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Gary L. Krupp Awarded the Servant of Peace Award at the United Nations

New York, NY (PRWEB) March 23, 2006 -- Gary L. Krupp KCSG, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation of
New York City, has been nominated for the Servitor Pacis (Servant of Peace) Award by the Vatican’s ambassador
to the United Nations and the President of the Path to Peace Foundation. The Servitor Pacis Award is bestowed
upon those who devote their lives to the greater good in finding solutions to achieve peace. Mr. Krupp is being
recognized for his diligent and tireless work helping to bridge the gap between the world’s great religions through
cultural, technological, and intellectual exchanges.

The Path to Peace Foundation is a charitable organization established by the Permanent Observer Mission of the
Holy See to the United Nations. The purpose of the foundation, headed by Archbishop Celestino Migliore, is to
spread the message of peace.

In response, Mr. Krupp stated, “I am most honored by this recognition by the Path to Peace Foundation. This award
strengthens my drive to bring the world’s religions together to agree that religious intolerance has no place in our
world, and that we would do better to focus on what unites us and learn about our fellow man’s religious beliefs.”

The award will be bestowed on Mr. Krupp at the United Nations in New York City on June 13, 2006 at a formal
reception. H.Em. Renato Cardinal Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, at the Vatican
will be traveling to the US to attend the event On July 29, 2000 Pope John Paul II had invested Mr. Krupp as a
Knight Commander in the Pontifical Order of St. Gregory the Great. Mr. Krupp was the seventh Jewish man in
history to receive this Knighthood of the Vatican City State. July 2005 he was invested as an Officer Brother of the
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, an order of the Anglican Church by approval of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. In September 2002 Mr. Krupp received the Jewish National Funds Tree of Life award.

About Pave the Way Foundation:
Pave the Way Foundation is dedicated to bridging the gap between religions through cultural, technological, and
intellectual exchanges. The Foundation has a simple yet monumental vision: To enable all the world’s religions
mutually realize that extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be allowed to poison the true benevolent
message common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their similarities and
savoring their differences. More information on the Foundation can be found at www.ptwf.org.

About The Path to Peace Foundation:
Due to the need for expanded humanitarian and conciliatory activities, which go beyond the strictly diplomatic
parameters of the Holy See Mission to the United Nations, the Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer of the
Holy See to the United Nations established the Path to Peace Foundation in 1991. The Foundation directs its
activities primarily to the international stage of the United Nations. Its principal purpose is the spreading of the
message of peace by which the Catholic Church, through the words and activities of the Pope and of the Holy See,
strives to “guide our steps into the path of peace" (Luke 1:79)
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ADDRESS OF JOHN PAUL II 
TO THE MEMBERS 

OF THE "PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION"

Tuesday, 18 January 2005

 

Dear Friends,

With affection I greet the members of the "Pave the Way Foundation" on your visit to the Vatican, and I 
thank Mr. Krupp for the kind words which he has addressed to me on your behalf.

This year we will be celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration 
Nostra Aetate, which has significantly contributed to the strengthening of Jewish-Catholic dialogue. May 
this be an occasion for renewed commitment to increased understanding and cooperation in the service of 
building a world ever more firmly based on respect for the divine image in every human being.

Upon all of you, I invoke the abundant blessings of the Almighty and, in particular, the gift of peace. 
Shalom aleichem.
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ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SYMPOSIUM  

ORGANIZED BY THE "PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION" 

Hall of the Swiss, Castel Gandolfo 
Thursday, 19 September 2008 

  

Dear Mr Krupp, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am happy to meet with you at the conclusion of the important symposium organized by the 
Pave the Way Foundation. I know that many eminent scholars have participated in this 
reflection on the numerous works of my beloved predecessor - the Servant of God Pope Pius 
XII - accomplished during the difficult period around the time of the second world war. I 
warmly welcome each of you especially Mr Gary Krupp, President of the Foundation, whom 
I thank for the kind words expressed on your behalf. I am grateful to him for informing me 
how your work has been undertaken during the symposium. You have analyzed without bias 
the events of history and concerned yourselves only with seeking the truth. I also greet those 
accompanying you on this visit, as well as your family members and loved ones at home.  

The focus of your study has been the person and the tireless pastoral and humanitarian work 
of Pius XII, Pastor Angelicus. Fifty years have passed since his pious death here at Castel 
Gandolfo early on the ninth of October 1958, after a debilitating disease. This anniversary 
provides an important opportunity to deepen our knowledge of him, to meditate on his rich 
teaching and to analyze thoroughly his activities. So much has been written and said of him 
during these last five decades and not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity 
have been examined in a just light. The aim of your symposium has been precisely to address 
some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful and documented examination of many of his 
interventions, especially those in favour of the Jews who in those years were being targeted 
all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them 
from the face of the earth. When one draws close to this noble Pope, free from ideological 
prejudices, in addition to being struck by his lofty spiritual and human character one is also 
captivated by the example of his life and the extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can 
also come to appreciate the human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his 
long years of ministry, especially in providing organized assistance to the Jewish people.  

Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by 
many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of 
knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist 
regimes. One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in 
their favour either directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions 
of the Catholic Church. In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention 
to his many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete 
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The Krupps are the founders of the Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a non-profit dedicated to improving 

relations between different religions. 
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The founders of the Pave the Way Foundation have sought to 

improve relations between religions 

On October 1, Pope Francis will officially name Gary and Meredith Krupp, as 

Knight of the Grand Cross and Dame of the Grand Cross, honors conferred by 

the Vatican’s Order of St. Gregory the Great. The Krupps are the founders of 

the Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a non-profit dedicated to improving 

relations between different religions. 

The recognition marks the first time since Order of St. Gregory the Great was 

created in 1831 that a husband and wife will be knighted together. 

As founders of the Pave the Way Foundation, the Krupps have sought to break 

down obstacles between adherents of different religions and encourage inter-

religious dialogue through cultural exchanges, talks, pilgrimages and work 

with young people. 

The organization has condemned extremist violence carried out in the name of 

religion, and has called on all religions to do the same. 

In addition, the foundation has worked to facilitate improved relations 

between the Vatican and the State of Israel, and has fought for the rights of 

Christians working and living in the Holy Land. 

The Pave the Way Foundation has also been behind recent historical research 

on Pope Pius XII, who has been called “Hitler’s Pope” for his alleged Nazi 

sympathies. 

  

Read more: 

New evidence emerging that disproves image of Pius XII as “Hitler’s Pope” 

https://aleteia.org/2017/03/13/new-evidence-emerging-that-disproves-image-of-pius-xii-as-hitlers-pope/


Evidence that has emerged as a result of the research has gone far to 

rehabilitate Pope Pius’ reputation. Mark Riebling’s book, Church of Spies, for 

example, made use of primary sources discovered by the foundation’s research 

to assert that Pius took part in a plot to assassinate Hitler. Other research has 

revealed that the pope was directly involved in sheltering Jews in Rome from 

the Nazis. 

In 2000 Pope John Paul II made Gary Krupp a Knight Commander of the 

Order of St. Gregory for his work in acquiring medical equipment for the Casa 

Sollievo della Sofferenza Hospital in Italy. He was only the seventh Jewish 

person to receive the honor. 

Two years later, Krupp founded the Pave the Way Foundation, which he 

dedicated to improving relations between the Catholic and Jewish religions. 

 



2/3/2020 Light in the dark!

kath.net/news/70551 1/5

  + vers ion 5.0

   
 

News | Austria | Germany | Switzerland | Weltkirche | Chronicle | Family | Youth 
Spiritual | Book tip | Interview | Comment | Culture | English | Italiano | Pro life

 

 
Report typing errors

P rint 

vers ion Send 

artic le
 

FURTHER
ARTICLES ON
'Vatican'
Deutscher now
heads the Pontifical
Archeology Institute
in Rome

Financial information
network removes
sanction against
Vatican

Papal almsgiver:
help for left-wing
squatters?

Publication of Pope
Letters on Amazon
Synod is Coming

Francis appoints sub-
secretary to the
State Secretariat

03 February 2020, 10:00 a.m. 

Light in the dark!

The Vatican reminded the United Nations of its
help for the persecuted Jews during the
Holocaust. Guest contribution by Yuliya Tkachova

New York (kath.net) January 27, 2020 was
celebrated worldwide as the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz and the commemoration
of the six million victims of the Holocaust. For the
new nuncio and permanent representative of the
Holy See to the United Nations, Archbishop Gabriele
Caccia, it was even more: it was time to recall the
numerous attempts by the Catholic Church to
overcome anti-Semitism and the Jews in this
darkest To help hour of their story. "We never say
again, we say we remember, but we also have to
act here and today," he told almost 500 diplomats,
Dignitaries and representatives of various religious
communities for the opening of the three-hour
commemoration “Remembering the Holocaust” in
the UN Trusteeship Council Chamber in the
headquarters of the United Nations in New York,
right next to the conference room of the UN Security
Council. In order to adequately document “The
efforts of the Holy See and the Catholic Church to
save lives”, he had invited eight international
experts who found evidence of the activities of the
World War II Pope Pius XII and his helpers in
numerous historical archives. He used the
worldwide network of the New York-based "Pave
the Way Foundation" by the Jew Gary Krupp,

advertis ing

In his opening lecture, Krupp recalled how he first
learned about the Holocaust when his father, a
World War I veteran, told him about the liberation of
the Buchenwald concentration camp and showed
him pictures of the bodies. "Throughout his life he
warned me to do everything I could to ensure that
this never happens again." For decades, Krupp
believed the "black legend" of the "silence of the
Pope" until he met eyewitnesses in Italy. Today he
knows that Pius XII. In Rome alone, 6381 Jews
were hidden in 696 monasteries, church institutions
and private apartments. "It is an unfortunate irony
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of fate that this one man in occupied Europe, who
did more than anyone else to prevent these terrible
crimes, became a scapegoat for everyone else,"
said Krupp.

Prof. Edouard Husson from the Cy Cergy University
in Paris examined the origins of National Socialist
ideology and anti-Semitism, which the Catholic
Church condemned from 1928 as "heresy" (heresy).

Prof. Ron Rychlak from the University of Mississippi
quoted witnesses, including the former head of the
Romanian secret service, Mihau Pacepa, who spoke
of a targeted campaign by the Soviet secret service
with the aim of helping the Catholic Church and Pius
XII. to defame. With the play by the German
scandal dramatist Rolf Hochhuth, the "Fakenews"
campaign, which went so far as to imply a secret
sympathy for the Nazis, the Pope, who defied Hitler.

The German historian Michael Hesemann showed
that Eugenio Pacelli maintained personal friendships
with Jews long before he was elected pope and
even supported the Zionist movement. As early as
1917, when he was a nuncio in Munich, he
campaigned to prevent the impending massacres of
Jewish settlers in Palestine, which was then
occupied by the Ottoman Empire. When he was
elected Pope in 1939, Jewish newspapers explicitly
portrayed him as a "loyal friend of the Jews" and
opponent of the Nazis. In fact, Pacelli, who had
been following Adolf Hitler's rise in Munich since
1923, described National Socialism as "probably the
most dangerous heresy of ours in 1925 Zeit ”and
the“ Führer ”a few years later as“ criminals ”and“
abysmally bad people ”. After Kristallnacht,
Hesemann used documents to show that he
discovered in the Vatican Secret Archives wanted
Pacelli, now Cardinal Secretary of State of Pius XI,
to enable 200,000 Jews - almost all of the Jews in
the German Reich - to flee abroad; however, the
company failed due to the lack of willingness to
cooperate among the global community, which was
not prepared to issue them with so many visas.
That Pius XII. protested openly three times against
the Holocaust, but did not name the perpetrator or
victim by name, according to Hesemann, the only
purpose was not to provoke the Nazis to tighten
the measures. After all, the Vatican secret diplomacy
managed to save between 830,000 and 960,000
Jews from certain death in the German
extermination camps through over 40 diplomatic
interventions. now Cardinal Secretary of State of
Pius XI., 200,000 Jews - almost all of the Jews in the
German Reich - are able to flee abroad; however,
the company failed due to the lack of willingness to
cooperate among the global community, which was
not prepared to issue them with so many visas.
That Pius XII. protested openly three times against
the Holocaust, but did not name the perpetrator or
victim by name, according to Hesemann, the only
purpose was not to provoke the Nazis to tighten
the measures. After all, the Vatican secret diplomacy
managed to save between 830,000 and 960,000
Jews from certain death in the German
extermination camps through over 40 diplomatic
interventions. now Cardinal Secretary of State of
Pius XI., 200,000 Jews - almost all of the Jews in the
German Reich - are able to flee abroad; however,
the company failed due to the lack of willingness to
cooperate among the global community, which was
not prepared to issue them with so many visas.
That Pius XII. protested openly three times against
the Holocaust, but did not name the perpetrator or
victim by name, according to Hesemann, the only
purpose was not to provoke the Nazis to tighten
the measures. After all, the Vatican secret diplomacy
managed to save between 830,000 and 960,000
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Jews from certain death in the German
extermination camps through over 40 diplomatic
interventions. Enable 000 Jews - almost all of the
Jews in the German Reich - to flee abroad; however,
the company failed due to the lack of willingness to
cooperate among the global community, which was
not prepared to issue them with so many visas.
That Pius XII. protested openly three times against
the Holocaust, but did not name the perpetrator or
victim by name, according to Hesemann, the only
purpose was not to provoke the Nazis to tighten
the measures. After all, the Vatican secret diplomacy
managed to save between 830,000 and 960,000
Jews from certain death in the German
extermination camps through over 40 diplomatic
interventions. Enable 000 Jews - almost all of the
Jews in the German Reich - to flee abroad; however,
the company failed due to the lack of willingness to
cooperate among the global community, which was
not prepared to issue them with so many visas.
That Pius XII. protested openly three times against
the Holocaust, but did not name the perpetrator or
victim by name, according to Hesemann, the only
purpose was not to provoke the Nazis to tighten
the measures. After all, the Vatican secret diplomacy
managed to save between 830,000 and 960,000
Jews from certain death in the German
extermination camps through over 40 diplomatic
interventions. That Pius XII. protested openly three
times against the Holocaust, but did not name the
perpetrator or victim by name, according to
Hesemann, the only purpose was not to provoke
the Nazis to tighten the measures. After all, the
Vatican secret diplomacy managed to save between
830,000 and 960,000 Jews from certain death in
the German extermination camps through over 40
diplomatic interventions. That Pius XII. protested
openly three times against the Holocaust, but did
not name the perpetrator or victim by name,
according to Hesemann, the only purpose was not
to provoke the Nazis to tighten the measures. After
all, the Vatican secret diplomacy managed to save
between 830,000 and 960,000 Jews from certain
death in the German extermination camps through
over 40 diplomatic interventions.

Prof. Luigi Napolitano presented details of such
rescue operations. He found stamps and forms in
the Vatican archives with which men of the Church
forged documents to enable Jews to flee or find a
safe hiding place during the German occupation. An
open protest was threatened to the Nazis several
times. "But it was a weapon with only one bullet. If
he had protested, he would no longer have
threatened it and could have done nothing. ”

Jewish historian Prof. Limore Yagil of the Sorbonne
in Paris, advisor to the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial, meticulously outlined the efforts of the
French bishops to help Jews flee or hide from
French Catholic families - over 200,000 survived in
this way. Again and again these bishops and the
tireless "Jewish Father" Benoit sought advice and
help from the Pope. "The church was more
hierarchical then than it is today, after the Council,"
she said. "It would have been impossible to take
such actions without backing from Rome."

Mark Riebling, author of the bestseller "The Pope's
Spies", demonstrated that Pius XII. Collaborated
with the German resistance since October 1939 - a
conspiracy aimed at killing Hitler. “The men of this
network, from which Count Stauffenberg also
emerged, kept warning him not to protest, because
Hitler would have used this as an excuse to smash
the Catholic Church in Germany. They needed the
church, however, as a network for the resistance,
and the Pope as their contact to the Allies and as
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an advocate for the democratic post-war Germany
they had planned. " One result of these efforts, in
which Catholics and Protestants were involved, was
ecumenical dialogue in the post-war period, but
also the “Nostra Aetate” declaration of the Second
Vatican Council,

Johan Ickx, head of the Vatican State Secretariat's
Historical Archive, spoke of what historians will find
when, as announced by Pope Francis, on March 2,
2020, a good dozen Vatican archives stocked their
holdings on the Pius XII pontificate. - a total of over
15 million pages of documents. It would show that
bishops and nuncios, who have long been honored
as “righteous among the peoples” (Gentiles who
saved the Jews) at the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial, can only be honored in close consultation
with and on the instructions of Pius XII. have acted.
"So here we have the absurd situation that the
employees were honored, but not their manager
who gave them the job."

The seven historians who spoke at the United
Nations are also waiting impatiently for the “big
day”. "It is time that the truth about Pius XII
becomes indisputable, that his opponents can no
longer hide behind the excuse 'we are waiting for
the archives to open'," explains Michael Hesemann,
who wrote in 2018 for his book "The Pope and
Holocaust ”has already evaluated 5,300 documents
previously published by the Vatican and 77,000
pages that have been put online by“ Pave the Way
”(ptwf.org). "Pope Pius XII. was a light in the
darkness that enveloped most of Europe at that
time. He acted wisely and managed to save almost
a million Jews, whose descendants now make up a
third of all Jews, while the nations of the world
mostly watch idly.

The entire three-hour memorial event was filmed
and can be viewed on the UN WebTV website: 
http://webtv.un.org/search/remembering-the-
holocaust-the-documented-efforts-of-the-holy-see-
and-the-catholic-church-to-save-lives /
6127031085001 /? term = 2020-01-27 & sort =
date

Did you like the article? 
Please help kath.net and donate now via bank
transfer to an account in Austria, Germany or
Switzerland or via credit card / PayPal!
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Gary L. Krupp Awarded the Servant of Peace Award at the United Nations

New York, NY (PRWEB) March 23, 2006 -- Gary L. Krupp KCSG, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation of
New York City, has been nominated for the Servitor Pacis (Servant of Peace) Award by the Vatican’s ambassador
to the United Nations and the President of the Path to Peace Foundation. The Servitor Pacis Award is bestowed
upon those who devote their lives to the greater good in finding solutions to achieve peace. Mr. Krupp is being
recognized for his diligent and tireless work helping to bridge the gap between the world’s great religions through
cultural, technological, and intellectual exchanges.

