
authority of Israel's claim to settle this region. Nonetheless, the French
are very much aware of British plans for a land bridge from Gaza to
Transjordan. Bonneau also emphasized that, in the event of renewed
hostilities, Israel must be prepared for very active British support of the
Arabs.

Towards the end the French raised the problem of the resumption of
the operation of the Haifa refineries, and proposed that Israel transfer to
France all the oil pumped by the Iraqis, in return for a French guarantee
to supply Israel with all its crude oil needs from other sources. Their tone
was practically that of supplicants; they stated that France's oil reserves
would not last for more than a month.

M. Toff reports on his conversation with Bramuglia, the Argentine
Foreign Minister and Representative on the Security Council. He had
instructions from Peron to vote for internationalization of the Old City,
and he asked for a memorandum on Israel's position vis-a-vis the Berna-
dotte Plan.

Comay's reports on his talks with members of the Dominions delega-
tions. As long as there was coordination between Britain and the United
States on the Israeli question, there was no prospect of the Dominions
taking an independent stand. A public opinion poll in Canada showed a
majority of 58% in favour of recognition of Israel.

Sasson reports on the tactics of the Arab delegations. The Arabs want
to delay the debate until after the elections in the United States. The
Americans are looking for a way out of the stalemate in their relations
with the Arabs. If the Arabs succeed in blocking approval of the
Bernadotte Report, they will vote in favour of the Conciliation Commis-
sion, and would then be able to tell their people that there has been no
change in favour of the Jews; they would thus be in a position to guaran-
tee to the Americans that hostilities would not be resumed.

Robinson explains a number of legal points:

(1) Stress must be placed on the fact that it is the Bernadotte Report
and not the Palestine issue that was on the U.N. agenda.

(2) Concerning the Negev, in addition to the political arguments, it
must be emphasized that it is part of a sovereign state, not to be detached
from it by force.

(3) The Galilee and the Jerusalem Corridor are a different matter be-
cause Israel's claim to these areas does not impinge on the rights of any
sovereign state. Jordan's right to annex parts of Palestine has no legal
sanction; moreover, the existing boundaries do not encroach on its
sovereignty.

(4) The 29 November resolution no longer applies with regard to Jeru-
salem, as the relevant clause was contingent on the establishment of the
Economic Union by 29 April 1948. In the absence of a development, the
legal validity of the relevant section of the resolution has been nullified.
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Bernadotte acknowledged in his report that there was no prospect of the
Economic Union's materializing.

(5) As for the 'Free Port' in Haifa, this term can be interpreted very
broadly: the world boasts many ports enjoying varying degrees of free-
dom. This concept will have to be clarified in negotiations with the Arabs.

(6) The concept of a 'Free Airport' for Lydda is entirely new, but it
transpires that, according to the Chicago Convention for Civilian Air
Transport, all airports are to enjoy some degree of 'freedom'.

(7) As to the Conciliation Commission, its establishment would merely
mean the transfer of the mediation process from one person to a body
consisting of several members: the essential process would remain un-
changed. In general, a mediating commission is set up as follows: each of
the two parties assigns its representatives and these in turn appoint a third
member to be the moderator, or else the moderator is appointed by the
international body. Underlying such a commission is recognition of the
existence of both parties and reciprocal recognition by the parties them-
selves. The Bernadotte Report, however, proposes something entirely
different. There are three focal points: (a) the composition of the commis-
sion, (b) its positive, and particularly its negative, powers, (c) the advance
setting of a termination date for its mandate. All in all, there are over-
many authorities functioning in Palestine: the State of Israel, the Palestine
Truce Commission, the Mediator and the U.N. Authori ty; the abolish-
ment of the external authorities should be laid down as a condition,

Summing up by Sharett: Israel's position is grounded not on the Berna-
dotte Report but on the 29 November resolution, which however should
be modified in the light of the past year's experiences. Israel is retaining
hold of the areas it has occupied because others attempted to undermine
the 29 November resolution. Israel will be prepared to discuss this matter
when the stage of peace talks is reached.

13. J. Herzog [Rome] to M. Sharett (Paris). 7 October 1948

Ileraog reports on his parting talk with Sigismondi of the Vatican
Secretariat of State. (For previous conversations see Vol. 1, Nos. 512,
554.) Sigismondi had given an account of the earlier talks to the Pope,
who remains neutral on the Palestine issue and who recognizes the rights
of the Jews, as he in fact declared to the Arab delegation two years ago.

According to Sigismondi, the Arabs are disillusioned with the Vatican
and consider themselves betrayed. However, the Vatican's attitude has
really not changed and the Arabs are wrong to equate diplomatic rela-
tions with friendship. Israel should understand the special position of the
Church, which is conducting talks with Israel as a mark of good will.

As for the future, contacts with Testa (the Apostolic Delegate to Pales-
tine) and with Vergani (Vicar-General of the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalerr
for Galilee) should continue, but dealings with Rome itself should be ' ep
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