoogh to granl vs
yesterday. we beg leave to zend you enclosed, in ac-
cotdance with your request, two copies of a brief
memorandum on the sitnation of the Jews in the coun-
trits of Central and Eastern Eorope. We take the
fikerty of drawing attention very particularly to the
cates of Slovakia, Croatia, Hungary and Unoccupied
France, where measures already taken or in progress

] g1

“The Pope avoided siding with anyone.”

can perhaps still be rescinded or at least alleviated by
the intervention of the Holy See, 2 we were bold
enough to suzgest to Your Excellency. We take this
opportunity of expressing o you our profound grati-
tude for the benevolent and understanding reception
that you were kind enough to give the delezation from
the Jewizh organizations which had the privilege of
spproaching von yesterday. Assuring Your Excel.

| lency of our respectful esteem, we remain. ete.

The aide-mémoire supplied by the World Jewish
Congress reported that the number of German
and Austrian Jewcs had fallen from around 800.-
000 to 200.000. It claimed that the Reich in-
tended the totzl dispossession or ecen physical
extermination of all Jeics. The claim was based
onreporisciting the numbers of Jewes [ persecuted]
in Reich-controlled countries or lerrilories in
Belgium, Holland, Occupied France, Yugoslavia,
Greece, Paland, Hungary, Rumania and Russia.

Fatner LEmer's coMMeNT: | cannot remember Ber-
nardini’s letter. The Pope did not need to tell me about
it. About his impressions of it, he Eept silent. I think
this is praisewcorthy. Pope Pius, meanwchile, helped
the Jeios as much as he could, especially to go to North
and South America. He spent his whole private for-
tune for that purpase. He also begged the North
American Catholics, icho were ahoays ready 1o gire,
to pul money at his disposal to help the Jews. Pius
spent what he inherited himself, as a Pacelli, from his
family. It was not an enormous sum of money. I refer
fo it only to make it clear that he did what he could.
Dr. Raffaele Cantoni, the political head of the Jewcs
in Rome af the lime, said to me onee,“Whatwewanted
from the Pope was practical aid, so that we should not
die. This he gave us, as much as he was able t0.” He
was entirely satisfied. He did not want the Pope to
make some public proncuncement. That conld be done
today in a democratic almosphere. But ot the lime,
one never knew how the others, Hitler, would react.
Tome, he said: “Whether the Pope spoke or kept silent
was all the same to us. What we wanted from him was
praciical aid. That e did receive.”

On August 3, 1942, Harold H. Tittmann, the
American represenlative at the Holy See in the
absence aof Myron €. Taylor, sent the jollowing
cable to the U.S. State Department: In recent re-
ports 1o the Department, 1 have called attention 1o
the opinion that the failure of the Holy See to protest
publicly against Nazi atrocities iz endangering its
moral prestige and is undermining faith both in the
Church and in the Holy Father himzelf. | have, on a
number of occasions, informally reminded the Vari-
can of this danger, and so have certain of my col-
leagues, but without results. The answer is invariably
that the Pope, in his speeches, has already condemned
offenses against morality in wartime and that to be
epecific now would only make matters worse. Yester-
day, the Brazilian Amhbassador to the Holy See called
on me to inguire whether I would be prepared to join
in a concerted demarche to persuade the Pope to con-
demn publicly and in specific terms the Nazi atroci-
ties in German-occupied areas. While 1 doubl very
much that the Pope can be moved to take the desired
action, I cannot zee that the demarche could do any
harm. and 1 believe it would serve to reinforce the
individual reminders that have heretofore been made.
If the Department feels that it is desirable that [ take
part in such a demarche, | would appreciate receiving
instructions at an early date.
On Augusi 4, U.5. Secretary of State Cordell Hull
approced Tillmann's requesl.
Memorandam from Tittmann lo Vatican Secretary
of State. Maglione, September 14, 1942: In zocord-
ance with instructions received from his Government,
the Chargé d"Affaires of the United States to the Holy
See has the honor to call the attention of His Emi-
continued
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nence the Cardinal Secretary of State to the cruel and
inhuman treatment by the Hitler forces of the civil
populstions in areas occupied by the Germans. He
desires 1o point out that these incredible horrors have
been universally condemned and that this universal
condemnation has been reflected in the expressions
of all free peoples.