The Path to Peace Foundation is a charitable organization established by the Permanent Observer Mission of the
Holy See to the United Nations. The purpose of the foundation, headed by Archbishop Celestino Migliore, is to
spread the message of peace.

In response, Mr. Krupp stated, “I am most honored by this recognition by the Path to Peace Foundation. This award
strengthens my drive to bring the world’s religions together to agree that religious intolerance has no place in our
world, and that we would do better to focus on what unites us and learn about our fellow man’s religious beliefs.”

The award will be bestowed on Mr. Krupp at the United Nations in New York City on June 13, 2006 at a formal
reception. H.Em. Renato Cardinal Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, at the Vatican
will be traveling to the US to attend the event On July 29, 2000 Pope John Paul II had invested Mr. Krupp as a
Knight Commander in the Pontifical Order of St. Gregory the Great. Mr. Krupp was the seventh Jewish man in
history to receive this Knighthood of the Vatican City State. July 2005 he was invested as an Officer Brother of the
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, an order of the Anglican Church by approval of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. In September 2002 Mr. Krupp received the Jewish National Funds Tree of Life award.

About Pave the Way Foundation:
Pave the Way Foundation is dedicated to bridging the gap between religions through cultural, technological, and
intellectual exchanges. The Foundation has a simple yet monumental vision: To enable all the world’s religions
mutually realize that extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be allowed to poison the true benevolent
message common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their similarities and
savoring their differences. More information on the Foundation can be found at www.ptwf.org.

About The Path to Peace Foundation:
Due to the need for expanded humanitarian and conciliatory activities, which go beyond the strictly diplomatic
parameters of the Holy See Mission to the United Nations, the Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer of the
Holy See to the United Nations established the Path to Peace Foundation in 1991. The Foundation directs its
activities primarily to the international stage of the United Nations. Its principal purpose is the spreading of the
message of peace by which the Catholic Church, through the words and activities of the Pope and of the Holy See,
strives to “guide our steps into the path of peace" (Luke 1:79)

Copyright 2005. FundingUniverse.com. All rights reserved.
Contact Us - Our Team - Terms and Conditions - Licenses and Notices
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A Saint´s Work for the Sick 

Interview with Monsignor Riccardo Ruotolo

SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO, Italy, JUNE 13, 2002 (ZENIT.org (http://www.zenit.org/)–Avvenire (http://www.avvenire.it/)).- Padre Pio left 

humanity two special gifts: the House for the Relief of Suffering, a center for medical and spiritual assistance in this southern Italian 

town; and the Prayer Groups scattered throughout the world. 

The director of both these legacies today is Monsignor Riccardo Ruotolo. Here, he talks about his experience: “Padre Pio wished to 

leave the clinic to the Holy See. Padre Pio said, ´If I leave the work in the Pope´s hands I am certain it will not fail.´”

Q: A gift involving commitment …

Monsignor Ruotolo: I knew nothing about hospitals. I said this to Cardinal Giuseppe Caprio when he asked me to come here, on Dec. 

15, 1977, to study the situation. I told him I had never even been in San Giovanni Rotondo.

Q: And what did the substitute of the Vatican State secretariat reply to you?

Monsignor Ruotolo: “Good, so you go there with a fresh mind, free of prejudices.” He asked me to make a report in six months. The 

Holy See had to decide if it was to keep the administration of the House of Relief or hand it over to the regional government.

Q: Were there debts?

Monsignor Ruotolo: Six months later, when I presented the financial report, I had paid those debts and come to an agreement with the 

region. The then Monsignor Caprio told me: Good. Now go back to San Giovanni Rotondo and continue to work.

Q: You have been there for 25 years.

Monsignor Ruotolo: Providence decides.

Q: And what have you accomplished in these years?

Monsignor Ruotolo: I have tried to respect faithfully Padre Pio´s wish. On May 5, 1957, he expressed in writing the plan, the hope, to 

double the number of beds. Today the beds have trebled, thanks to the faithful´s donations: There are more than 1,000.



Q: So far as I know, the House of Relief is the only hospital where there are guided tours: from the kitchens to the operating theaters. 

The visitor can see it all.

Monsignor Ruotolo: It is the first hospital in the south of Italy in terms of attracting patients. Twenty-three percent of those hospitalized 

and patients come from outside the region, including from the North; especially in the oncological sector, which in addition to 34 beds in 

the department, has a day-clinic with 20 beds; medical visits, examinations, treatments. We have four nuclear accelerators to shorten 

the waiting lists.

Q: To shorten the waiting lists?

Monsignor Ruotolo: We are trying to do away with them. I think we are the first hospital in Italy to do so.

Q: Is this due to good administration or to a miracle of Padre Pio?

Monsignor Ruotolo: Listen, that question was already asked of Padre Pio: “When you are no longer here, what will happen to this 

gigantic work?” his friends would ask him. And he would answer: “When I am no longer here, I will pray to Providence, who will help you 

more and better than at present.”

Q: Is there some evidence of this intervention?

Monsignor Ruotolo: Who knows, perhaps Mr. Krupp.

Q: Mr. Krupp?

Monsignor Ruotolo: Gary Krupp, an American Jew from New York, is the intermediary of advanced electromedical equipment: He has 

sold us nuclear medicine machines, radiology equipment, two new mammographic machines. He says he is “in love” with Padre Pio 

and gives us a hand.

Q: A hand?

Monsignor Ruotolo: For example, he gave us a discount of more than $1 million on the magnetic resonance machine. He has often said 

publicly that he is “in love” with Padre Pio.
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It is January 18, 2005 at 11:30 a.m., Rome time. I am a 
dentist who practices in Great Neck, N.Y. and resides 
in Manhasset, N.Y. This was the experience of a life-

time. Dreams are rarely this good. Imagine being in the 
Clementine Hall of the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican 
where there is a worldwide delegation of Jews seated in 
the audience waiting for a private audience with His Holi-
ness John Paul II. It is to be a meeting of gratitude within 
the tone of reconciliation.

The marble floors of the palace stretch to highly pol-
ished ancient wood and marble walls, which climb at least 
40 feet. About halfway up, these walls are adorned with 
the most incredible frescoes created some 500 years ago, 
perhaps by the likes of Michelangelo, Raphael, or other 
legendary artist. The sheer size of the artistry boggles the 
mind. I was seated in the front row with my childhood 

friend, Gary Krupp. I never would have imagined that 
such an event would take place with my participation. My 
friend was making good on a dream — his dream of peace 
on earth and goodwill to all men. This is a story that has 
been 800 years in the making. It would read like a novel 
except that it is true. It all happened.

Some years ago, my friend Gary performed some spe-
cial favors for the Vatican. A children’s hospital was being 
built in Italy. Difficulties occurred and Gary was asked to 
assist. He did so unselfishly. Gary wouldn’t accept any pay-
ment for his services. Sometime later, he was asked once 
again to assist with more problem solving. Again, he re-
fused payment. The pope was so impressed with this Jewish 
gentleman’s unselfish and philanthropic behavior that he 
bestowed upon him the title of Knight of Saint Gregory 
the Great. He is the seventh Jewish person ever given this 

Rabbis bless Pope in the Vatican
 An eyewitness account

Gary Krupp, KCSG, addressing Pope John Paul II in front of a worldwide audience of 100 rabbis and 13 cantors, cardinals, 
bishops, and the Board of Directors of Pave The Way Foundation in the Clementine Hall in the Vatican. Dr. Harvey Passes is 
seated in the front row photographing this momentous event.



honor by a pope. What happened next intensifies my story. 
Sometime later, Gary found himself at a benefit din-

ner where some rabbis were discussing the desire of Jew-
ish scholars to see the Maimonides papers. These papers 
reflect the writings of Maimonides, a Jewish philosopher, 
rabbi, and physician who lived during the 12th century. 
These documents have been in the custody of the Vatican 
library for centuries, and Jewish scholars have been de-
nied access to them. During this benefit dinner, one of the 
rabbis wondered if they would ever be able to see them. 
Someone told them to speak to Gary. The rabbis looked 
at this person wondering if this was a joke or if he was 
serious. They approached Gary and he said he would look 
into it. They did not know that Gary had been made a 
member of the papal household. Weeks later, Gary called 
the rabbis and stated that the Vatican had agreed to their 
momentous request. A trip to Rome allowed the eyes of 
these Jewish scholars to view these sacred manuscripts 

from the ancient sage. The Vatican greeted this august as-
sembly with much warmth and generosity. Upon return-
ing home, many celebratory events were held to honor 
Gary’s accomplishment. Then I got the phone call.

Gary told me that he wanted to devote his life to peace 
among religions, especially in the Middle East. How does 
one react to that kind of a statement? You may as well at-
tempt to move the ocean across the street with a spoon. 
Gary was firm, sure of himself, and aggressively ambitious 
in this pursuit. He felt that attaining his title from the 
pope was more than happenstance. With the respect of 
the Jewish people and now the Roman Catholic Church, 
he would have the ability to accomplish much. The Pave 
The Way Foundation is the result of his desire. It is an orga-
nization that is paving the way for peace in various regions 
of the world. It is a not-for-profit foundation working to 
reach various worldwide religious and governmental lev-
els of support. Gary asked me to be on his Board of Di-

www.dentaleconomics.com / June 2005  xx

Rabbis bless Pope in the Vatican
 An eyewitness account By Harvey Passes, DDS

Dr. Harvey Passes shaking hands with Pope John Paul II and Gary Krupp, KCSG, in the center in the Clementine Hall of the 
Apostolic Palace in the Vatican.



rectors. It seemed a natural thing to do, as we have been 
friends since the age of 16 and have always respected each 
other’s opinion. What happened next astounded me. 

Pave The Way Foundation began to shuttle between 
New York, Rome, and Jerusalem, with stops in England 
and other cities. Relationships began to build between 
Pave The Way Foundation and various ambassadors to the 
United Nations, cardinals, bishops, Israeli and Palestinian 
officials, and more. The Foundation was able to negotiate 
the amazing loan of the Maimonides papers to Israel as a 
gesture of goodwill from the Vatican. This was all being 
done through Pave The Way Foundation. Much can be 
accomplished through a gesture of goodwill. Just when I 
thought things could not realistically get any better, Gary 
announced, “Pave The Way Foundation has been granted 
a private audience with His Holiness John Paul II.”

During a Board of Directors meeting, Gary let it be 

known that he had been working on a meeting of gratitude 
and thanks to His Holiness for his defense of Jews before 
his papacy as well as during it. Under his pontificate, the 
Vatican recognized the State of Israel by exchanging am-
bassadors. Pope John Paul II was the first pope since St. 
Peter to visit a synagogue. He also visited the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem and left an inscribed message within 
the wall asking for forgiveness. He also has made it a sin to 
be anti-Semitic. He has been a friend to the Jewish people 
and has tried to bridge the ancient gap. Pave The Way 
Foundation would bring a worldwide delegation of 100 
rabbis, 12 cantors, and Jewish leaders to offer prayers of 
thanks and gratitude to His Holiness. The pope happily 
agreed to this request.

On January 18th at 11:30 a.m., we all assembled within 
the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace to meet Pope John Paul II. 
Our speech was presented first, as follows: 
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RABBIS BLESS POPE IN VATICAN

Dr. Harvey Passes performed the original research and development of the dental holmium laser. He is 
a founding member and past president of the Academy of Laser Dentistry, and has lectured extensively 
worldwide on cosmetic laser dentistry. He has produced 200 television shows and is creating a series for 
PBS and Time Warner Cable. He practices in Great Neck, N.Y. Reach him at (516) 487-3131.

Dr. Harvey Passes, seated third from right, listening to the historic response of Pope John Paul II to our speech of gratitude in a 
tone of reconciliation between Catholics and Jews.



“Your Holiness:
We are a group of people who represent a cross section of Juda-
ism, who have traveled here with the blessings of millions of our 
faith in order to thank you.

Soon after your ascension to the throne of St. Peter, you made a 
telling trip to Auschwitz in order to pay homage to victims of the 
holocaust. You have defended the Jewish people at every opportu-
nity, as a priest in Poland and during your 26-year pontificate. 
You have denounced anti-Semitism as a ‘sin against God and 
humanity.’ This tone of reconciliation has been the cornerstone of 
your papacy and its relations with the Jewish people.

On April 13, 1986, you became the first pope since St. Peter 
to visit a synagogue. Upon presenting his credentials to you in 
June 2003, Israeli Ambassador Oded Ben-Hur expressed this 
enormous gesture best when he said, ‘On that day you took upon 
your shoulders the 2,000-year-old church, back to the first-cen-
tury synagogue of Capernaum, where Jesus used to pray, thus 
closing an historic circle.’

You moved the Holy See to initiate the process of normal-
izing diplomatic relations with the state of Israel in 1992, the 
beloved biblical homeland of the Jewish people, symbolically ac-
knowledging the existence of Eretz Yisrael yesterday, today, and 
forever.

Your pilgrimage to Israel and the Holy Land on March 21, 
2000, was immortalized in the hearts and minds of the Jewish 
people around the world, when you placed your prayer asking for 
forgiveness in the Western Wall.

Your solemn remarks during your visit to the Hall of Re-
membrance, Yad Vashem profoundly moved us and touched our 
hearts. 

It is impossible to describe the emotional impact these mile-
stones have had on Jews worldwide. Your Holiness, these recon-
ciliatory acts have, in fact, been a hallmark of your pontificate 
as you have also tried to repair the ancient rifts in all of the reli-
gions in the world. The Jewish Ethics of the Fathers beautifully 
captures, in verse, the love you have exhibited for all humanity. 
Rabbi Hillel says: ‘Be among the disciples of Aaron, by being a 
lover of peace, a pursuer of peace, a lover of all humanity and 
bringing them closer to religion.’

For your acts of love of all humankind and your implacable 
pursuit of peace and reconciliation of all the faiths, your Ho-
liness truly is the personification of these ideals and spirit of 
Aaron, the high priest of ancient Israel.

In closing, you have referred to us, the children of Abraham, 
as your beloved elder brothers. My prayerful wish is that Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims, the three children of Abraham, may 
soon bond together in one common cause and voice to defend all 
humanity against those who defame God by committing wanton 
acts of violence in his holy name.

Your Holiness, Thank you, thank you, thank you. Shalom, 
Shalom, Shalom.”

As a thunderous applause erupted from the audience, 
I could see that Pope John Paul II was visibly moved. He 
applauded and smiled. He looked at each and every one of 
us. A feeling of love and brotherhood flowed throughout 
the room. Then he responded. 

“Dear Friends,
With affection I greet the members of the Pave The Way Foun-
dation on your visit to the Vatican, and I thank Mr. Krupp for 
the kind words which he has addressed to me on your behalf. 
This year we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
Second Vatican Council’s Declaration Nostra Aetate, which has 
significantly contributed to the strengthening of Jewish-Catho-
lic dialogue. May this be an occasion for renewed commitment 
to increased understanding and cooperation in the service of 
building a world ever more firmly based on respect for the di-
vine image in every human being.

Upon all of you, I invoke the abundant blessings of the Al-
mighty and, in particular, the gift of peace. Shalom aleichem.”

More joyful thunderous applause filled the room. 
Most people in the great hall were aware of the Second 
Vatican Council’s Declaration Nostra Aetate which stated 
that Jews were not collectively responsible for the death 
of Christ, and that “...in her rejection of every persecu-
tion against any man, the Church, mindful of the patri-
mony she shares with the Jews and moved not by political 
reasons but by the Gospel’s spiritual love, decries hatred, 
persecutions, displays of anti-Semitism, directed against 
Jews at any time and by anyone.” 

Then, a few members of the Board of Directors and I 
arose to present the pope with a gift. It was a glass sculp-
ture of two open-palmed hands holding the globe. It sig-
nified a humanitarian award to the pope. He graciously 
accepted it. Three rabbis stood up and approached him. 
They spoke a prayer and blessed him. This was the first 
time that anyone in the Vatican could remember the pope 
being blessed and not the other way around. He then 
blessed our congregation. Twelve cantors began to sing 
songs of prayer filling the room with optimism and hope. 
The pope physically extended his hand to members of 
Pave The Way Foundation. One by one, we shook his 
hand as we looked into each other’s eyes. Then something 
wonderful happened.

Pope John Paul II asked the entire congregation to step 
forward so he could shake their hands as well. Members of 
the papal household started to hand out gifts to all of us. 
His Holiness was in a very good mood and wanted to share 
this feeling with all of us. It was then that I remembered 
the Pave The Way Foundation slogan, Embrace our simi-
larities, savor our differences. What an experience.

We had no idea at the time, but since writing this arti-
cle, I have been informed that our delegation was the last 
private audience of Pope John Paul II before his death in 
April. We shall remember him always, with gratitude. 

Should you want to become involved with this amaz-
ing foundation or provide donations, please call my office 
at (516) 487-3131 for information. We also are available 
to present a videotape of the entire presentation to inter-
ested groups.

This is a journey worth taking. Shalom. Pax. Salome 
Aleichem. Peace be with you.

DE
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Pave the Way Foundation plans history presentations
Posted February 24, 2022

By Maria Cestero (mailto:mcestero@liherald.com)

Wantagh-based Pave the Way Foundation will sponsor historic presentations in New York with the diocese of Assisi, Italy, to recognize the
life-saving efforts of Assisi clergy and citizens in protecting Jewish refugees during the Holocaust.

The presentation is slated for April 5 and 6 at Temple Israel in New Rochelle and St. John’s University in Queens, respectively. Both
presentations will also be held virtually. Anyone can attend.

Pave the Way was founded in 2002 with the mission to eliminate disinformation and barriers between religions. The foundation was
cofounded by Meredith Krupp, 73, and Gary Krupp,74.

Gary, a Queens native, said the foundation was approached by the Archbishop of Assisi to co-sponsor the presentations, which will discuss
historically accurate actions of the people of Assisi. When Northern Italy was occupied by German troops in 1943, Assisi was forced into
action. Archbishop Nicolini – acting on requests from Rome – rallied Assisi residents to save Jewish peoples that were being hunted by
Nazis.

“These people in Italy and in Europe risked their lives to save the lives of people they didn’t even know,” Gary said.

Both presentations will feature panels from the Museo della Memoria Assisi, or the Museum of
Memory in Assisi. It will include an hour-long roundtable discussion led by Johan Ickx, Archivist
for the Historical Archives of the Vatican Secretary of State and Elizabeth Bettina, author of “It
Happened in Italy.” The Mayor of Assisi, Stefania Proietti, will also attend.

