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"Salzburger Nachrichten" article of Jan 20.1946:
"Hitler planned to murder the Pope

Hitler ordered "to murder or get rid of the Pope", to depose King
Emanuel and liberate Mussolini under all circumstances - this was
the "Fuehrers" dreadful reaction on the collaps of the Italian war
attempts and the arrest of the Duce in 1943. The Duce was
liberated indeed but the conspiracy against the King and the Pope
- as AP reports - was stopped by Admiral Wilhelm Canaris of the
German Counterintelligence. According to hitherto unpublished
German documents and a report of the German General Erwin
Lahousen, Canaris informed this officer, who at that time was
head of the German Sabotage division, and Colonel Freytag von
Loringhoven, a radical Anti-Hitler staff officer, about the plot.
Shortly after, in the Venice hotel "Danielli", a meeting took

place on which the antifaschist General Ame and members of his
secret Italian organization as well as Colonel Heiferich, a personal
staff member of badoglio, were warned. Afterwards, Canaris and
Ame had a two-hour-talk at the Lido Club. The next day, Ame
returned to Rome, the Vatican was informed and
countermeasures were taken still in time.

Reuter (news agency) in Nuremberg reported that Hitler planned
immediatelky after the capitulation of Italy in 1943 to invade the
Vatican with German troops to confiscate all documents of the
Vatican. This was written in a document which is in the
possession of the persecutors at the Nuremberg trial, but is not
used as evidence there. The document refers to a conference
called in by Hitler in Berlin in which Kesselring, the German High
Commander in Italy, participated. Hitler stated, quote: "We will
simply get in and see what happens in Italy backstage. We will
not respect the immunity of the Vatican."