The Charge d'Affaires has also been authorized

to point out the helpful effect that 2 similar condem-
nation of these alrocities by the Holy Father would
have in bringing abont some check on the unbridled
and uncalled-for actions of the Nazi regime.
Brazil, Great Britain, Belgium, Poland, Uruguay
and Yugoslavia sent notes in much the same
terms to the Fatican Secretary of State. 4 few days
later, Myron C. Taylor delivered to Cardinal Mag-
lione a note that was infinitely more explicit: Vati-
can City, September 26, 1942, My Dear Cardinal
Maglione: 1 have the honor o bring to the attention
of Your Eminence the following memorandum which
haz been received from my Government: “The follow-
ing was received from the Geneva Office of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine in a letter dated August 30th,
1942, That office received the report from two reliable
eyewimesses (Aryans), one of whom came on August
14th from Poland:

“1) Without any distinction, all Jews, irrespec-
tive of age or sex, are being remaved from the War-
saw Ghetto in groups and shot. Their corpses are uti-
lized for making fats, and their bones, for the manu-
facture of fertilizer.

“2) About 50,000 Jews have been executed in
Lemberg during the past month. According to anather
report, 100,000 have been massacred in Warsaw.
There is not one Jew left in the entire district east of
Poland, including Occupied Russiz. Itis also reported,
in this connection, that the entire non-Jewish popula-
tion of Sebastopol was mur

“3) Jews deported from Germany, Belgium, Hol-
lznd, France, and Slovakia are sent to be butchered,
while Aryans deported to the east from Holland and
France are genuinely used for work.

“4) Inasmnch as butcherings of this kind wonld
attract great aftention in the West [sic], they must
first of all deport them to the east, where less oppor-
tunity is afforded to outsiders of knowing what is
going on. During the last few weeks, a large part of
the Jewish population deported to Lithuznia and
Lablin has already been executed.

“S) Arrangements are made for new deporta-
tions as soon as space is made by executions. Cara-
vans of such deportees being transported in catile
cars are often se=n. There are about forty people in
each cattle car. .. ™

“The Pope protested against every wrong.”

I should much appreciate it if Your Eminence
could inform me whether the Vatican has any infor-
mation that wonld tend to confirm the reports con-
tained in this memorandum. If so, I should like to
know whether the Haly Father has any suggestions
2 to any practiczl manner in which the forces of
civilized public opinion could be utilized in order to
prevent a continuation of these barharities.

On October 6,1942, Tittmann informed the State
Department that other Latin-American countries

| had associated themselves with the initiative of

the Brasilian Ambassador. The Chargé & Affaires
added: The Holy Sec is till apparently convinced
that a forthright denunciation by the Pope of Nazi
atrocities, al least in so far as Poland is concerned,
wonld only result in the violent desths of many more
people. Meer. [Giovanni Battista] Montin [now Pope
Paul VI], however, stated to me that the time may
come when, in spite of such a grievous prospect, the
Holy Father will fee! himzelf obliged to spesk out. . . .
Another motive, possibly the controlling one, behind
the Pope’s disinclination to d Narzi atrocities
is his fear that if he does so now, the German peaple,
in the bilterness of their defeat, will reproach him
later on for having contributed, if only indirectly, to
this defeat. When it is borne in mind that Piue XIT
had many years of conditioning in Germany, it will
not seem unnatural that he should be particularly
sensible to this particular argument.

Cable from Tittmann to Hull, October 10, 1942;
Holy See replied to Mr. Taylor's letter regarding the
predicament of the Jews in Poland in an informal
and unsigned stat t handed me by the Cardinal
Secretary of State. The statement says that reports of
severe measures taken against non-Aryans have also
reached the Holy Sez from other sources, hut that up
to the present time, it has not been possible to verify
the accuracy thereof. However, the statement adds it
is well known that the Holy See is taking advantage
of every opportunity offered in order to mitizate the
suffering of non-Aryans. I regret that the Holy See
could not have been more helpful, but it was evident
from the attitude of the Cardinal that it has ng prac-
tical suzgestions to make. T think it is perhaps likely
that the belief is held that there is litsle hope of check-
ing Nazi barbarities by any method except that of
physical force coming from withont.