In 2006, Gary conducted research into Pope Pius XII – a well-known �gure who was the head of
the Catholic Church and ruler of the Papal States during the Nazi era. Gary admitted that he was
under the impression that Pope Pius XII was anti-semetic, until Gary discovered documents
from the Palestine Post, and New York Times archives, that indicated otherwise. It sparked his
overall interest in publishing accurate historic records.

Gary – who has been knighted three times for his commitment to breaking down religious
barriers – said close to 847,000 Jews were saved during World War II. “Twenty-�ve percent of the world’s population of Jews today are alive
because of the actions of the Vatican during World War II,” he said. “It’s going to be an exciting event – especially now at a time where
everyone is talking about all the hatred, anti-semitism, and negativity going around.”

 (https://gamma.creativecirclecdn.com/liherald/original/20220223-222222-

93037%20WS%20Pave%20the%20Way%202-24.jpeg)

Wantagh-based Pave the Way Foundation, headed by Meredith and Gary Krupp, aims to create bridges between religions.
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“How happy we are to bring our museum to America,”  Archbishop of Assisi, Domenico Sorrentino, said in a press release. “Not only to
remember a light that [shined] through a dark time in history, but also to tell the world that good can, and must, win over evil.”

Meredith, Gary’s wife of 51 years, was named Dame of the Grand Cross, the Highest Vatican State order that can be awarded to a person.
She said she hopes the event sheds light on the life-saving actions of Assisi’s residents.

“Our world is so divided,” said Meredith. “The least we could do is to bridge the gaps.”

Knighted by decree of Pope Francis, Meredith received the honor of being awarded Dame of the Grand Cross, the Highest Vatican State
order that can be awarded to a lay person. Gary received the Knight of the Grand Cross in 2018.

Guests looking to attend the presentations must register by sending an email to: assisievent@desalesmedia.org.

The Pave the Way Foundation, which operates in 19 countries, works to resolve non-theological obstacles between religions. For more
information on their efforts, go online to: www.ptwf.org.
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Jewish historian
honored by the

Vatican speaks at
Saint Stephen

O n March 14, 2015, Gary
Krupp, a member of the papal
household and most deco-
rated Jewish person in Vatican

history, came to Saint Stephen the First
Martyr parish in Sanford. Knighted by
Pope John II to the order of Saint Gregory
the Great in 2000, Krupp shared with the
audience of 120 people his ongoing efforts
to reveal the truth about Pope Pius XII,
and that Pope's efforts to save Jewish lives
during World War II.

Krupp also spoke of the Pave the Way Foundation, which
he founded with his wife, Meredith, 12 years ago. Accord-
ing to Krupp, Pave the Way is "the only organization in
the world devoted to removing obstacles among the major
world religions through gestures of goodwill." Krupp's phi-
losophy is simple: when gestures of goodwill are extended,
trust develops and obstacles are overcome.

Knighted by Saint John Paul 11 because of the charitable

work he did for Padre Pio
Hospital, Krupp found him-
self in the perfect position
to speak to the Vatican on
behalf of rabbis and scholars
who had previously been
denied the opportunity to
view the writings of Mai-
monides, the texts of which
were kept in the Vatican
library. As a result, through
his diplomatic relations
with the Vatican, Krupp ar-
ranged for a group of rabbis
to view the writings of this
great Jewish philosopher,
texts they had longed to
read in their original form.
These rabbis were received
by Pope John Paul II in the
largest Jewish audience in
history and his last private

audience before his death in 2005. Thus, with this first
gesture of goodwill, the idea for Pave the Way Foundation
was born.

Pave the Way Foundation also arranged for the donation
to the Vatican library of the Bodmer Papyrus, the oldest
written version of the Gospels of St. John and St. Luke, con-
taming the oldest written version of the Lord's Prayer (circa
175-225 AD). The Bodmer Papyrus was presented to Pope
Benedict XVI in 2007.

When it comes to Pope Pius XII, Krupp has an intensely
personal reason for pursuing his years' long efforts to restore
the Pope's good name. Growing up, Krupp believed Pope
Pius XII was "Hitler's Pope." Krupp said this began with a
smear campaign created by the Russian KGB with produc-
tion of the play The Deputy in 1963. As a Jew, Krupp ad-
mits to growing up hating the Pope. "I was lied to," he says.
Krupp noted that in the years between 1939 and 1948, no
negative news articles were written about the Pope. Only
after the smear campaign did the Pope's reputation as a Nazi
sympathizer start to spread.

After reviewing tens of thousands of original documents
and interviewing World War II Holocaust survivors who
had been personally rescued by the actions of the Pope,
Krupp discovered that the Roman Catholic Church saved
as many as 847,000 Jews, from whom 25 percent of the
world's 16 million Jews today are descended.

Through Pave the Way, Gary and Meredith Krupp, along
with the support of scholars and contributors, the truth
about Pope Pius XII is now coming to light.

For more information about his work on behalf of Pope

Pius XII, as well as other Pave the Way Foundation proj-

ects Underway, go tO WWW.ptwf.org - Mary Hood Hart, Faith

Formation Director, Saint Stephen the First Martyr, Sanford

NC Catholics 26 Mav2015 I www.DioceseofRaleigh.org j www.NCCatholics.org



Knights of Columbus 
Wilmington Council 1074 

PO Box 1841 
Wilmington, NC 28402 

www.kofc1074.org 

September 15, 2014 

K of C Council 1074 Sponsoring Talk by Gary Krupp on Pope Pius XII 

On Saturday, November 21
st
, 2015, Knights of Columbus Council #1074 will sponsor a talk 

by Gary Krupp, DCS, KC*SG, OStJ, of the Pave the Way Foundation on Pope Pius XII. Mr. 
Krupp will describe the work of the Foundation and how they discovered the disinformation 
campaign about the actions of the Vatican during the Second World War. This prompted 
the organization to initiate a comprehensive search for primary source documentation in 
order to present the truth of the lifesaving actions of the Catholic Church under the papacy 
of Pope Pius XII. Pave the Way has actively sought eyewitnesses and scholarly testimony 

since 2006 and currently has over 76,000 pages of documented material available free of charge for 
international study on their website, www.ptwf.org. The talk will be held in Saint Mary’s School Cafeteria 
behind the Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary, 412 Ann St, Wilmington, beginning at 10:30 AM. 

Gary Krupp is a Doctor of Commercial Services. He was made a Knight Commander of the Pontifical 
Order of Saint Gregory of the Silver Star by Pope John Paul II and a member of the order of the Anglican 
Order St. John of Jerusalem by Queen Elizabeth II. 

Pave the Way Foundation is a non-sectarian organization dedicated to achieving peace by closing the 
gap in tolerance, education and the practical relations between religions, through cultural, technological 
and intellectual exchanges. It strives to eliminate the use of religion as a tool, which, historically has been 
used, by some, to achieve personal agendas and to cause conflicts. Their slogan is “Embrace our 
Similarities Savor our Differences.” 

The Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic fraternal men’s organization was founded in 1882; 
Wilmington Council 1074 was formed in 1906. 

Please address any questions concerning this press release to Frank Reck, Council Director at 
council@kofc1074.org. 

http://www.kofc1074.org/
http://www.ptwf.org/
mailto:council@kofc1074.org
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The Power of a Gesture

March 6, 2017 | Krystin Gollihue

By Krystin Gollihue

A gesture is a powerful thing. It is a symbol of trust, proof that you’ve done the right
thing, and a way to connect to people. A gesture can also be reciprocal, an invitation
for a gesture in return. Gary and Meredith Krupp, Founders of Pave the Way



Foundation (PTWF), believe that a gesture is “a handshake, a promise that you’re not
there to do harm.”

In many parts of the world, however, people
can use religion as a justification to do harm. In speaking with Krupp, he wonders
whether “there are some who use religion to defend these conflicts while secretly
acting to achieve a private agenda.” PTWF’s goal is to “end the malevolent use of
religion” by disseminating information and building trust between different religions
through concrete gestures. The initiative began in the 1980s, when Krupp, a Jewish
man, volunteered his expertise for 20 years to help a Catholic hospital in Italy obtain
high tech medical equipment. Pope John Paul II returned Krupp’s gesture in 2000 with
a gesture of gratitude: Krupp was invested to a rare Papal Knighthood and now had
the ability to initiate many more projects with the Vatican City State and the Catholic
Church.

The first project began in 2002, when
PTWF facilitated a visit of Rabbis and Jewish scholars to the Vatican Library to view
the writings of Maimonides, a revered Torah scholar from the Middle Ages. The group
was able to view the original works and clarify questions about the text. This coming
together of Catholic and Jewish leaders later led to a loaned exhibit of Maimonides’s
works at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, as well as a preservation project so that
every-day people can access the rare manuscripts.

Several of PTWF’s projects – all gestures aimed at building trust between religions –
have healed major conflicts between religions. During World War II, Pope Pius XII



came under attack for his supposed lack of action against Hitler’s regime in Europe.
Through international partnerships with researchers, historians and archivists, PTWF
was able to facilitate the publication of primary source documents that revealed Pope
Pius XII’s secret efforts to help hundreds of thousands of Jews survive during the
Holocaust. Additionally, through its partnership with the Greek Orthodox Church,
PTWF also facilitated the uncovering of a document signed by the Prophet Muhammad
which instructed Muslims to protect Christians and Jews until the end of their days.
The Covenant of Protection has allowed for Muslims, Christians, and Jews to heal over
a common will to protect. Another initiative facilitated by PTWF is Operation Baby, a
collaboration between Christian, Muslim and Jewish entities to help needy Muslim,
Jewish and Christian mothers in Israel. Currently, PTWF is working to help Arab
minorities persecuted by the conflicts in the Middle East

Much of this work
is about disseminating the right information, about changing the narrative around
religious conflict in the world. For Krupp, addressing disinformation is one of the most
important things we can do to heal these conflicts. That first gesture – and the chain
reaction of gestures that follows – are each mechanisms of trust that move us towards
a more “positive and practical appreciation of the world’s diverse religions and
beliefs.” The act of doing something unexpected and surprising for someone else
changes the nature of a relationship, and this is the guiding principle behind what
Krupp means to accomplish with PTWF.

It is important for Krupp, however, that the focus is on those that are helped and those
that are helping, not about PTWF itself. He says, “We’re not looking for publicity. That



would take away from the gesture, and the gesture is about the different entities, not
about the nonprofit or foundation or philanthropist.” The foundation works with a
very low budget, and thanks to the executive board, the advisory board, and the Board
Chairman Elliot Hershberg, all funds raised go directly to projects. The all-volunteer
group of representatives is incredibly active and spread out across 16 countries. This
distributed model allows them to focus on their mission rather than their public
image.

Their directors have called them “the most famous organization in the world that no
one has ever heard of.” This is because PTWF focuses on their primary mission: the
gesture. Krupp’s advice for other nonprofits is to recognize that, while they can view
their work as a series of gestures that cause great things to happen. “If you consider
the larger network of relationships you’re a part of, you can cause a chain-reaction”
that builds trust between communities and lasting change.

In 2002, Gary and Meredith Krupp founded the Pave the Way Foundation, an organization
whose mission is to encourage cultural, educational, charitable, and technological
gestures, as well as to recognize and eradicate non-theological obstacles between the
faiths. Pave the Way is an international foundation, which actively operates in 16
countries. Prior to his work with Pave the Way, Mr. Krupp had a successful career in
manufacturing, and medical development. In 2000 Mr. Krupp was named Knight
Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great by Pope John Paul
II. He has received numerous awards and honors, including the Jewish National Fund’s
Centennial Tree of Life Award, an investment by permission of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II into the Anglican Order of St. John of Jerusalem, the Servitor Pacis Award
(Servant of Peace) from the Holy See mission of the United Nations, the Bronze and Silver
Benemerenti Medals of Good Works Sacred Constantinian Order of Francis I, the Nostre
Aetate Award by Sacred Heart University, the Inside Vatican Magazine’s King Solomon
Bridge Builder for Peace Award, the Giuseppe Sciacca International Award for History at
the Pontifical Urbaniana University in Rome, and Pope Benedict XVI raised Mr. Krupp to
the rank of his pontifical order to Knights Commander with a Silver Star. In 2011, he was
named Inside Vatican Magazine’s one of the top ten people in the world. Mr. Krupp is a
guest lecturer who has spoken on behalf of the projects of Pave the Way Foundation
worldwide. His published compilation of researched documents called Pope Pius XII and
World War II-The Documented Truth: A Compilation of International Evidence
Revealing the War Time Acts of the Vatican.

Krystin Gollihue is a PhD student in the Communication, Rhetoric & Digital Media
program at NC State University. Her research explores material publics within Maker
communities.

https://pj.news.chass.ncsu.edu/2017/03/06/the-power-of-a-gesture/



“The most

noteworthy

Noblesse Oblige

Posted on December 9, 2014

By Matt VanScoik

I recently had the opportunity to

go to Rome. Gary Krupp, an

author I work with through the

author publicity division at my

company, Bohlsen Group, used

to build medical facilities in New

York, but his life has taken a

more esoteric turn. For the last

few years, Gary and his wife,

Mary, have been running a non-

profit called Pave the Way Foundation, whose main goal is to build relationships

between religions. They helped the Vatican digitize its archives, are helping to re-open

the Orthodox Halki Seminary in Turkey and regularly help arrange interfaith tours to

Israel, among numerous other things.

One of the projects they are working on now, be it by providence or happenstance,

ended up being assigned to me. “Pope Pius XII and World War II: The Documented

Truth” is a compilation of primary-source international evidence that reveals the wartime

acts of the Vatican.

The Vatican has had more than its share of public

relations problems, and I had always heard, as many

have, that Pope Pius XII was either silent during the

 Follow

Spirit & Place Festival

Blog
New Connections, New Directions

Page 1 of 3Noblesse Oblige | Spirit & Place Festival Blog

12/11/2014http://spiritandplace.wordpress.com/2014/12/09/noblesse-oblige/



part of my trip

was of course

meeting Pope

Francis

himself.”

Holocaust or even complicit. As I began to review the

evidence for myself, cracks began to form in what I

thought I knew to be true. Although it still seems to

me that the Vatican supported Fascist governments

to an extent, it is abundantly clear to me that the

papal household and the Nazis had a deep gut-

wrenching hatred for each other.

Among the interesting things that you can read on

Pave the Way Foundation’s

well-organized library of 76,000

pages of documentation are:

Nazi intelligence documents

that name Pope Pius XII as a

collaborator in the famous

Valkyrie plot to assassinate

Hitler, Nazi plans for the

invasion of the Vatican and the

assassination of Pius XII, and

documents that show how Pius

XII used his own life as

leverage to halt the arrest of the Roman Jews.

Every day of this trip to Rome got more and more exciting to me as someone who is

interested in military affairs, history and religion. At one point I told Gary that I needed to

find a basement, because these jaw dropping experiences required me to find something

deeper than floor level to facilitate the further extension of my dentition.

The most noteworthy part of my trip was of course meeting Pope Francis himself during

a public audience where we presented him with a coin to commemorate a trip he had

made to Israel. I spoke some broken Spanish to him and he shook my hand with the

tired but bright eyes of a man carrying the burdens of being both a political and spiritual

leader who is trying his best to make a difference in a chaotic world.

“Noblesse oblige,” is a phrase I kept hearing during my trip. It means with nobility

and station, comes great obligation.

SHARE THIS POST WITH YOUR FRIENDS
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Covenant of Protection from Prophet Muhammad
Commands Muslims to Protect Jews and

Christians Until the End of Time

Special to the Jewish Post

Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) has
identified and brought to light an original
document from the Prophet Muhammad,
indicating that Muslims must protect the "people
of the book" (Jews and Christians) and their
churches until the end of time. This covenant of
protection was given to the monks of the St.
Catherine monastery in Egypt, in 628 CE. The
original, which remains in the monastery, is imprinted with the hand of the
Prophet Muhammad himself.

Pave the Way Foundation works to identify and eliminate non-
theological obstacles between the faiths throughout the world. This
covenant of protection of the Jeews and Christians was discovered through
the foundation's work to encourage Islamic support for re-opening the
Greek Orthodox Halki Seminary in Turkey, closed since 1971.

Recently, PTWF issued five letters to the Turkish government, signed by
a group of international Muslim leaders, requesting that the seminary be re-
opened. The letters cited the fact that this covenant instructs the followers
of Muhammad to protect the people of the book and not to interfere with the
houses of their religion. The document serves as religious basis for the
request to re-open the Halki seminary.

The covenant is translated as:

"This is a message from Muhammad ibn Abdullah, as a covenant to those
who adopt Christianity, near and far, we are with them.

Verily I, the servants, the helpers, and my followers defend them,
because Christians are my citizens; and by God! I hold out against anything
that displeases them.

No compulsion is to be on them. Neither are their judges to be removed
from their jobs nor their monks from their monasteries. No one is to destroy
a house of their religion, to damage it, or to carry anything from it to the
Muslims' houses.

Should anyone take any of these, he would spoil God's covenant and
disobey His Prophet. Verily, they are my allies and have my secure charter
against all that they hate.

No one is to force them to travel or to oblige them to fight. The Muslims
are to fight for them.

If a female Christian is married to a Muslim, it is not to take place without
her approval. She is not to be prevented from visiting her church to pray.

Page 1 of 4Muhammad's Covenant
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Their churches are to be respected. They are neither to be prevented from
repairing them nor the sacredness of their covenants.

No one of the nation (Muslims) is to disobey the covenant till the Last
Day (end of the world)."

Commenting on this most important document, PTWF Advisor Sheikh
Syed Agha Jafri stated, "During these days when violence in the name of
religion is commonplace, it is even more significant to raise worldwide
awareness of this covenant of protection.

The document gives a clear order of protection, in the name of Islam, of
the people of the book, means the Jews and the Christians. It is likely that
very few Muslims around the world are aware that this covenant exists,
even amongst the Muslim population.

This should be trumpeted worldwide to oppose those whose private
agendas have insulted and sullied Islam by encouraging violence in its
name."

Gary Krupp, President of PTWF, stated, "The enemies of peace are the
extremists that exist within each of our faiths. Religious violence comes
about from the 'tail wagging the dog' where extreme minorities instigate
hatred and violence, violating benevolent precepts common to the
Abrahamic faiths. If peace is ever to be achieved, Jews must take
responsibility for Jewish extremists, Christians must take responsibility for
Christian extremists, and Muslims must take responsibility for Muslim
extremists."

* * *

About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is a nonsectarian foundation
whose mission is to identify and work to resolve non-theological obstacles
between religions through the trust garnered from our work to initiate
historic gestures between the faiths "paving the way" to removing the use
of religion as a tool to justify private agendas and violence.

* * *

PAVE THE WAY’S RESEARCH

During PTWF research with the Greek Orthodox Church, they have
located numerous documents hand signed by Muhammad granting
permanent protection to Christians and to their churches. These documents
have been in existence since the original order given by Muhammad in 628
ACE. PTWF has located several recent documents which sustain the
original charter of rights.

They question why are these mandates not known to the Muslim world?
Why does the media avoid reporting these critical religious instructions?

PTWF believes that any Muslim who violates these mandates is
insulting Islam and insulting the Prophet Muhammad.

The copies of these covenants contain a picture of hand. This image,
plus original wax seals, were touched and approved by the Prophet
Muhammad, Blessings and Peace be upon him. Predate the compilation of
the Sunnah, the covenants carry the same legal authority as the Holy
Qur'an.

These covenants order the followers of the Prophet, Blessings and
Peace be upon him, to protect peaceful Christians, Jews, and other allied
communities until the end of days. They order that churches, synagogues
and Holy Shrines must be protected. They declare that Christians and
Jews are believers in one God who form an integral part of the Muslim
Ummah or Community. They are not infidelss.

What has happened? The existence of these covenants has been
hidden from the believers, by agents of Satan who lie and pervert the
goodness of Islam for their evil purposes. These agents of Satan are
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disguised as religious leaders to trick the good people into performing evil
acts, which are not in service of Allah but only serve Satan. How many of
these false leaders, who preached violence and hatred, have sent their own
children out to die?

PTWF and its supporters want to warn all true Muslims who listen to the
lies of these agents of Satan to repent if they wish to save their souls. Do
not act on their evil demands, do not give them money or any support, shun
them and denounce them if you truly wish to enter paradise.

They urge to true believers to join them and sign the Covenant Initiative,
to expose the evil doers who only bring international hatred and fear of
Islam. Current signers of the Initiative are included in this report.

* * *

PTWF gratefully acknowledges Dr. John Andrew Morrow for his images
of the Covenants.

* * *

SIGNATORIES TO THE COVENANT’S INITIATIVE

Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, Cordoba Initiative
Kathryn Qahira Santana
Marina (Nouria) Bouteillier, Los Angeles Beloved Sufis
Yousef Casewit, Yale University
Farah Kimball, International Peace Project
Zachary Markwith, Graduate Theological Union
Luqman Ali
Charles Daines
AdamDeen, The Deen Institute
Professor Alan Godlas, University of Georgia
Shaikh Kabir Helminski, The Threshold Society
Dr. Jeremy Henzell-Thomas, The Book Foundation
Irving Karchmar
Qaisra Ehsan Khan
Amnah Malik
Sadat Malik
Dr. John Parks,M.D.
Saqib Safdar, Tarbeyah: An Exploration of Spirituality, Parenting and

Education
Yusuf A.H. Salaam, Ohio Kentucky IndianaWorld Trade Group ETC
Dr. Reza Shah-Kazemi, Institute of Ismaili Studies
Kamal Southall
Alicia Carrara
Hector Manzolillo
Matthew Johnson
Dr. Aida Shahlar Gasimova, Baku State University
Dr. Omid Safi, University of Delaware
Dr. HishamM. Ramadan, Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Dr. Bridget Blomfield, University of Nebraska
Dr. Said Mentak, University Mohamed I
Dr.Mohamed Elkouche, Mohamed I University
Dr.Muhammad-Reza Fakhr-Rohani, University of Qom
Dr. Amar Sellam,Mohamed I University
Charles Upton, Covenants Initiative
Rachida Bejja, Quality Counseling & Psychological Services
Dr. John Andrew Morrow, The Covenants Initiative
Saimma Dyer
Daniel Dyer
Nigel Jackson, Artist and Illustrator
Dr. Cyrus Ali Zargar, Augustana College
Dr.Mahdi Tourage, University of Western Ontario, King's College
Priscilla Machado (BSW)
Faysal Burhan, Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies
Safeer Siddiqui, Ahmadiyya Moslim Djama'at
Amal Hayati
CaptainWisam Elmajed, Royal Jordanian
Mohammad Z. Malik
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PTWF Commends
Palestinian
Muslim Professor
Mohammad
Dajani for Taking
Al-Quds
University

Students on Historic Visit to
Auschwitz
PTWF applauds Professor Dajani's efforts to educate Palestinian
students on the true history of the Holocaust.

PR Newswire

NEW YORK, April 14, 2014

NEW YORK, April 14, 2014 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF),

a nonsectarian organization whose mission is to achieve peace by eliminating non-theological

obstacles and initiating historic gestures between the world's religions, commends the recent

actions of Professor Mohammad S. Dajani Daoudi in his sincere effort to achieve peace

through truth and historical accuracy. Professor Dajani recently brought 30 Palestinian

university students to visit the Auschwitz concentration camp.

Mohammed S. Dajani Daoudi is the founder of the Wasatia movement, which promotes

moderation in Islam, and the director of the American Studies department at Al-Quds

University.

Facing criticism from some Palestinian leaders, Professor Dajani conducted this historic visit to

Auschwitz in order to reveal the truth of Jewish suffering during the Holocaust. PTWF

commends Professor Dajani for his important efforts to show the true history of the Holocaust,

to counter an atmosphere of Holocaust denial and historical revision, aimed only to incite

hatred.

Gary Krupp, Founder and President of PTWF, stated, "Throughout history, those with private

agendas have distorted history to achieve their goals. The masses have been deceived by

manipulating media in concert with these efforts. Media manipulation has been a necessary

tool to inspire hatred, violence and war."
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• Bodies of 7 newborns found in home, Utah

mother charged

• Total goes ahead with ultra-deep Angolan oil

field

• Pharrell's packed Coachella set includes Snoop,

Diddy, and more

• Animated trailer of Classic Doctor Who episodes

(VIDEO)

• Prosecutor says Pistorius, Steenkamp argued on

night she died

Professor Mohammed Dajani has inspired countless Palestinian students to achieve their

legitimate aspirations by recognizing the virtues of the three faiths of Abraham.

Chairman of PTWF, Elliot Hershberg, said, "The precepts of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism

demand justice through truth. Yet, some will attempt to revise history to justify provocative

actions and statements. A solid foundation of truth from all sides is essential if peace in the

Middle East is ever to be achieved."

About Pave the Way Foundation

PTWF is a nonsectarian public foundation working to identify and resolve obstacles between

religions through cultural, educational and technological gestures. Our mission is to ultimately

remove the use of religion as a tool to justify private agendas.

Media Contact:

Doyle Mills

727-871-0970

Read more news from Pave the Way Foundation.

SOURCE Pave the Way Foundation
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for Friday, MaySt. Thomas Aquinas College Slates 55th Commencement
11th
posted May 9, 2012 8:40 AM by Bridget Clark

Gary Krupp, founder of “Pave the Way Foundation to address graduates.

The St. Thomas Aquinas College 55th Commencement is scheduled for Friday, May 11th at 2 p.m. Just over 400 students will

graduate with associate, bachelors, masters’ degrees or post graduate certificates. The graduates will receive their diplomas on the

College’s sprawling lawn.

This year, the commencement address will be given by Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, an organization whose

mission is to encourage cultural, educational, charitable and technological gestures, as well as to recognize and eradicate non-
theological obstacles between the faiths. Mr. Krupp will also receive an Honorary Doctor of Commercial Science degree.

Additional honorary degree recipients include Richard F. Connolly (Doctor of Commercial Science), Ann Marie Connolly (Doctor of

Pedagogy), John J. Ferguson (Doctor of Laws), Karen S. Ferguson (Doctor of Humane Letters) and Meredith S. Krupp (Doctor of

Humane Letters),

Over 2,500 family and friends typically attend this annual event. In the case of inclement weather, the ceremony will take place in the

Aquinas Hall Gymnasium and the audience will be limited to ticket holders for the indoor event.

For more information about the Commencement ceremony, contact the College’s Institutional Advancement Office at 845-498-4020.

For a full list of graduates, please contact Bridget Clark at 845-398-4016.

About Gary Krupp

Gary Krupp founded the Pave the Way Foundationalongside his wife, Meredith in 2002. Pave the Way is an international foundation,

existing in countries such as Italy, France, Switzerland, Israel, Poland, Serbia, India, South America and the United Kingdom to name

a few. In 2000, Mr. Krupp was named Knight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great by Pope John

Paul II. He is also the recipient of the Jewish National Fund’s Centennial Tree of Life Award and in 2005 he was invested, by

permission of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, into the Anglican Order of S. John of Jerusalem.

St. Thomas Aquinas College is an independent liberal arts college located in Sparkill, NY which provides education at the
undergraduate and graduate levels. The College’s 2,700 full and part time students can choose from almost 100 different majors,

minors, specializations, and dual degree programs across three schools: Arts & Sciences, Business Administration; and Teacher

Education. For more information, visit www.stac.edu.
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Prodigal Son gift for Alappuzha
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In a first for any Indian museum, the US-based

Pave the Way Foundation has donated a statue

of the Prodigal Son to Ravi Karuna Karan

Memorial Museum here.

Weighing about 600 kg, the seven-foot bronze statue is the work of renowned Israeli sculptor Sam Philipe,

whose models have been installed across the world, including the Vatican. It will be installed on the

museum’s courtyard early March, an official said.

A Biblical character, Prodigal Son is the mythical young man who wandered far away from his father and

found trouble awaiting him.

According to a museum official, the foundation learnt about them on the Internet and, impressed with the

facilities, sent the museum authorities a letter showing interest in donating the bronze

statue.

“We have identified that installation of the monument could make an added advantage at the museum. We

donate the statue aimed at improving inter-religious relations and encouraging intra-religious relations,” the

letter stated.

Betty Karan constructed the museum in 2006 in memory of her late husband Ravi Karuna Karan, a coir

exporter.

This museum at Alappuzha houses over 3,500 pieces of ivory carvings, antiques, paintings, crystal pieces,

porcelain objects and other items.

Prodigal Son.

Prodigal Son.
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34(   ) n January, 2005, he brought 
to the Vatican 160 person-
alities from the Jewish 
world to thank John Paul II 
“for all he has done to 
draw the Catholic Church 
closer to the people of Is-

rael.” It became a historic meeting 
with the Polish Pope a few months 
before his death. Few people knew 
that this New York businessman was 
one of the three Jews at that time 
(now there are seven) invested in 
2000 into the Pontifical Equestrian 
Order of St. Gregory the Great. To-
day, after the commitment through 
his foundation “to remove the non-
theological obstacles among reli-
gions,” Gary Krupp is engaged in a 
difficult battle “to reestablish the 
historical truth about how Pius XII 
saved over 800,000 Jews” from Nazi 
rage. Even the New York Times 
dedicated a front page article to him 
last year. This is a sign that even the 
main media outlets can no longer 
ignore this charismatic 64-year-old 
Jewish philanthropist, “enthused 
with Pope Pacelli.” Krupp numbers 
among his friends American busi-

nessmen and politicians, regularly 
meets Israeli ministers and rabbis, 
and for 11 years has been part of the 
pontifical family.

CHILDREN OF ONE GOD. Born 
into a Jewish family in the Big Apple, 
Krupp recalls that it was his mother, 
through her secular education which 
respected pluralism, who sowed the 
seeds leading him in 2002 to found 
the Pave the Way Foundation.
“When I was small my mother 
taught me how each of us could pray 
differently to God but how we all 
believed in the one God. This, along 
with the friendship of our Irish Cath-
olic neighbors, allowed me to grow 
up without the fear or rejection of 
Christians which occurs with many 
practicing Jews,” he explains.
During his life, which led him to 
head a well-known medical equip-
ment company in New York, his 
admiration grew for the hu-
manitarian work the Catholic 
Church does in the world.
By the end of the 1980s the 
fame of this businessman, 
highly esteemed by the New 

York archdiocese, had reached the 
Vatican. On Long Island and in the 
Bronx, he had opened the first diag-
nostic centers using CAT scans and 
magnetic imaging. He also was the 
main provider of equipment to di-
alysis centers in the metropolitan 
area. Thus, in 1989 he was contacted 
by Bishop Riccardo Ruotolo, then 
president of the hospital founded by 
Padre Pio in San 
Giovanni Ro-
tondo.
“Thanks to 
my experi-

He is a New Yorker, a businessman in the field of medical equipment 
and committed through his foundation to various cultural cooperation 
projects in the West and in the Holy Land. He is convinced that someone 
must “pave the way” between Judaism and Christianity.

By Manuela Borraccino

GaRy KRupp
A Jew at the Vatican

mEEtING
Benedict XVI 
and Gary Krupp
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ence and my contacts, 
I succeeded in giving 
them a hand,” he re-
calls.
In a little more than a 
decade, Krupp had pro-
vided at no cost equip-
ment valued at $25 million 
to the House for the Relief of 
the Suffering. In 2000 this 
earned him investiture in the Pon-
tifical Equestrian Order of St. Grego-
ry the Great.

CREatING tIES.  “The great hon-
or John Paul II gave me, by admitting 
me with a small number of other 
Jews to the pontifical family, encour-
aged me to strengthen the ties be-
tween Catholics and Jews and be-
tween the Catholic Church and the 
State of Israel,” he explains.
Thus, the Pave the Way Foundation 
was born. It is a non-denominational 

organization for co-
operation among 
religions and has 
members of vari-
ous faiths. After 
having embraced 
the idea of con-
vincing Israel to 

turn over 

the Cenacle (Upper Room) in Jerusa-
lem to the Catholic Church (an initia-
tive still unfulfilled), Krupp succeed-
ed in another mission impossible. In 
2006, the Apostolic Library autho-
rized the loan to the state Museum of 
Israel of the manuscripts of Maimo-
nides, among the treasures of the 
Vatican. The next year, Krupp con-
vinced a Lebanese millionaire to peel 
off a seven figure check for the dona-
tion to the Holy See of the precious 
Bodmer Papyrus, presumably the 
oldest Gospel in the world, appearing 
around 150 A.D. Other cultural proj-
ects are underway with the Orthodox 
Patriarchate in Athens, the Franciscan 
Custody of the Holy Land and with 
the Grand Rabbinate of Israel.

tHE pOpE WHO SaVED tHE 
JEWS. The harshest battle started 
when Krupp became interested in 
the periodic polemics on the role of 
Pope Pacelli in protecting Jews dur-
ing World War II.
“I, myself, grew up with the idea 
that he did nothing to save the 
Jews. Nobody was more anti-Pius 
XII than I,” he says today with a 

smile. “Can you imagine 
my surprise when I dis-
covered that the ideas I 
grew up with were 
false?”

During the past three 
years, Krupp has gathered 

and filmed testimony of sur-
vivors saved by religious and 

priests who had received precise 
instructions from the Holy See to 
protect as many Jews as possible. 
These included the Vatican diplomat, 
Archbishop Giovanni Ferrofino, who 
died last year at 98 years of age. On 
assignment from the Pope, he suc-
ceeded in obtaining safe conducts for 
10,000 Jews who found refugee in the 
Dominican Republic.
Krupp organized a congress in Rome, 
opposed by the local Jewish commu-
nity, to make public the results of his 
investigation. Above all, he has made 
available on the foundation Web site 
a large portion of the documentation 
available on Pacelli.
Part of the Jewish establishment does 
not like him. Others accuse him of 
acting like an amateur in the mine-
fields of historical research and rela-
tions among states.
He shrugs this off: “I’m not a profes-
sional historian. I’m only a citizen in 
search of the truth.”
The evidence gathered speaks for it-
self. He repeated it in January, invited 
by the Olympus of the U.S. press, the 
National Press Club of Washington, 
to offer his views on Pacelli. He was 
part of a series on religion and the 
press. After the article in the New 
York Times, the visits to the founda-
tion website have grown continu-
ously.

▲

paving the 
Way to Dialogue

Founded in 2002 by Gary Krupp and his 
wife, Meredith, the Pave the Way Foundation is a 

non-denominational organization started to “pave the 
way” in the relations among religions with the aim of giving 

life to projects of educational and cultural cooperation among 
exponents of various faiths to counter violent extremism perpe-
trated in the name of God. Included among the projects begun 
by the foundation is the digitalization by an Israeli company of a 

series of ancient manuscripts and archaeological fragments 
safeguarded in the archives of the Custody of the Holy Land. 

The Web site, www.pavethewayfoundation.org, has even 
become a source of information about the papacy of 

Pius XII with video and testimony by protago-
nists in the protecting of numerous Jews 

by the Catholic Church during 
World War II.

     FOCuS
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Holocaust Denial, Lifting of Excommunication,

and the Media gets it Wrong Again.

From Pave the Way -

On the

commemoration of

the 50th

anniversary of the

Second Vatican

Council Pope

Benedict XVI used

this occasion to lift

the ban of

excommunication,

which was

generated when

Archbishop Lefebvre ordained four Bishops in direct

violation to a papal order not to do so issued by Pope John

Paul II. It was this act of defiance against the Papal order

that generated the excommunication. After the

announcement of the lifting of the ban was made on January

21, 2009 a video interview of one of the Bishops, Richard

Williamson, surfaced where he quite plainly denied the

holocaust impact on the Jewish people and stated that not

one Jew perished in any gas chamber. This Holocaust denial

set off a firestorm of protests and negative remarks, which

created a temporary rift in Jewish Catholic relations.

Unlike many of the interreligious organizations Pave the

Way Foundation did not issue a protest or a press release of

condemnation but instead set out to find out the truth of

this action.

Continue reading at Pave the Way Foundation
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Wartime Pope Has a Huge Fan:

A Jewish Knight

Gary L. Krupp
Man ~peace

Truth does not become more true by virtue of the fact that the entire world agrees with it, nor
less so even if the whole world disagrees with it. Moreh Nevuchim 2.15

Was Pope Pius XII a friend to the Jews or was he Hitler'spope? As Jews, I think that most of us have grown
up with the mindset that he did little to help the Jews dur
ing the Holocaust or even that he assisted in Hitler's
plan to eradicate the Jews, killing millions in the process.