Cable from Tiltmann to Hull, December 24,
1942: In a recent conversation with the Cardinal Sec.
retary of State, 1 referred to the Joint Declaration of
the United [Allied] Nations on the mass extermina-
tion of the Jews in German-occupied countries and
asked him whether there was nol something the Holy
See could do along similar lines. He replisd as before
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{0 the effect that the Holy See was unsble to denounce
publicly particular atrocities, but that it had fre-
guently condemned atrocities in general. He added
{hat everything possible was being done privately to
relieve the distress of the Jews. Although deploring
¢ruelties that have come to his attention, he said that
the Holy See was unable to verify Allied reports asto
the number of Jews exterminated, t cetera.

i There are rumars to the effect that the Pope in
bis Christmas message will take a strong stand on this
subject, but | am afraid that any deviation from the
generalities of his previous messages is unlikely.

fnm:a Leiger’s comuent: The Pope protested
ogainst every wrong, wherever it was done. He did
kot go farther. He was right. He would have cansed
kimself interminable embarrassment had ke protested

inst every single occurrence. In order not to ap-
pear io be taking sides, he would have had to continue
f;mfa! until 1950. The Holy Father was convinced
#hat a public condemnation of National Socialist eru-
4lties could only, at least as far as Poland was con-
terned, result in the death of many more people. The
Poles would, of course, have liked it. The Pope was,
Aowever, quite aware that every ane of his words
would be exploited in a purely political way either by
the Allies or by the Germans.

ERolf Hochhuth’s play, The Deputy, made famous
the figure of Col. Kurt Gerstein, icho joined the
S.5. to see what was happening in concentration
camps and publish the facts to the world.

In August, 1942, Gerstein, who had just wit-
nessed a mass exlermination by gas [at Belsen],
tried to oblain an interview with Papal Nuncio
Orsenigo in Berlin; he was turned away. He then
handed a report to the legal adviser to Monsignor
Preysing, Archbishop of Berlin, cith the reguest
that it be forwarded to the Holy See. There is no

son to believe that the text was not sent to
the Fatican.

1 Gerstein’s report of 1942 was probably al-
most identical with the report that he drec up on
May 4, 1945, since it describes the same event;
in 1942, in fact, the Colonel was in a position to
recall the details with greater accuracy than
would be the case three years later. As jor the
reracily of Gerstein’s stalements, no historian
sirfmuly casts doubts on them.

Bearing in mind that the Holy See has not
denied to this day that it received the Gerstein
report during the war, one is entilled lo assume
ﬁ:‘l a lext largely similar to that quoted below

< forwarded to the Sovereign Ponliff by Mon-

or Preysing at the end of 1942: _ _ | A train
afyived from Lemberg (Lvov). There were forty-five
cars containing 6,700 people, 1.450 of whom were
already dead. The train entered the station, and 200
Ukrainians wrenched open the doors and drove the
people out of the carriages with their leather whips.
Instructions came through a large loudspeaker, tell-
ing them to remove all their clothing, artificial limbs,
glasses, ete. They were to hand over all objects of
value at the counter, Then the women and girls were
=s=nt to the barber, who cut off all their hair. . ..

, Then the column moved off. Headed by an ex-
tremely pretty young girl, they walked alang the ave.
nue, all naked, meri, women and children. I was sta-
ticned on the ramp between the (gas) chambers.

+ Mothers with babies at their breasts came
hésitated, and entered the chambers of death. At the
corner stood & burly 8.5, man with a priestlike voice.
“Nothing at all is going to happen to you! All you
hzve to do when you get into the chambers is to
beeathe in desply. That stretches the lungs. Inhaling
is} ¥ Lo prevent di and epidemics.” When
asced what wonld be done with them, he replied:
“?"e]], of course, the men will have to work building
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houses and roads, but the women won't need to work.
They can do housework or help in the kitchen, but |
on!ylfthcj want to.” For some, this was a small ray |
of hope thal was enongh to make them walk the few
steps to the chambers. Most of them knew what was
going on. The smell told them what their fate was to
be. They went up the small flight of steps and saw
everything. Mothers with their babies clasped to their
breasts, small children, adults, men, women, &ll na-
ked; they hesitated, but they entered the chambers of
de:e!.l:, thrust forward by the others behind them or
by the leather whips of the S.5. Most went in without
a word. Many were saying prayers. | prayed with
them. I pressed myself into a corner and cried slond
to my God and theirs. . . . The people were treadizg on
each other's feet. There were 700-800 of them i an
area of 270 square feet. The S8, crushed them to-
gether as tghtly as they possibly could. The
closzd. They could be zeen through the small wmdnh’
when the electric light went on for a moment and lit
up the inside of the chamber. At the end of 32jmin-
ules, all were dead. !.