This battle of" did he do enough to help the Jews?" has been
raging since 1963. Just like a war, there are two sides, dug in to
their trenches and holding their positions. The Catholic Church,
as recently as mid-December 2009, took the next step toward
Eugenio Pacelli's (Pope Pius XII) canonization. If the process
continues, he will at some future time be named a saint. This
decision has caused a virtual uprising amongst Jewish groups
and scholars, sparking the next battle in this war of opinion.

The earlier analogy of being "dug in" rings true with many
of Pope Pius XII's detractors. They are so dug in that they
will not look at the evidence, preferring to hold their posi
tions. One could suppose that they worry about their own
reputation, whether they would be embarrassed or whether
their strength and power would be lessened by any proof
that they had supported the wrong side for decades. Or is
it simply that long held beliefs, however incorrect, die hard?

One may question why this simple controversy still matters
in today's world. It's all water under the bridge, isn't it? Pacelli
has been dead for 50 years. Perhaps it shouldn't matter. Yet this
issue has driven a wedge between Catholics and Jews that will
have long-term adverse effects on any hope of good relations
between the groups. This issue, if left unresolved, could also re
verse many ofthe good works done by PopeJohn Paul II,who too
is being advanced toward sainthood, through which he helped
the Jewish people and made unprecedented strives towards
improving torn relations between these two great peoples.

At Pavethe Way Foundation, our mission is to remove obsta
cles that come between religious groups. This issue is the most
serious rift right now between Jews and Catholics, which impacts
over 1.1 billion people. Over three years ago, we embarked upon
a research project to discover the truth. We have been compil
ing evidence from many countries (over 5000 documents) and
conducting and filming interviews with the remaining eyewit
nesses, those who can tell us what really happened, what they
heard with their own ears, what they saw with their own eyes.

We ask only that anyone concerned with the issue LOOK
at the evidence and make up their own mind. Jewish histo
rian, theologian and Israeli Ambassador, Pinchas Lapide,
stated that Pius XII saved as many as 860,000 Jews (today



possibly 20% of the world's Jewish population). Albert Einstein, Golda Meir,
Chief Rabbi of Palestine Herzog, Chief Rabbi of Rome Toaff, and the heads
of every Jewish organization who today are condemning Pius XII all
showered praise upon him during his lifetime. Just recently on De
cember 24, 2009, famed Nazi hunter Serge Klarsfeld defended
Pius XII in France. Were all these people, who lived through the
war utterly and completely misguided? Come to our website
at www.ptwf.org, review the evidence and decide for yourself.

But first to understand why Pavethe Way Foundation undertook
this project and to explain why the project is VITAL to future Catho
lic/Jewish relations, we describe how PTWF began and what we do.

On July 29, 2000. Gary Krupp, a Jewish business man in New
York received a telephone call from the Vatican Ambassador
to the United Nations, Archbishop Renato Martino. The Arch
bishop informed Gary that after nearly two decades of his do
nated work to help a hospital in Italy, Pope John Paul II had just
knighted him to the Pontifical Knighthood of S1. Gregory the
Great a Vatican State Order. As a Jewish man he had just joined
an exclusive group of Jews in history to have been so honored.

Gary and his wife Meredith took this honor as a calling to change
their lives and to use this highly respected position to make a mean
ingful change in Catholic/Jewish and Vatican/Israeli relations. Al
though Gary is secular, he is a passionate Zionist with a practical
view on fighting anti-Semitism and anti-Israeli sentiment worldwide.

He tested his new position, when asked by Rabbi Benjamin Blech
and the members of the Maimonides Research Center of Haifa and

the United States to make a request that had previously been de
nied. Gary contacted the Vatican State and asked if he could bring
a delegation of important Jewish scholars and Rabbis from around
the world to the Vatican Library to see the writings of Moses Mai
monides, a 13th century physician, Rabbi and scholar. The request
was granted and in 2002 this providential event took place, paving
the way to a personal relationship with the Vatican State that has led
to a myriad of exciting and unprecedented projects among the faiths.

With the help of Mr. Norman Weisfeld, President of the Maimonides In
stitute in New York, they formed Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) in or
der to foster positive relations between the religions through gestures and
by addressing pressing non-theological issues of discord in order to fight
anti-Semitism and the use of religion as a tool to justify violence and to fur
ther personal agendas. The driving force quietly behind this work since 2003
is that of PTWF's Chairman Elliot M. Hershberg, whose take no prisoners at
titude has enabled PTWF to engage controversial subjects simply because they
should rather than avoiding disturbing issues because of fund raising concerns.

Pave the Way Foundation has changed the course of history between faiths
through some incredible projects. In 2005, Pavethe Way initiated the largest Jewish
audience in history to greet and thank Pope John Paul II for all he had done for the
Jewish people and for the state of Israel. In 2007, PTWFinitiated the first loan in his
tory from the Vatican Library to the State of Israel. The Mishneh Torah of Maimonides
and other manuscripts were loaned to the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. Soon after
"paving the way" to these cultural exchanges, Israel loaned the Vatican a Rem
brandt and a Botticelli for the 600th anniversary of the Basilica of S1.Peter.



long promised commitment to uphold 

vital legal and fiscal agreements 

with the Vatican, which were begun when 
diplomatic relations were established in 
1994, but have since fallen by the wayside. 

Personally as a Jew, Gary Krupp feels 
that we are suffering under the worst anti- 
Semitism in history today with enemies 

like Islamic extremists, the Iranians and 
a growing number of new enemies like 

Venezuela and many others. We must 
come to recognize who the enemies 

of today are. The Catholic Church is 
not the enemy of the Jewish people 
and in fact has asked for forgiveness 

for all of its historical offenses against 
Judaism. They have also been the best 

customer of Israeli tourism since 1948. 
Pave the Way identified the private sale 

and located a Catholic donor to acquire the 

Bodmer Papyrus, the oldest written version 

of the Gospels of St. John and St. Luke 

and presented it to Pope Benedict XVI 
in January 2007. This is now one of the 
Vatican most prized religious manuscripts. 

This brings us back to the beginning 

of this story, and to Pave the Way's 

most recent and perhaps most important 
undertaking so far. In early 2006, 

Gary and Meredith were having lunch 
with the Apostolic Nuncio to Israel, 

Archbishop Antonio Franco. The Nuncio 

asked if they could intercede with a 

very disturbing problem. He said the 

Holocaust Memorial of Yad Vashem in 
Jerusalem had placed a very hurtful and 
historically incorrect placard of remarks 

next to its portrait of Pope Pius XII. 

PTWF addressed problems in tourism 
. . I '  

'1 
by developing a training manual for 

the Israeli security personnel at Ben 

Gurion Airport in order to teach proper 

etiquette in dealing with the diverse 

inter-religious pilgrims entering Israel. 

Gary personally intervened and worked 

to improve relations with the Greek 

Orthodox and Armenian Churches 

in Israel. He is involved with the 

development of a new Palestinian Muslim 

third party, which seeks to make peace 
with Israel, build a transparent government 

and vastly improve infrastructure. 

PTWF proudly initiated "Project 

Baby" where one months' supply of 

I 
baby formula, diapers and baby toys 

are given to poor Jewish, Christian and 

Muslim mothers in Israel. The unique 

element is that the money to purchase 

these gifts comes from surprising 
 ah Krupp o: Chief Ashkenazi 

sources. For example the money for the 

jl Jewish baby gifts in Israel was donated 

by the Islamic Center of Long Island. 

Recently, we procured and distributed 

new blankets to a senior home of 

Holocaust survivors from Eastern Europe. 

PTWF was successful in bringing 

the Israeli govemment back to the 

negotiation table in order to finalize a 



The Krupps, both Jewish, had grown up

hating Pius XII, believing him to be an anti

Semite and a Nazi collaborator, and so they

shrugged off the request, feeling they did not

want to get involved. Butthenevents tooka turn

that made it impossible for them to look away.

Upon their return to New York, they

received a phone call from a friend and PTWF

board member, Rabbi Joseph Potasnik. The

Rabbi asked ifthey would help a Jewish author

and former Washington Post correspondent,

Dan Kurzman, gain access in the Vatican

for his research on a book he was writing on

Pope Pius XII. They insisted that the mission
of PTWF is to remove obstacles between the

faiths and that they did not want to involve

the organization in any activity that would

negatively impact Catholic-Jewish relations.
Rabbi Potasnik asked them to meet with Mr.

Kurzman anyway, to which they agreed.

On April 7, 2006 the meeting took place.

World renowned novelist and writer, Dan

Kurzman told them that he was writing a book

about a secret and little known plot to kidnap

Pope Pius XII in 1942, to kill the Curia, the

central governing body of the entire Roman

Catholic Church, and to seize the Vatican.

They were incredulous as to how it could be

possible that a collaborator and ally of Hitler,

Pius XII, would be the target of such a plan.

He explained that the exact opposite was true.
Dan said his information was based

on extensive research and primarily on an

exhaustive personal interview with SS

Obergruppenruhrer and General of the

Waffen SS, General Karl Freidrich Otto

Wolff, who had served as Chief of Personal

Staff to the Reichsruhrer-SS (Heinrich

86 I CHAGIGAH MAGAZINE

Himrnler) and SS Liaison Officer to

Hitler. He had interviewed Karl Wolff

just after his release from prison in 1974.

This information was stunning. Pius

XII has been donned "Hitler's Pope".

He is a man about whom so many

damning books, and even a play, have

been written, regarding his silence and
cold hearted lack of concern for Jewish

suffering during World War II that the

Krupps shuttered to even hear his name.

With this kernel of information,

however, they became very curious

and called a friend, Oded Ben Hur, then

Israel's Ambassador to the Holy See. They
asked him if he had ever heard of this

kidnapping plot. He hadn't, but stated that

it would be a huge story, if it were true.

Next, they contacted a close friend

and historian at Yad Vashem, and was

told, "We heard something about this,

but it only shows that Pacelli (Pius)

was simply too frightened to act."

Something seemed dreadfully wrong.

In the course of further discussions,

and as their interest grew, the Krupps

received a telephone call from the
Vatican's Ambassador to the United

Nations, Archbishop Celestino Migliore.

He told them that he thought they
should meet with a certain Sister

Margherita Marchione in New Jersey.

They drove to Sister Margehrita's

Catholic convent community in

Morristown, NJ, and met with this

engaging, then 82-year-old nun, who
has written over 10 books in defense of

Pope Pius XII. Through this meeting,

their eyes were opened to a reality that

was literally shocking. But before long,

shock turned to anger. They discovered

that they had been deceived by those

whom they trusted most for historical

accuracy, the scholars and historians.

As they delved further into the history

of this papacy and the secret works of

Eugenio Pacelli, examining real documents

and recording eyewitness testimony, they

came to the conclusion that this subject

had been totally misrepresented. How

did this happen and who was to blame?
It seems to have started with the

fictitious play, by Rolf Hochhuth, called,

The Deputy, written in 1963, during

the Cold War. Following that, came a

flurry of books, supporting negative

theories about this papacy and era.

The Krupps' research later uncovered

absolute proof that this play, and its

impact, was a well crafted plan called

"Seat Twelve" hatched and implemented

by the KGB against the Catholic Church.

This deception and obvious distortion

of fact was further complicated by one

nagging question: Why wouldn't the

Vatican open the archives of the war

years and the papacy of Pope Pius XII?

What, if anything, are they hiding?

In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI ordered

the early opening of the archives of Pope

Pius Xl. Why? Because the Vatican had

finally completed the cataloging and now
scholars and historians could come and

study at least 65% of Pacelli's life as

Nuncio to Germany and as Secretary of

State under Pius XI, his predecessor. It

comes as quite a shock that to this day,

literally none of the critics or institutions

have bothered to come to the open

archives to attempt to uncover the truth.

This lack of scholarly and academic rigor,

as a matter of due process, is stunning

and potentially impacts the relations of
over one billion Catholics and Jews.



As they moved the investigation
further, a close friend of the Krupps',
Monsignor Robert Sarno, of the
Congregation oft the Causes of the
Saints, suggested they meet with
Father Peter Gumpel, Relator (High
Judge) to the Cause of Pius XII and
Father Paolo Molinari, Postulator to the
Cause. They proceeded to have a most
incredible and revealing first meeting
with Fr. Peter. He recommended that

they contact William Doino, Dimitri
Cavalli and Professor Ronald Rychlak
for more help. After contacting these
scholarly individuals and learning of
their extraordinary personal research,
they became personally committed
to righting this terrible wrong.

After almost two years of private
research, they made a case to the Board
of Directors at Pave the Way Foundation
and were given the "ok" to take this
project on. Not all board members were
happy with this decision but they agreed
with the project, since the retrieval of
documents and testimonies, to which
Gary has unique access, could only
help legitimate historians. They did this
with the full knowledge that they were
opening a beehive of resentment, anger
and pain, proving that the long held
beliefs of most Catholics and Jews was

simply wrong. Yet they knew that, in the
furtherance of the mission of Pave the

Way Foundation, they had no choice.
PTWF's goal and mission is to eliminate
obstacles between the faiths and if ever

there were an obstacle, this was it.

After personally flying to France to
interview Msgr. Giovanni Ferrofino,
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and to London to interview Sir Martin

Gilbert and many others, they were
convinced that they were correct in
their assessment of Pacelli's secret

actions to save Jewish lives, probably
more than all of the worlds' political
and religious leaders of the period
combined. There are perhaps 3 million
Jews who are alive because of his secret

policies and his direct intervention.
Personally, as Jews, the Krupps

were determined to make history right,
especially considering how Eugenio
Pacelli had been treated after his death

by the very people he acted in so many
ways to save. This they considered a basic
Jewish responsibility, having nothing to
do with the Roman Catholic Church.

In Judaism, one ofthe most important
obligations is that of charity. According
to Maimonides, one of the highest
levels of charity is "anonymous", where
the recipient was never aware of who
helped him. In the case of Pacelli, his
anonymous charity was the very tool
his critics have used to surgically strip
him of any credit for the acknowledged
acts he ordered, and which so
many nuncios and priests acted on,
following a verbal chain of command,
beginning at "the top", with papal
instructions. Those critics allowed and

encouraged every negative accusation
against Pacelli. This is a "Shonda," a
Jewish shame, which Pave the Way
Foundation is determined to correct.

On June 18, 2008, the organization
brought many Jewish Holocaust
survivors to the Vatican. They met these
extraordinary people through the work

of Vincent Marmorale and Elizabeth

Bettina Nicolosi, who were studying the
lifesaving actions of the Italian people
during the war. All of these people
wanted desperately to thank the Pope
personally for the individual actions
taken by the Catholic Church in saving
their lives during the war years. At that
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI, a
three-day symposium was announced,
to be held September 15-17, 2008, in
Rome. At that event, Pave the Way
would make public its findings and
provide a open forum for the defenders
of Pacelli to make their case, based
on documented facts and painstaking
research, as well as his detractors.

Invitations were sent to all of the

legitimate critics of Pope Pius XII and
to the important Holocaust Centers
in Jerusalem, Washington, and New
York, asking them to attend the
symposium. PTWF offered to set up
teleconferencing if participants did
not wish to or could not physically
attend. Finally they suggested that
questions be sent in advance of the
symposium, to pose to the experts.

The official position of the Holocaust
Memorials is that they will wait for the
Vatican Archives of the war years to
completely open before rendering a
decision on Pius XI I. If this is the case,
why then has none of the institutions
or critics come to Rome to study the
archives that have already been opened
prior to the war years? Although
presentation of evidence and the
reliance on eye witness testimony is the
fundamental basis of establishing guilt



or innocence universally, this is simply

not acceptable by archival historians
when analyzing historical events.

One by one, the critics declined

the invitation to try to confront
these allegations by inspecting

genuine documents and hearing
from eye witnesses. PTWF even
offered to pay for travel to Rome.

In the end the critics said they would not
attend because it was not a "scholarly

investigation" and accused
Pave the Way of hosting a
"one sided symposium."

They also did not like the
idea of such a presentation
of historical evidence in

front of everyday people.
Nonetheless, on September

15,2008, the symposium was
convened. Honored panelists
included, Jesuit Historian
and realtor Father Peter

Gumpel, Professor Ronald
Rychlak, William Doino,
Sister Margherita Marchione,
Dan Kurzman, Andrea

Tornielli, Dr. Eugene Fisher,
Father Dennis McManus and

George Blumenthal. For three days,
participants poured over hundreds of
documents and listened to eyewitness
testimonies and comments from various

experts. At the end of the symposium,
videotaped interviews with many of
the attendees revealed that a large
percentage of these people had
changed their minds about the negative

opInIOns they had held of Pius XII.
On September 18, 2008 our

delegation of 80 participants traveled

to the summer residence of the Pope
Benedict XVI, where Gary Krupp
delivered a statement to His Holiness

on the findings and made a promise to
continue to search out documents and

seek the truth. Pope Benedict XVI then
made an impassioned statement to us,
in public defense of his predecessor.

News of this event traveled around

the world and opened this 46 year old
"infection" to the light of public scrutiny.

Since garnering international
attention to this debate, multiple
filmmakers have become interested

in these events, some even beginning
work on documentaries and movies

based on the facts that were presented.
Pave the Way Foundation is

also proud to have the support of a

scholarly, personal friend, Sir Martin
Gilbert, also a Jewish man, and one

of the most respected historians
on the subject of World War II

and the official biographer of Sir Winston
Churchill. Sir Martin has advised

the Krupps that the most respected
investigative process at Yad Vashem

in Jerusalem is through their
Department of the Righteous. In
order for all findings to come

tolight, an application to this
section must be made. It was
further decided that

the organization must

initiate a case for Eugenio
Pac e II i to be recognized as
"Righteous Among Nations".

Pave the Way Foundation
is a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3)
organization that welcomes
donations in the furtherance
of its mission. Please visit our

website at www.ptwf.org for
more information on how you
can be involved with supporting
our unique and important work.
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In defense of Pius XII

Gary Krupp of Long Beach, greeting Pope John Paul II, says he
has seen documents showing Pius XII helped Jews during WWII.

BY BART JONES

bart.jones@newsday.com

A decade ago, Long Beach
resident Gary Krupp was
knighted by Pope John Paul
II, becoming only the seventh
Jewish papal knight in history.

Now, Krupp, who gained
the honor mainly for helping
to build an Italian hospital, is
using his post and his nonprof
it foundation to wade into the
controversy over Pope Pius
XII.

Pope Benedict XVI has
helped stir the controversy by
moving Pius toward saint
hood, a move that has set off
protests among Jewish groups
and critics who contend Pius
did not do enough to de
nounce the Holocaust or help
Jews hide or escape.

Krupp disagrees, and be
lieves the historical record
shows that Pius, who was

,pope from 1939to 1958,went
to extensive lengths to pro
tect Jews.

He says the Vatican has
made available to him and his
researchers hundreds of docu
ments from previously closed
files on Pius that describe his
efforts during Worid War II.

The documents show "that
he was not a Nazi sympathiz
er, that he hated Nazism far
more than Communism. He
was not anti-Semitic," said
Krupp, 62.

He added that Pius per
formed numerous acts "to
save Jews and do positive
things for the Jewish people."

Historians have questioned

why Pius never publicly con
demned the Holocaust and
whether he indeed acted to
help save Jews. The Catholic
Church says he worked be
hind the scenes to avoid retali
ation from Nazi and~ Italian
fascist authorities.

Krupp has come under at
tack' from some historians
who scoff at his credentials as
a researcher and believe the
Vatican may be using him. He
Qrushes the critiques off, and
says he is merely unearthing
- and digitalizing - the docu
ments .so that bona fide histo
rians can see them and clear
Pius' name~themselves.

He said he thinks some of
the attacks come 'because his

fmdings are contradicting pre
viously held ideas about Pius.

"Weare attacked by schol
ars but not because what we
are finding is not relevant ...
they criticize us for looking,"
he said. "They should be
cheering us."

Krupp, who heads the non
profit Manhattan-based Pave
the Way Foundation, dedicat
ed to promoting interreligious
understanding, said he met
personally with Pope John
Paul II five times and with
Benedict XVI seven times
since he became pope.

In 2008 he hosted a three
day conference on Pius XII
near Rome that was attended
b Benedict XVI. ,UJ m~lo
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But the personal tales may be
more compelling. Pacelli's
childhood best friend was
Guido Mendes, an Orthodox
Jewish boy. He tells how Pacel
li shared Shabbat meals with
him. Mendes taught him He
brew, and Pacelli helped him to
emigrate to Palestine in 1938.

Pius XII's detractors prefer to
criticize rather than simply
look at the evidence. Two years
ago, Pope Benedict XVI or
dered the opening of the Vati
can's archives up to 1939, con
taining much evidence of
Eugenio Pacelli's activities
leading up to his papacy.
According to the sign-in sheets,
few of Pius' critics have both
ered to come to the archives to
view the material.

Pinchas Lapide, a Jewish his
torian, theologian and Israeli
ambassador, stated that the ac
tions and policies of Pius XII
saved as many as 860,000 Jews.

Albert Einstein, Golda Meir,
the chief rabbi of Palestine, the
chief rabbi of Rome and the
heads of every Jewish organiza
tion showered praise upon him
during his lifetime.

Were all these witnesses who
lived through the war mis
guided?

Gary 1. Krupp is president of
the Pave the Way Foundation,
which has many of the docu
ments noted here online at
ptwforg and which will soon
publish a book with the main
evidence in English, Hebrew,
Spanish and French.

Pius XII: Unfairly tarred as Nazi
sympathizer and anti-Semite.

ness" of Pacelli's hatred of Na
tional Socialism and of Hitler.

• In 1947, at the United Na
tions, he encouraged the 17
Catholic countries out of the 33
in favor to vote for the parti
tioning of Palestine to create
the State of Israel.

• A 1948 deposition by Gen.
Karl Wolff, the SS commandant
for Italy, revealed the Nazis'
wartime plan to kidnap the
pope, kill countless cardinals
and seize the Vatican.

grate as "Non Aryan Catholic
Jews." He smuggled Jews into
the Americas and Asia. He or
dered the lifting of cloister for
men and women to enter mon
asteries, convents and churches
to hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a
single day.

Among the 5,000 pages of
documents that Pave the Way
has located, there is abundant
evidence that Pacelli was a life
long friend of the Jews. Some
highlights:

• In 1917, at the request of
World Zionist Organization Di
rector Nachum Sokolow, Nun
cio Pacelli intervened with the
Germans to protect the Jews of
Palestine from extermination
by the Ottoman Turks.

• In 1925,Pacelli arranged for
Sokolow to meet with Pope
Benedict XV to discuss a Jew
ish homeland in Palestine.

• In 1930, Pacelli supported
the German bishops' orders ex
communicating anyone who
joined "the Hitler Party."

• In 1938, Pacelli intervened
to defeat a Polish anti-kosher
ing law.

• In 1939, A.W. Klieforth, the
US .consul general based in
Cologne, Germany, wrote a
confidential letter to Washing
ton reporting on the "extreme-

news articles concerning Pius'
actions from every Jewish, Is
raeli and political leader of the
era who lived through the war.

A few articles in the postwar
era suggested tl:iat he should
have done more to t.tonfront the
Nazis - but it w'a~n't until
1963, in the wake of the ficti

tious play "The Deputy\\,:"ritten five years after Pius. ~ed),
that accusations began flowing
that he had failed to act, that he
was a cold-hearted Nazi sym
pathizer who couldn't care less .
about the Jewish people.

The evidence strongly sug
gests this was part of a KGB-di
rected and -financed bid to
smear Pius, a Soviet disinfor
mation campaign meant to dis
credit the Catholic Church,
which at that time was pro
foundly anti-Communist.

In any case, the facts simply
don't match what so many have
come to believe about Pius.
. It is unquestionable that Pius
XII intervened to save countless
Jews at a time most nations 
even FDR's America - refused
to accept these refugees. He is
sued false baptismal papers and
obtained visas for them to emi-

GARY L. KRUPP

Pius XII's real wartime record

OPINION
Friend to the Jews

A RECENT papal decree

moved Pop~, Pius XII,
among others, closer to
sainthood - returning to

the forefront the controversy
over his role in World War II
and the Holocaust.

Growing up Jewish in
Queens, I never dreamt I would
be defending the man I once
believed to be a Nazi sympa
thizer and an anti-Semite. But
my work since 2002 with my
wife, Meredith, and the Pave
the Way Foundation has led me
to this point.

We founded Pave the Way to
identify and eliminate nontheo
logical obstacles between reli
gions. Thus, despite our early
prejudices, we decided to in
vestigate the papacy of Pius XII
(Eugenio Pacelli), one of to
day's greatest sources of hurt
between Jews and Catholics.

After years of research in
documentary evidence and
eyewitness testimony, what we
found shocked us. We found
nothing but praise and positive

A POLITICAL TEST FOR TEACHERS
U of Minnesota's ed-school travesty

WHEN a child doesn't finish

his homework, who's at
fault? The Race, Culture,
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The task group evidently wants to in
vade the thoughts, values, attitudes and
beliefs of future teachers to make sure
that they have the proper "dispositions"
to be allowed to teach our youth. They
recommend tests of "intercultural sensi
tivitv" and "cultural intelli2:ence." Thev.
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last month. We pointed out that this pro
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Il Papa in Terra Santa. 'Pave the Way Foundation':
gratitudine per il coraggio e la forza manifestati nel
pellegrinaggio di grande successo

La fondazione interreligiosa "Pave the Way Foundation" ha ringraziato con

una lettera per “il coraggio e la forza” che Benedetto XVI ha manifestato

nel suo pellegrinaggio in Terra Santa. Il testo, firmato dal fondatore e

presidente dell'istituzione, Gary L. Krupp, ebreo, lamenta allo stesso

tempo le critiche che si sono levate da vari settori contro il Santo Padre,

spiegando che in realtà di tratta di persone o istituzioni con “agende

opposte”. “Desidero esprimerle la mia sincera e sentita gratitudine per

aver iniziato e completato il suo pellegrinaggio di grande successo in

Terra Santa”, spiega il fondatore della "Pave the Way Foundation". “In

una regione separata da differenze politiche, religiose e culturali,

percorrere una linea sottile per portare il messaggio di pace di Dio a tutti

quanti lo ricercano richiede enorme coraggio e forza”. “Solo chi cerca di

mettersi nei panni di un altro riesce a capire veramente le necessità, le

paure, e può identificarsi con il dolore di tutti i popoli della regione.

Purtroppo, c'è chi ha agende opposte ed è pronto a criticare e a minare i

suoi preziosi sforzi nel nome della pace”.

“Memore di questo, per favore prenda forza dalla voce di coloro che le

hanno parlato in musica al suo arrivo in Israele e dall'apprezzamento di

quanti vedono attraverso le critiche e l'ostilità e la negatività di alcuni

commentatori”. “Possa Dio darle la forza di continuare il suo pontificato

per molti anni, e ricche benedizioni di successo nel suo sforzo di portare

la pace di Dio nel nostro mondo travagliato”, termina la lettera,

riconoscendo il lavoro del Papa “per porre fine all'uso errato del santo

nome di Dio”. La “Pave the Way Foundation”, come spiega la sua pagina

web, “è dedita al raggiungimento della pace colmando le differenze con

la tolleranza, l'educazione e le relazioni pratiche tra le religioni,

mediante scambi culturali, tecnologici e intellettuali”.
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The Pope’s Jewish Knight

by Steve Lipman
Staff Writer

Last week, a rare manuscript of one of Maimonides’ major works returned from an
exhibition in Germany to its home in the Vatican Library. According to the library’s
procedures, two years must pass before one of its loaned artifacts is allowed outside
again.In September, the Maimonides manuscript, written by a scribe in the 15th century,
will go on display in Jerusalem.“I paved the way for that to happen,” said Gary Krupp, a
Jewish resident of Long Island who met Pope John Paul II four times and has a network
of acquaintances in the Vatican bureaucracy but is little known in the wider Jewish
community.The Vatican Library’s loan to the Israel Museum will go forward, despite the
pope’s passing. “Nothing is changed with his death,” Krupp

said.Krupp, 57, from Long
Beach, is the founder and
president of the Pave the Way
Foundation

(www.pavethewayfoundation.org), an independent, interfaith organization under whose
auspices he negotiated the loan of Maimonides’ Mishna Torah and of three other
centuries-old Jewish manuscripts.In the three years since Krupp founded Pave the Way,
the foundation has become a major conduit between the Catholic Church and the Jewish
community, and Krupp, who describes himself as a Conservative Jew but not particularly
observant, is arguably one of the most effective Jewish voice in high Catholic
circles.That’s Commander Krupp, his title since being knighted by Pope John Paul II in
2000. Of some 2,000 people in the world invested as a Knights Commander of the
Pontifical Order of St. Gregory the Great, the Catholic Church’s highest honor for a
layperson, he is among only seven Jews so feted. The only other ones alive now are
American conductor Gilbert Levine and British philanthropist Sigmund Sternberg.Krupp
was knighted in recognition for his decade of volunteer work on behalf of Casa Sollievo
Della Sofferenza, a Catholic-sponsored hospital four hours from Rome. Krupp, who made
a living in medical business development with an expertise in high-tech diagnostic
equipment, was introduced to the hospital administrators by Long Island bishops of long
acquaintance. He advised the hospital in obtaining state-of-the-art equipment.“It was a
natural fit,” he said. “I grew up with Catholics,” in Flushing, Queens.After being knighted,
he left the business world to establish Pave the Way and work full time in interfaith
relations. “My access was unique,” he said.Krupp gathered a board of directors and
advisers that includes Christian and Muslim clergy, as well as rabbis from the major
denominations of Judaism. They concentrate on political, cultural and educational
activities. “Nothing having to do with theology.”Krupp calls John Paul II “the most
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marvelous man I have ever met.” After a few trips to Israel and several to Italy, he
numbers among his friends Israeli leaders and Vatican officials. “When I write a letter [to
someone in the Vatican], they respond.” They have to, he said. “I’m a member of the
household.”“He’s a wonderful man, an unofficial diplomat,” said Rabbi David Rosen, the
American Jewish Committee’s international director of interreligious affairs, who has
worked with Krupp for several years. “He has a deep commitment to promoting Jewish-
Catholic relations. He’s made a very important contribution.”Lacking a personal fortune or
title in a major organization, Krupp has spent a decade operating off the Jewish radar
screen, using his personal connections in the Catholic hierarchy to do such things as help
revive the nearly dormant diplomatic negotiations between the Holy See and Israel,
organize the international delegation of 160 Jewish leaders who gathered in the Vatican
in January to thank Pope John Paul II for his advocacy of Jewish interests, promote
Catholic pilgrimage to Israel — and to arrange the Vatican Library’s loan of the Jewish
manuscripts.Pave the Way didn’t send out press releases announcing these
accomplishments.“I’m not looking for notoriety,” said Krupp, who works with his wife
Meredith, the foundation’s director, on Pave the Way projects. “I concentrate on getting a
job done.”He calls the manuscript loan “an ancillary benefit,” a small act that shows good
will.Krupp did not attend the funeral of John Paul II. “I was contacted by Rome –– there
are no special provisions for papal knights.”But he will be in the Vatican soon, he said. “I’ll
probably be going back there after the election of the new pope.” n
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By RACBEL DONADIO

l4ADRID - Pope BCQedict
XVI has Written an unusually
person'a) Jetter to bishops world
Wide,exp:Jaining why he revoked
the .excommlUlication of n Holo
caust-denying bishop and admit
ting'mistakes in how the VlUican.
handled the case .

.The letter; which the Vatican
will release Thun!day, is a fw-ther
attempt to calm'the waters nfla'

,Benedict pardoned four schis
matic bishops, including Richard
Williamson, who in a television
in~ew broadcast in January: ,
said that there had beea no Nazi
gas chambers.

The revocation provoked
worldwide outrage' and caused'
Catholics and Jews'a1ike to ques
tion' 'Benedict's commitment to
ecumenism ,and tbe reforms of
the SeCond Vatican Council.

, In, passages of the letter th,at
apPeared on Wednesday in the
'Italian newspaper n Foglio, the
Vatican admitted "mistakes" in
handling the case, and said that
in the future it would pay more
att~tion .to how news spreads

, over the Interflet. "
• ' A You1\1be video of Bishop Wil

,liamson's teleVision interview, in
which he denies the Holocaust,

A W,aJI widely viewed oiiline in the
" days before Ute pope lifted the ex

communications in late Janwny:
The mllr belong to the ultra

conservative Society of St. Pius
X: They had been excommunicat
ed by Pope John PaullI after-be
ing consewlted without a papal

.. mandate, causing the only formal
schism in the church.'

, ·In 'pa$sages from the pope's
.. letter 'posted Wednesday 01:1 the
." bLog of a-Veteran Vatican report

-er, 'Andrea Tornielli, Benedict
said he considered revoking the
extommunication "a modest act
or..•mercy·' toward the bishops,).~

MAURUIO ~-n/£UkOI'EAl'l PWSPHOTQ ACtNCY

Pope Benedi,,~ XVI, .waving to th~ faithful Wednesday, adl;11i~.
that the Vatica~ mishandled the lifting of an ~commUnication.

whose ordinations were' "valid .' In news acco~tS. this week,
but illicit.:' ArchbiShOp Antoiuo Fram:o; tbe
..Hlnstead,", Mr. Tomiel1i qUQtes' apostolic' mUldo to the Holy

the'letter saying, "it suddenly 8&r' Land. said Benedict' Would not
peared, something complete]y di!· enter the Holocaust museum at
feret\t.; as the derU.al of (econci)ia- Yad Vasb.em in JerllsaIem 'be-,
lion between Clu'isDans and cause it:had a contentious plaque
Jews."·-' criticizing Pope Pius XII for not

The blog'posting said tllC pope ,doing enough to help save Jews
wrote that he had been "sad- during the Holocaust.
dened" tbat "even Catholics, who The )eg4.\CY of, Pius is a main
should have been better able to , sticking point in Vatic~sh
undersrand things," instead relations. Benedict, like other
seemed poised with "a hostility po~s, has said Pius worked use
ready for the .attack." He added c:retlyand silently· to save Jews.
thilt he thanked "the Jewish Fath~ Lombardi said that the
frien~5 who qujckly helped're- p,ope would visit tbe Holocaust
move the misunderstandings and, memorial at Yad Vashem, as
to ~stabLisl1 the atmoSp~re of' John Paul Il,did on his historic
friendshIp and !.ruse ' visit to Israel in 2000, but that a

The ,Vatir.an spc:itresman; the muSeum visit had neveY' been
Re.';. Federico' Ulmbardi,said he. considered. " .
'had no comment on the letter be- . The, pope is also expected to
fore its official publication.' viSit AI.Aksa' Mosqu~ in J~ruS3.-:

In May, Bei1edict will make his lem, Father Lompardi said.. .'
first'papal visit ro the Holy Land, 011 Thursday, Benedict is ex
with stops expected in Jordan, Is- pected·[O meet a delegation'rrorn
ra.t::l.zmd the Palestinian territo- the:cbief rabbinate of Israel at the

ri~' ' , ~can~

---?L I~LQj_. n



pope's
secret

••••DOCUMENTSTHATshow the war

time pope saved tens of thousands of
European Jews from the Nazis have
been discovered in the Vatican's
archives.

The 300 pages reveal that Pope Pius
XII directly ordered convents, monas
teries and Catholic churches to hide

Jews from the Gestapo.
He also helped Jews to escape to safe

countries, requesting the Brazilian
government to receive 3,000 "non-Ary
ans" and persuading the Dominican
Republic to grant visas for a further
11,000 people.

The documenta-
tion from the recently
opened archives has now
been posted online by
the Pave the Way Foun
dation, a largely Jewish
group invited by Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust
remembrance authority,
to investigate the role of the wartime
pope.

They provide further evidence to
counter accusations that Pius was

passive and silent in the face of the
Holocaust.

Such accusations began in 1963, five
years after the death of Pius, with the
play, The Deputy, written by German
Communist Rolf Hochhuth with the
help of the KGB.It contained informa
tion revealed by Lt General Ion Mihai
Pacepa, the highest ranking KGBagent
ever to defect.

The claims against Pius have been
expanded in recent years by such writ
ers as John Cornwell, author of Hitler's
Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII.

Gary Krupp, president of the Pave
the Way Foundation, said that correct
ing the record was a matter of justice.

HUVV

ORANGES

SAVED

OUR SKINS

America, where it won the audien(
and jury awards, and the best Britis
film award at the Baftas just a coup
of weeks ago.

Mr Chinn, 39, said: "The ceremor
was incredibly tense and nerve-wrac
ing leading up to the announcemet
Our biggest concern was that wewou:
fluff our lines and screw up our accer
ance speech, but we didn't. It was
great thrill to receive the award."