In his 1945 repori, Gerstein added: T tried to in-
form the Apostolic Nuncio in Berlin. There, 1 was
asked if I was a soldier. After that, further di ion
with me was refused, and I was asked to leavd His
Heliness's Embassy. . . . I then reported all of this to
hundreds of persons, among them, Dr. Winte, the
syndic to the Catholic Bishop of Berlin, with the re-
quest that the information be forwarded to the Pope.™

Fataer LEmsEr's coMMENT: The Pope had to be on
guard against any pamluﬁt,' of the Cemm:rr.:. re-
proaching him, rightly, that he gave credence to'false
reports. That wounld have been very damaging. There-
fore, he mentioned only [acts of which he was abso-
lutely sure. This forced him to be extremely cauiious.
He was right. There must never arise an occasign on
which the Pope can be reproached for having allowed
himself to be led astray. He could not bring forward
any accusation against the Axis Powers without care-
fully specifying the point. That was his opiniontYou
might say that he was too cantious. It was difficult for
the Pope o satisfy both sides, the Jews and Allied

lic opinion. One side was the public opinion in
the Allied countries, the other szde were the Jeios
themselves. The Jews themselves were glad that the
Pope did not soy anything.

Tittmann had cabled in December, 1942, lhml
“There are rumors to the effect that the Pope mhi_r.
Christmas message will take a strong stand. . ., but
am afraid that any deviation from the genmhnn of
his previons messages i= unlikely.”
In fact, Pius XII was to say something on the',’..’dilh
of the 26 pages in his Christmas message: Do the
nahonﬁ, then, wizh to remain passive witnesses q{ the
us progress of the war? Is it not, rather, in-
cumbent on all righteous and magnanimous hearts to
unite on the ruins of a system of public order which
has given such trazic proof of its 1mpamty ta essure
the well-being of the people? To unite and 1o take &
solemn vow never to rest until, among all the peaples
and all the nations of the earth, the names of
chall be legion who are resolved to lead sacietylback
to the divine law, the indestructible center of gravity,
and whose aspiration is to dedicate themselves to the
service of the humsan person and of the l:ﬂml:nll‘llltj‘
ennobled in God?

Humznity owes this vow to that infinite, mﬂ'e_r-
ing multitude of mothers, widows and orphans whe
have seen their lives robbed of light, strength and
support Htlm.umty owes this vow to the mnq‘,lllx
exiles whom the harricane of war has torn fmmi‘l]:i!lr
native homes, scaltering them in foreign lands, and
who could make the prophet’s lament their owh.

Humanity owes this vow to hundreds of l.imtt
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sands of people who, through no fault of their own
and solely because of their nation or their race, have
been condemned 1o death or progressive extinction.
Humanity owes this vow to the thousands upen
thousands of noncombatants, women, children, the
sick and the aged, those whom the sir war—and we
have, from the out=et, often denounced its horrors—
has deprived, without distinction, of life, possessions,
health, homes, refuges and places of warship.
The reference to those who, by the mere faet of
their netion or race, were doomed to die or suffer
progressive extinelion escaped the notice of most
of the Pope’s listeners and, abore all, of the Ger-
mans; none of the Wilhelmstrasse documents de-
voted to an analysis of the Pontiff’s message

dicells on this point.

The Poles scere the first to protest, indirectly,
against the exireme reseérce of the Pope’s mes-
sage. Less than ten days after the Christmas mes-
sage, Wladislaw Roeskiewics, President of the
Polish Gorernment in exile, wrote to Pins XII:
Holy Father: At this tragic moment, my people are
fighting not merely for their lives but for everything
that has been sacred in their eyes. They want justics,
not vengeance. They do not 2=k =0 much for material
or diplomatic help, hecause they know that the pos-
sibilities of their receiving such help are slim, but
they implore thet & voice be raizsd to show dearly
and plainly where the evil lies and to condemn those
in the service of evil.

If these people can be reinfarced in their convie-
tion that divine law knows no compromise and that
it stands ahove any human considerations of the mo-
ment, they will, I am sure, find the strength to resist.
This stiflening will enzble them to preserve the spirit
of supethuman courage which led the Cstholics of
Warsaw 1o protest, in the name of Christian princi-
ples, against the violence done to the Jews and sgainst
their murder, even though each word of their appeal
might have brought down upon them the most dire
suppression.

At certain times of trial in Poland’s past, mo-
ments which were less fraught with tears and blood
than is now the case, Your Holiness"s great predeces.
zors addressed fatherly words to the Palish people.
Today, when throughont the bulk of our territory, it
iz no longer possible to preach or pray in the Polish
tongue, the Apostolic See must break silence so that
those who die, without benefit of religion, in defenze
of their faith and their traditions may receive the
blessing of the successor of Christ.