His wife Lara and three-month-o'
son Jonah were in Los Angeles wi!
him. He also has a 13·year-old s~
Haroun, from a previous relationshi

Mr Chinn explained that he hi
heard Mr Petit's story on the BBC
Desert Island Discs four years ago.TI

Frenchman had written a bookabol
his experience.

Mr Chinn, who had previous
worked on television documend

••. THE SON of one of Anglo-Jewry's
longest-serving leaders has won an
Oscar with his first documentary.

Simon Chinn, son of Sir Trevor and
Lady Chinn, took the best documen
tary category at the annual awards
ceremony in Los Angeles on Sunday
night for the film he produced, Man
On Wire.

The film is about a 1974 incident
dubbed the "artistic crime of the cen

tury", when Frenchman Philippe Petit
walked a tightrope stretched between
the Twin Towers, then the world's
tallest buildings.

The Oscar was the culmination of

a string of awards the documentary
has won since it was first shown at

last year's Sundance film festival in

BY LEON SYMONS

Producer chinn
Oscar for Man OJ

On the Chinn: Philippe Petit with his Oscar watched by director James M

~ CONTINUEDONP2

"Personally, as a Jew, I must state
that correcting this perversion of his
tory has really nothing to do with the
Catholic Church," he said.

"It is in the interest of Jewish justice
that we must acknowledge the efforts
of one man, during a period when as a
people we were abandoned by the rest
of the world.

"It is time to recognise Pope Pius XII
for what he really did rather than what
he did not say."

Mr Krupp added: "From what I have
seen, this is the greatest hero of World
War II,without question.

"This man had German guns just
200 yards from his windows and still
managed to save thousands of Jews. It
is astonishing what this man actually
accomplished - and did secretly.

"This wasn't Hitler's pope, this wasn't
a collaborator, this was
a man Hitler was plan
ning to kill. There is not
one shred of evidence.

that supports the 'Hit
ler's pope' theory".

The latest documen
tation was discovered
in the secret Vatican

archives by Dr Michael Hesemann, a
German historian who believes the
record of Pius has been badly misrep
resented.

The material includes the diary of
a nun who explained how Pius asked
religious houses to shelter Jews after
the Gestapo arrested 1,007 people in a
sweep of Rome on Octobert61943.

The nun wrote that "in these griev
ous situations the Holy Father wishes
to save his sons, also'the Jews, and
orders that in convents hospitality
be given to these persecuted people,
and also the monasteries of enclo
sure must adhere to this desire of the

Supreme Pontiff'.
The policy saved about 5,000

lives, nearly 85 per cent of the Jewish
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the move represented the "grave per
secution" of the Jewish people.

The papers include a 1939 USforeign
service document in which the UScon
sul-general to Cologne reported how
the "new Pope" had surprised him by
his extreme hatred of the Nazi regime
and Adolf Hitler, and how he had sup
ported the German bishops' opposi
tion to Nazism.

Historians will have full access to the

Vatican archives dealing with the pon
tificate of Pius XIIonly after 2013.

Archivists will then have finished

filing16 million documents into 15,430
folders and 2,500 dossiers.

Yad Vashem, which is expecting a
visit from Pope Benedict in May during
his visit to Israel, is reserving its final
judgment about Pius until its histori
ans have studied the archives.

However, some Jewish historians,
such as the late Pinchas Lapide, have
estimated that the Catholic Church
under Pius saved between 700,000
and 850,000 Jews from the Nazis.

This was mostly managed by provid
ing sanctuary or passage to safe coun
tries but also by intervening, when
practicable, to stop their round-up in
occupied countries.
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population of Rome, and in 1946 led
to the conversion of the Chief Rabbi,
Israel Zolli.

He took Eugenio as his baptismal
name in honour of the pope, formerly
Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli.

The latest discovery also offers evi
dence that, contrary to popular claims,
not only was Pius never an antisemite,
he was pro-Zionist in his sympathies.

As Papal Nuncio (equivalent to am
bassador) to Bavaria in 1917,he inter
vened through the German govern
ment to assure the Jews of Palestine
that they would be protected from any
harm from the Ottoman Turks.

Dr Hesemann said that Pacelli also

directly contacted the World Zionist
Organisation representative Nachum
Sokolov, and used his influence to ar
range for him to meet Pope Benedict
XV in 1917to discuss a Jewish home
land in Palestine.

In 1926, Pacelli encouraged Catho
lics in Germany to join the Committee
pro-palestina, which supported Jewish
settlements in Palestine.

In 1938 he opposed a Polish bill out
lawing shechitah because he felt that

Vatican records show
Pope Pius in new light
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ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SYMPOSIUM  

ORGANIZED BY THE "PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION" 

Hall of the Swiss, Castel Gandolfo 
Thursday, 19 September 2008 

  

Dear Mr Krupp, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am happy to meet with you at the conclusion of the important symposium organized by the 
Pave the Way Foundation. I know that many eminent scholars have participated in this 
reflection on the numerous works of my beloved predecessor - the Servant of God Pope Pius 
XII - accomplished during the difficult period around the time of the second world war. I 
warmly welcome each of you especially Mr Gary Krupp, President of the Foundation, whom 
I thank for the kind words expressed on your behalf. I am grateful to him for informing me 
how your work has been undertaken during the symposium. You have analyzed without bias 
the events of history and concerned yourselves only with seeking the truth. I also greet those 
accompanying you on this visit, as well as your family members and loved ones at home.  

The focus of your study has been the person and the tireless pastoral and humanitarian work 
of Pius XII, Pastor Angelicus. Fifty years have passed since his pious death here at Castel 
Gandolfo early on the ninth of October 1958, after a debilitating disease. This anniversary 
provides an important opportunity to deepen our knowledge of him, to meditate on his rich 
teaching and to analyze thoroughly his activities. So much has been written and said of him 
during these last five decades and not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity 
have been examined in a just light. The aim of your symposium has been precisely to address 
some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful and documented examination of many of his 
interventions, especially those in favour of the Jews who in those years were being targeted 
all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them 
from the face of the earth. When one draws close to this noble Pope, free from ideological 
prejudices, in addition to being struck by his lofty spiritual and human character one is also 
captivated by the example of his life and the extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can 
also come to appreciate the human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his 
long years of ministry, especially in providing organized assistance to the Jewish people.  

Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by 
many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of 
knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist 
regimes. One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in 
their favour either directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions 
of the Catholic Church. In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention 
to his many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete 
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situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the 
worst and save the greatest number of Jews. This courageous and paternal dedication was 
recognized and appreciated during and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish 
communities and individuals who showed their gratitude for what the Pope had done for 
them. One need only recall Pius XII’s meeting on the 29th of November 1945 with eighty 
delegates of German concentration camps who during a special Audience granted to them at 
the Vatican, wished to thank him personally for his generosity to them during the terrible 
period of Nazi-fascist persecution. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your visit and for the research you have undertaken. 
Thanks also to the Pave the Way Foundation for its ongoing activity in promoting 
relationships and dialogue between religions, as witnesses of peace, charity and 
reconciliation. It is my great hope that this year, which marks the fiftieth-anniversary of my 
venerated predecessor’s death, will provide the opportunity to promote in-depth studies of 
various aspects of his life and his works in order to come to know the historical truth, 
overcoming every remaining prejudice. With these sentiments I invoke upon you and the 
proceedings of your symposium an abundance of divine blessings.  

  

© Copyright 2008 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Gary Krupp and his wife Meredith, founders of the Pave the Way
Foundation, which is sponsoring a symposium in Rome in

September on the war-time role of Pope Pius XII. Krupp, who is
Jewish, has been named a Knight of St. Gregory by the Church

ANGELS AND
DEMONS IN

ROME

Irecentlyhad two encounters in Rome which I thought
you might be interested in hearing about. The first was
with members of the cast of the film version of the

novel Angels and Demons by Dan Brown, published in
2000 - the "prequel" to The Da vl'nci Code - which is
scheduled for release in 2009. Some scenes for this

upcoming film were shot recently during nearly a day and
night on the street directly leading to St. Peter's Basilica,
the VIadelia ConClllazione. It is the same street where my
office at the Congregation for Eastern Churches is locat
ed, and within sight of my residence.

To put my "encounter" in
context, it is helpful to give a
brief summary of the story's
plot. A Harvard "symbolo
gist," Robert Langdon, by
examining a symbol found
"seared" upon the chest of a
murdered physicist, recog
nizes "the resurgence of an
ancient secret brotherhood
known as the Illuminati." This

organization embarks upon a
"final phase" of its vendetta
"against its most hated enemy
- the Catholic Church." An

"unstoppable bomb" is hidden
in Vatican City and set to det
onate. Two of the main char
acters (Langdon and Vittoria
Vetra) purportedly attempt "to
assist the Vatican in a desper
ate bid for survival."

The director for Angels and
Demons is, as with The Da
Vl'nci Code, Ron Howard,
with Tom Hanks playing the
role of Langdon, becoming,
according to the online Amer
ican Chronicle, "the highest
paid actor for a single film."

But Howard met with a

snag. The diocese of Rome
decided to bar the producers
from using two churches in
Rome as sites for the movie.

Undeterred, the film-mak
ers persisted, obtaining permission to film on VIa delia
ConClliazione.

This is where I had the opportunity to interact directly
with about 20 of the hundreds of crew members who fre

quented the street and adjacent areas.
They walked. They talked. They paused at coffee bars.

I decided to dress casually and to mingle. Many were con
tent to "take a break" and spoke very openly over a cap
pucino, thinking that I was just an amiable tourist.

52
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. What were their comments? Those of one person who
described himself as a "production official" were quite
typical: "The wretched Church is against us yet again and
is making problems. There are some of us who are friends
with Dan Brown (the author of the book and executive
producer of the movie). Like most of us, he often says that
he would do anything to demolish that detestable institu
tion, the Catholic Church. And we will triumph. You will
see ."

I remarked calmly: "Excuse me, but I am not sure that
I actually understand your position."

His reply, with several oth
ers chiming in their approval,
was: "Within a generation
there will be no more Catholic
Church, at least not in Western
Europe. And really the media
deserves to take much of the
credit for its demise.

"We see the same success

now happening everywhere,
even across North America.

The public is finally getting our
message: the Catholic Church
must be weakened and eventu

ally it must disappear from the
earth. It is humanity's chief
enemy. This has always been
the case.

"Look at this pathetic Pope
and his predecessor. Both have
tried frantically to reverse the
trend. But their efforts faced
doom because we are too
strong. And we have radio,
television, Hollywood, the
music and video industries,
along with just about every
newspaper which exists, all
saying the same thing.

"It is more than many of us
would have dared to hope just a
few years back. It is a kind of
revolution, and the colleges
and universities, as well as the
young, are on our side, too.
Everywhere you turn the

Church has become reduced to ruins. And ruins are all that
should be left!"

The Rome diocese was prudent to declare its refusal.
For beneath the movie's disguise of "saving the Vati

can" lurks the familiar anti-Catholic rhetoric. There are
many misrepresentations generated by the "debate about
which is to be trusted - science or religion." Not surpris
ingly, there is total disregard for the affinities between
those two spheres - as made clear by the Pontifical
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Academy of Sciences. And there are the usual allegations
of Vatican conspiracy and cover-up (e.g., the murder of a
Pope), and of sexual impropriety (a Pope is the biological
father of one priest in the story). Fraudulent theological
claims are set forth (e.g., Langdon tells a class of univer
sity students that the origin of the Eucharist is found in
Aztec religion and the Church simply appropriated and
manipulated the ritual). The list goes on (e.g., the sugges
tion that Jesus was married).

The web encyclopedia, Wikipedia, though sometimes
not a completely trustworthy source of information, does
manage to identify several of the book's most glaring errors
and declares that Brown is "a poor researcher of history."

My second encounter was far more edifying. I serve on
the Rome board of advisors of the Pave the Way Founda
tion, based in New York. The organization was co-found
ed in 2002 by Gary and Meredith Krupp, with the purpose
of promoting interreligious relations "through cultural,
technological and intellectual gestures." The range of
those "gestures" is as extensive as it is impressive. The
motivation for Pave the Way is perhaps best expressed in
its mission statement: "The time has come that we must
now recognize the dangers of ignorance, which begets
bigotry, apathy and silence." (www.ptw.forg)

What is remarkable is that the Krupps, a Jewish couple,
have embraced, among their many causes, that of
Catholic-Jewish dialogue. When the Krupps visit Rome,
their "team" regularly meets and we exchange insights on

Imagine a world enlivened by the wisdom of
Socrates, Aristotle, Cicero, St. Augustine,
St. Thomas Aquinas, Dante, Shakespeare,
Madison, Cardinal Newman and T.S. Eliot ....

Imagine shaping thefuture with a

legacy gift today.
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whatever the Foundation's current projects are.
Our latest gathering was especially noteworthy and

joyful because on June 18, Pave the Way arranged for a
"group of Holocaust survivors" to be "received in audi
ence" by Pope Benedict XVI. These "Jewish survivors
were all very grateful for the opportunity to ( ... ) thank the
Pope for the intervention of the Roman Catholic Church
for saving their lives during World War II" (Zenit).

And there is more to come. In September, Pave the
Way will host a symposium in Rome with various experts
who will be panelists and who will analyze what is known
to date about the Church's role during the Holocaust and
with a particular focus upon Pope Pius XII. "The audience
will be more than lOO mostly Jewish religious, education
and community leaders from around the world."

Meanwhile, press reports say Vatican archivists study
ing the Church's records from the 1940s continue to pre
pare thousands of documents to be opened.

The net result of their efforts, like that of this crucially
important symposium, will surely be to bring us closer to
the truth of who is responsible for the appalling injustice
done to the reputation of the heroic Pius XII.

The "demons" have had their say for long enough. Let
us pray that some "angels" may finally be heard and
believed! •

Father O'Connor, a Canadian, is an official with the
riztican s Congregation for Eastern Churches.
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Other: Vatican shares 
artifacts with Israel
Posted on 12 January, 2005

The Vatican will present the works 
of Moses Maimonides, one of the 
most influential figures in modern 
Jewish thought to Israel for scholarly 
study. With this gesture, the Vatican 
hopes to continue to bridge the divide 
between Jews and Christians 
worldwide. 

The loaning of the manuscripts is also 
viewed as an offering to resolve other 
political and social disagreements in 
Israel, including Hebrew University's 
partial use of a convent since 1948 
that the Vatican wants back, and 
property tax exemptions for religious 
institutions. 

Catholic News Agency, Jan 10, 2005 

Catholic News Agency reports that 
later this month, Pope John Paul II will 
receive a delegation of about 160 
rabbis, cantors and American lay Jews 
who wish to thank the Pope for his 
years of good will and hard work 
toward bridging cultural and religious 
divides between the two faiths. There, 
they will discuss the display of the 
priceless artifacts for the first time in 
Israel. 

The Vatican?s gesture is being viewed 
as a major step toward improved 
relations. According to the South 
Florida Sun-Sentinel, ?The loaning ! of 
the manuscripts is also viewed as an 
offering to resolve other political and  
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social disagreements in Israel, 
including Hebrew University's partial 
use of a convent since 1948 that the 
Vatican wants back, and property tax 
exemptions for religious institutions.? 

Gary Krupp, who helped to make the 
loan happen, reported to the Sun-
Sentinel that the benefit of this loan 
and future gestures like it ?would be 
astronomical.? 

Maimonides was a 12th century sage 
from Egypt known for, among other 
things, the first codification of Jewish 
law. His writings have greatly 
influenced both Jewish and Christian 
thought for centuries. 

The one of a kind document, recorded 
by a scribe in the 1400?s is one of the 
few remaining records of Maimonides 
after Jewish opponents who considered 
him a heretic burned much of his 
original work. 

During the Middle Ages, the Catholic 
Church safeguarded many of the major 
works of western thought, and retains 
many original documents within its 
archives. 

The Maimonides manuscript is among 
at least three other medieval 
manuscripts, which could be on display 
at the Israel Museum as early as this 
May. 

Krupp was happy to report that the 
Vatican had maintained the documents 
perfectly. 
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Pave the Way Foundation Helps to 
Orchestrate Loan of Timeless 
Masterpieces from the Vatican Library to 
the People of Israel

Leading officials of the 
Israeli government and religious leaders of the Catholic and Jewish faiths attended the 
opening of the exhibit of the Maimonides Manuscripts at the Israel Museum. The exhibit 
opened on Tuesday, September 27th with numerous dignitaries in attendance.

Gary Krupp KCSG, and Meredith Krupp founders of the Pave the Way Foundation, led a 
delegation of religious leaders from the Jewish and Christian faiths to celebrate this 
important gesture of inter-religious cooperation. In attendance were the two chief rabbis of 
Israel, Archbishop Pietro Sambi, Apostolic Nuncio to Israel and the Holy Land, Fr. 
Raffaele Farina SBD, Prefect to the Vatican Library, Dr. Claudia Montuschi, Director of 
Loans for the Vatican library, Zvi Tal, of the Israeli foreign ministry, and Ambassador 
Moshe Fox, former Consul General for Israel in Washington DC.

Pave the Way Foundation initiated and obtained final approval to add the Vatican Library 
portion of the exhibit as part of the Israel Museum&#s 40th anniversary celebration. The 
Vatican provided a magnificently illustrated manuscript of Moses Maimonides&#8217; 
Mishneh Torah in the original Hebrew. The Vatican Museum also provided Jacob ben 
Asher&#s Arba&#ah Turim from 1435, as well as a complete Hebrew Bible codex and a 
book of Psalms, both produced in Rome in the 13th century, among the earliest such 
manuscripts in existence.

&#8220;This is the first time in history these manuscripts have been on Israeli soil, 
representing a new level of cooperation and cultural exchange between the Holy See and 
the State of Israel,&#8221; said Gary Krupp KCSG, President and founder of Pave the 
Way Foundation, &#8220;The future looks extremely promising for many other historic 
advances between the Catholic Church and the Jewish people. We will continue to 
promote these gestures of good will to open more areas of communication and 
cooperation.&#8221; 

Pave the Way Foundation, whose mission is to bring together men of good will, no matter 

http://www.prnewsnow.com/TextNews/68081.html (1 of 2)12/2/2007 8:48:37 AM

http://www.prnewsnow.com/


Pave the Way Foundation Helps to Orchestrate Loan of Timeless Masterpieces from the Vatican Library to the People of Israel

what religious background, has devoted much time and effort towards working with the 
officials of the Israeli Government and the representatives of the Holy See in Israel to 
move for the finalization of fundamental agreements for establishing full diplomatic 
relations between Israel and the Vatican. Among other accomplishments, in January 2005, 
PTWF led a group of more than a hundred forty Jewish leaders to a private audience with 
Pope John Paul II, to thank him for all he has done for the Jewish people. Other projects 
are ongoing.