Such is the prayer of my suffering nation, which,

conscious of my responsibilities as Chief of State, 1
lay at the feet of Your Holiness. Wiadislaw Raczkie-
wicz, London, January 2, 1943.
Shorily after Christmas, Tittmann had an inter-
view with the Pope. Cable from Tittmann to Hull,
January 5, 1943: With regani to his Christmas mes.
sage, the Pope gave me the impression that he was
sincere in believing that he had spoken therein clearly
enough to satisfy all those who had been insisting in
the past that he utter some word of condemnstion of
the Nazi atrocities, and he seemed surprised when I
told him that I thought there were some wha did not
share his belief.

He said he thought it was plain to everyone that
he was referring to Poles, Jews and hostages when
he déclared hundreds of thousands of persons had
been killed or tortured throngh no fault of their own,
sometimes only because of their race or nationality.

He explained that when talking of atrocities, he
could not name the Nazis without =t the same time
mentioning the Balsheviks, and this, he thonght, might
not be wholly pleasing to the Allies. He stated that he
“feared” that there was foundation for the atrocity
reports of the Allies, but led me to believe that he felt
that there had heen some exaggeration for purposes

“The ]jews were glad the Pope did not say anything.”

of propaganda. Taken as a whole, he thought his mes-
sage should be welcomed by the American people, and
1 agreed with him

Farnen Lemen's coMuenT: I can remember it guite
exactly. Tittmann mentioned it. The Pope said ot once:
“But I made myself elear™ Tittmann answered : “Not
everybody understood it that way.” The Pope said
that it swas absolutely clear to the world, that he meant
the Poles, the Jeios and the hostages when he spoke of
the hundreds of thousands of human beings who had
been illtreated without it being possible o cecuss
them of anything but their race or descent. The Jews
themselves and their friends said: “We are the ones
who are meant” But Tittmann is from America. He is
accustomed to an entirely different mode of expres-
sion. I understand very well that Tinmann could
speak more openly. The Pope could not. In Eurg,
everybody understood the Pope. I am convinced
another Pope, Pius X1, would have spoken more
sharply, more forthrightly. But I am sure that it was
a work af Providence that Pius X1 was on the Chair
of Peter at this time. With one word, he could pro-
voke an explosion.

On April 30,1943, Pius X1I sent the following lel-
ter to Monsignor Preysing, Archbishop of Berlin:
We are doing what lies in Qur power to mitigate the
evils of the war, and We work unceasingly, undeterred
by the meagre prospects of success, with the object of
El:isln‘ingl]laiﬂml:i?ﬂ pupuhﬁnnisspamdas far as
possible. Tt is not Qur fault if complete fairness in
the face of the problems posed by the war obliges Us
—now that it is Germany that is suffering most heavily
from air altack—to mediate discreetly. We do =0 1e-
gardless of the fact that the German authorities, in
consequence of the presence in Rome of the Arch-
bishop of New York, or, rather, becanse of the rumors
circulating on the subject of his visit to Rome, have
let it be known pukblicly that Germany is not interested
in the Pope's efforts to humanize the war. In Our
fforts to that end, We are moved by equal solicitude
for all the war’s victims, for all those who, because of
it, are suffering materially or morally. In Germany,
as in the rest of the world, those people are placing
their hopes in Our help. ...

So far as episcopal declarations are concerned,
We lzave to pasiors on the spot the task of assessing
whether, and to what extent, the danger of reprizals

. . counsel restraint—despite reasons that might exist
for intervention—in order to avoid greater evils, This
is one of the motives for the limitations which We im-
pose on Ourzelf in Our declarations. . ..

. 'We have before us the text of the memorandum
addressed by the German Episcopate to the Govern.
ment of the Reich. You can now see for yourself how
litile chance of success a confidential petition ad-
dreszed to the Government can have. However, come
what may, that memorandum will serve after the war
to justify the Episcopate in the eyes of the world.

To non-Aryan Catholics, as well s those of the
Jewish faith, the Holy See has acted charitzbly, within
the limits of its responsibilities, on the material and
moral plane. This action has necessitated a great deal
of patiznce and disinterestedness on the part of the
executive arms of Our relief organizations in meeting
the expectations—one might even say demands—of
those acking for help, and also in overcoming the dip-
lomatic difficulties that have arizen. Let us not speak
of the very large sume in American money which We
have had to dishurse on shipping for emigrants. We
gave those sums willingly hecanza the peaple were in
distress. The money was given for the love of God,
and We were right not to expect gratitude on earth.
Nevertheless, Jewish organizations have warmly
thanked the Holy See for these rescue operations.

In Our Christmas message, We 2aid a word about
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