The Chronicle of Philanthropy featured the Maimonides Manuscripts loan and Pave The 
Way Foundation&#s role in the September 15th edition. This prestigious publication is 
known as the &#8216;newspaper of the nonprofit world&#8217;. It is the number one 
news source, in print and online, for charity leaders, fund raisers, grant makers, and other 
people involved in the philanthropic enterprise.

About Pave the Way Foundation
PTWF has a simple yet monumental goal: To enhance the relations between the 
world&#8217;s religions through gestures of good will and thereby embracing their 
similarities and savoring their differences. In today&#8217;s world, some individuals try 
to achieve their agenda through violence, in the name of religion. To silently allow this to 
happen defames every faith. The vision of PTWF is that the unified voice of the 
world&#8217;s great religious leaders condemning violence and promoting trust will pave 
the way to peace.

Contact:
Gary Krupp or Neil Berro
350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3805
New York, NY 10118
(212) 629-0046
http://www.pavethewayfoundation.org
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The Benedict Notes 
Lately I've been reading quite a lot of Benedict XVI's writings. The main thing I've noticed is that as much as I 

loved John Paul II, I did not find him readable. Benedict, on the other hand, has captured my imagination 

and my mind. This blog is dedicated to posting his thoughts, sometimes my reflections, news reports I find 

interesting, and always, an invitation to dialog.

Monday, February 26, 2007

Pope Benedict XVI Honors Gary Krupp of New York for Work 

With Pave the Way Foundation

As a gesture of gratitude in recognition of his dedicated and tireless efforts on behalf of Catholic-

Jewish and Vatican-Israeli relations, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has bestowed the rank of 

Knight Commander with a Silver Star of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great 

upon Mr. Gary Krupp of New York.

Vatican City State (PRWeb) February 25, 2007 -- As a gesture of gratitude in recognition of his 

dedicated and tireless efforts on behalf of Catholic-Jewish and Vatican-Israeli relations, His 

Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has bestowed the rank of Knight Commander with a Silver Star of 

the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great upon Mr. Gary Krupp of New York.

The conferral of the Silver Star marks the second time Krupp has been honored by the Supreme 

Pontiff, having been previously invested as a Knights Commander in the same order by the late 
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Pope John Paul II. Gary and his wife Meredith founded Pave the Way Foundation, a nonprofit 

charity dedicated to the promotion of peace and understanding between religions through 

cultural, technological and education exchanges.

His Eminence Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Vatican Secretary of State, presented Mr. Krupp with 

the honor in Rome, following the presentation of the Bodmer Papyrus to Pope Benedict XVI, as 

a gift given to the Vatican Library through the initiative of Pave the Way Foundation. Also 

present for the conferral were His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, Archivist of the Holy 

Roman Church, and His Excellency Bishop Raffaele Farina, SBD Prefect of the Vatican Library.

Mr. Krupp holds the distinction of being the only Jewish man in history to be invested as a 

Knights Commander of St. Gregory with a Silver Star and to also be invested as an Officer 

Brother in the Order of St. John, an honor he received by consent of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth in 2005.

About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is dedicated to achieving peace by bridging "the 

intellectual gap," promoting tolerance and understanding, by enhancing relations between 

religions through cultural, technological and intellectual gestures. The Foundation has a simple 

yet monumental vision: To enable all the world's religions to mutually realize that extremism, 

politics and personal agendas must not be allowed to poison the true benevolent message 

common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their 

similarities and savoring their differences. 

posted by AnnieElf at 9:30 AM 1 Comments Links to this post   
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HISTORIC MEETING WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II

CANTORS GO TO ROME!

The JMCA and thirteen Cantors of the association were invited to a special private audience with His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II in Vatican City on Tuesday, January 18, 2005. Pave The Way Foundation , a non-profit 

corporation, took this initiative by choosing the JMCA to represent the Jewish Community amongst some 160 
Jewish clergy and lay leaders.

The Jewish dignitaries traveled to Rome specifically to recognize and to thank

Pope John Paul II for his efforts during his 26-year pontificate in bringing down the walls of hate, as well as his 
contribution towards religious reconciliation with the Jewish People and the State of Israel. The Rabbis in 

attendance recited a special prayer and the Cantors sang a special blessing, the Shehecheyahu, to commemorate this 
event at the Vatican in Clementine Hall.

The group attending this special audience with the Pope was headed by

Mr. Gary Krupp, President of Pave The Way Foundation along with Oded Ben-Hur, Israeli Ambassador to the 
Holy See; Amire Ofek, Israeli Consul for Media in New York; Rabbi Adam Mintz, President of the New York 

Board of Rabbis; Rabbi Shmuel Rene Sirot, Past Chief Rabbi of Europe and France; Rabbi David Lincoln, Chief 
Rabbi of the Park Avenue Synagogue, New York; Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Chief Rabbi of Efrat, Jerusalem; Rabbi 

Joseph Arbib of the Great Synagogue in Rome and Gadi Golan, former Director of Religious Affairs for the Israel 
Foreign Ministry.

One of the scheduled and exciting items on the agenda was a rare visit to the Vatican’s Jewish archives. The 
Cantors, all of whom are members of the Jewish Ministers Cantors Association of America presented a concert at 

the Great Synagogue of Rome on Monday, January 17 at 8:00 PM for the delegation and representatives of the 
Vatican and the Roman Jewish Community. Participants in this concert were Cantors: Avraham Amar, Eliezer 
Kepecs, Josh Rubenstein, Leslie Rimer, Motti Fuchs, Victor I. Beck, Yehuda Rossler, Michael Trachtenberg, 

David Montefiore, Steve Shor, Ofer Barnoy, Gadi Elon and Sol Zim.

The JMCA, once known as the Chazzanim Farband is the oldest and most prestigious cantorial association in 

http://www.thejmca.com/events.html (12 of 16)8/10/2007 6:25:10 PM
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America. The JMCA has a glorious history and a membership that included some of the greatest talents of the past 
century. It is interesting to note that on December 9, 1947 the Jewish Ministers Cantors Association of America 

held its 50th Anniversary Concert at the Metropolitan Opera House with such luminaries as: Cantors Berele Chagy, 
Moshe Ganchoff, Samuel Vigoda, Leib Glantz, Eliezer Zaslavsky, Moshe Koussevitsky and Benzion Kapov-

Kagan.

The JMCA leadership has been a proponent of dialogue and rapprochement and is delighted with the events in 
Rome. Pope John Paul II will be remembered as an extraordinary human being, a credit to the Creator who made 

him and a source of everlasting hope to all humankind.

JMCA Cantors as they await audience with with John Paul II IN Clementine Hall - January 18, 2005
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Cantor David Montefiore, JMCA President being greeted by Pope John Paul II

The Pope's Gift to the Cantors
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Young John Paul II

Cantors on Bimah of the Tempio Maggiore at concert for the Roman Community January 17, 2005
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Program of Concert at Tempio Maggiore at concert for the Roman Community January 17, 2005
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But the personal tales may be
more compelling. Pacelli's
childhood best friend was
Guido Mendes, an Orthodox
Jewish boy. He tells how Pacel
li shared Shabbat meals with
him. Mendes taught him He
brew, and Pacelli helped him to
emigrate to Palestine in 1938.

Pius XII's detractors prefer to
criticize rather than simply
look at the evidence. Two years
ago, Pope Benedict XVI or
dered the opening of the Vati
can's archives up to 1939, con
taining much evidence of
Eugenio Pacelli's activities
leading up to his papacy.
According to the sign-in sheets,
few of Pius' critics have both
ered to come to the archives to
view the material.

Pinchas Lapide, a Jewish his
torian, theologian and Israeli
ambassador, stated that the ac
tions and policies of Pius XII
saved as many as 860,000 Jews.

Albert Einstein, Golda Meir,
the chief rabbi of Palestine, the
chief rabbi of Rome and the
heads of every Jewish organiza
tion showered praise upon him
during his lifetime.

Were all these witnesses who
lived through the war mis
guided?

Gary 1. Krupp is president of
the Pave the Way Foundation,
which has many of the docu
ments noted here online at
ptwforg and which will soon
publish a book with the main
evidence in English, Hebrew,
Spanish and French.

Pius XII: Unfairly tarred as Nazi
sympathizer and anti-Semite.

ness" of Pacelli's hatred of Na
tional Socialism and of Hitler.

• In 1947, at the United Na
tions, he encouraged the 17
Catholic countries out of the 33
in favor to vote for the parti
tioning of Palestine to create
the State of Israel.

• A 1948 deposition by Gen.
Karl Wolff, the SS commandant
for Italy, revealed the Nazis'
wartime plan to kidnap the
pope, kill countless cardinals
and seize the Vatican.

grate as "Non Aryan Catholic
Jews." He smuggled Jews into
the Americas and Asia. He or
dered the lifting of cloister for
men and women to enter mon
asteries, convents and churches
to hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a
single day.

Among the 5,000 pages of
documents that Pave the Way
has located, there is abundant
evidence that Pacelli was a life
long friend of the Jews. Some
highlights:

• In 1917, at the request of
World Zionist Organization Di
rector Nachum Sokolow, Nun
cio Pacelli intervened with the
Germans to protect the Jews of
Palestine from extermination
by the Ottoman Turks.

• In 1925,Pacelli arranged for
Sokolow to meet with Pope
Benedict XV to discuss a Jew
ish homeland in Palestine.

• In 1930, Pacelli supported
the German bishops' orders ex
communicating anyone who
joined "the Hitler Party."

• In 1938, Pacelli intervened
to defeat a Polish anti-kosher
ing law.

• In 1939, A.W. Klieforth, the
US .consul general based in
Cologne, Germany, wrote a
confidential letter to Washing
ton reporting on the "extreme-

news articles concerning Pius'
actions from every Jewish, Is
raeli and political leader of the
era who lived through the war.

A few articles in the postwar
era suggested tl:iat he should
have done more to t.tonfront the
Nazis - but it w'a~n't until
1963, in the wake of the ficti

tious play "The Deputy\\,:"ritten five years after Pius. ~ed),
that accusations began flowing
that he had failed to act, that he
was a cold-hearted Nazi sym
pathizer who couldn't care less .
about the Jewish people.

The evidence strongly sug
gests this was part of a KGB-di
rected and -financed bid to
smear Pius, a Soviet disinfor
mation campaign meant to dis
credit the Catholic Church,
which at that time was pro
foundly anti-Communist.

In any case, the facts simply
don't match what so many have
come to believe about Pius.
. It is unquestionable that Pius
XII intervened to save countless
Jews at a time most nations 
even FDR's America - refused
to accept these refugees. He is
sued false baptismal papers and
obtained visas for them to emi-

GARY L. KRUPP

Pius XII's real wartime record

OPINION
Friend to the Jews

A RECENT papal decree

moved Pop~, Pius XII,
among others, closer to
sainthood - returning to

the forefront the controversy
over his role in World War II
and the Holocaust.

Growing up Jewish in
Queens, I never dreamt I would
be defending the man I once
believed to be a Nazi sympa
thizer and an anti-Semite. But
my work since 2002 with my
wife, Meredith, and the Pave
the Way Foundation has led me
to this point.

We founded Pave the Way to
identify and eliminate nontheo
logical obstacles between reli
gions. Thus, despite our early
prejudices, we decided to in
vestigate the papacy of Pius XII
(Eugenio Pacelli), one of to
day's greatest sources of hurt
between Jews and Catholics.

After years of research in
documentary evidence and
eyewitness testimony, what we
found shocked us. We found
nothing but praise and positive

A POLITICAL TEST FOR TEACHERS
U of Minnesota's ed-school travesty

WHEN a child doesn't finish

his homework, who's at
fault? The Race, Culture,
Class and Gender Task

~rn.l1n in thp TTn1-tTPrc1tu n.t l\1f;n.ru~_

ADAM
KISSEL

Did Johnny get a math problem
wrong? Maybe it's because of so
ciety's "demands for assimilation
to white, middle-class, Christian
........,..co"' .•...•; .•...•• rC" .,. .•...•rt .•,..,1~.•~'" "

The task group evidently wants to in
vade the thoughts, values, attitudes and
beliefs of future teachers to make sure
that they have the proper "dispositions"
to be allowed to teach our youth. They
recommend tests of "intercultural sensi
tivitv" and "cultural intelli2:ence." Thev.

way. The Foundation for Individual
Rights in Education, where I work, wrote
the university's president a detailed letter
last month. We pointed out that this pro
posal is the opposite of a liberal educa
tion in a free society because it 'Would
,te;Jch_th::Jt_t hp._;;n Jthor~ tip~_ppr_f"If'1_..-iprir1p
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Local East Enders Are Granted An Audience With John 
Paul II 

By Kelly Krieger 

I can remember as a teenager attending a mass gathering with 
thousands of people in attendance when Pope John Paul II 
visited Long Island. I went with my mother, grandmother and 
sister and vividly recall watching him in the distance as he 
slowly rode by in his motorcade. Although physically far away, 
he was omnipresent.  

On January 18th, an historic meeting took place at the 
Apostolic Palace in the Vatican City State of Rome. Five 
members of the Monte family of Montauk and more than sixty 
Rabbis from across the globe, along with seventy five others, 
bringing the total to 140 individuals, met as a group with Pope 
John Paul II.  

The purpose of this gathering was to give thanks, pay tribute 
and show support of His Holiness for all his hard work on 
behalf of the Jewish people and for his efforts towards creating 
peace among different religions throughout the world. 
Considering the current state of affairs, the significance of this 
special day was perhaps even more powerful and spiritual than 
anticipated. 

Commendatore Gary L. Krupp, President of the Pave the Way  
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Commendatore Gary L. Krupp, President of the Pave the Way Foundation, a New York based organization 
dedicated to bridging the gap between religions in the name of world peace, organized the event, and just 
happens to be a very close friend of the Monte family. He extended an invitation to thank them for their 
continuous support of his organization.  

Recently back from this journey, Paul Monte took a few minutes to share details of his visit with me. He told 
me that it was a life-changing experience and he was grateful to have been able share it with several 
members of his family. His father, Angelo Monte Sr., who recently celebrated his 85th birthday, had never 
been to Italy and certainly had never met the Pope, and was thrilled and humbled. Also in attendance was 
Nick Monte, Lola Monte (Nick’s wife), and Paul’s brother, Chip.  

On the morning of the meeting, the group was informed that everyone might not have the opportunity to 
personally meet the Pope. Eighty-four years old, he has battled with many ailments and needs to be careful 
not to over-exert himself.  

That morning, nine buses drove the group to the Vatican. At approximately 11:30 a.m., the visitors were 
escorted to Sala Clementina in the Apostolic Palace where they were asked to wait. Less than half an hour 
later Pope John Paul II entered the room. Commendatore Krupp delivered his spiritual words of thanks, 
three of the Rabbis, each representing a different sect of the Jewish Faith, bestowed their blessings on His 
Holiness and then the Pope warmly greeted the group and thanked everyone for coming. He gave words of 
encouragement and reinforced the accomplishments of the Pave the Way Foundation. “We must gather all 
the religions together in the name of peace,” he added. He ended with a pontifical blessing on all the 
members of the group and a heartfelt Shalom. 

Everyone applauded and then patiently waited their turns. Gary Krupp stayed at the Pope’s side while each 
person shared a brief but intimate moment with him. Paul, Angelo Sr., Nick, Lola, and Chip were at the end 
of the line and were unsure if they would be able to meet the Pope. And then, His Holiness motioned to 
continue and they all made their way toward him. Each stood before the Pope while he took their hands 
and nodded his head. Each member of the delegation was handed a pontifical medallion or a set of rosary 
beads as a remembrance of this historic visit. 

Paul mentioned that the entire group was silent for quite a while after their encounters. “Being in his 
presence, an amazing warm feeling came over me when I shook his hand,” Chip Monte said.  

Gary Krupp was honored in 2000 by The Holy See and Pope John Paul II, and was invested as a Knights 
Commander of the Pontifical Order of St. Gregory the Great, making him only the seventh Jewish man in 
history to be honored this way. His work and dedication continues to grow, gaining common ground among 
various religious groups.  

It can sometimes be difficult to watch the news and read the papers these days. Society deals with 
adversity in different ways. If we work together to educate our children and open their hearts, our future 
generations will be in a better place. It takes many individuals to form a group and a special bond. The 
Pave the Way Foundation is just one example of how we can make that happen. 
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ACK IN 1999, British author John Cornwell published a

controversial and widely publicized book called Hitler’s

Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII. The title was misleading on

two levels: first, in that it implied and depicted Pius as a

faithful Nazi; second, in that it assumed the man’s story long

had been kept a secret.

Six years later came a counterblast in the shape of The Myth of

Hitler’s Pope: How Pope Pius XII Rescued Jews from the Nazis by

David G. Dalin, who is not only Jewish but also a rabbi.

So there we had it. A liberal Catholic accusing a pope of

Nazism; a Jewish academic and ordained cleric praising the

wartime pontiff as a friend of anti-Nazism and the Jewish

people. The twenty-first-century Pius wars had begun.

And now, another front has opened, with the making by

Catholic director and writer Liana Marabini of a movie called

Shades of Truth, which will be shown at this month’s Cannes

Film Festival. The title does not appear to refer to the more

famous and similarly named film about sado-masochism.

However, it is somewhat painful to watch—a one-sided

hagiography presenting a man who utters progressive

aphorisms as he strides along Vatican hallways shaming his

contemporaries as they fail to properly empathize with

Europe’s poor Jews. It also makes the outlandish claim that

Pius saved 800,000 Jewish lives, a boast that even his most

aggressive academic supporters would never make.

B
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In one scene, which naturally is used in marketing materials

for the film, Pius is shown wearing a yellow star pinned to his

papal cassock. It never happened in real life, of course; and

even in Shades of Truth, the scene is confined to a dream

sequence. So it’s misleading at best, if not noisily dishonest.

But imagine if the leader of world Catholicism really had worn

such a symbol of degradation and genocide? Urban legend long

has had it that the King of Denmark wore such a star as he rode

the streets of Copenhagen in his carriage; it’s not true, but the

point is that those who knew him always accepted the

anecdote because it was authentic to his character and attitude

toward his Jewish subjects. The King of Morocco actually did

request yellow stars for himself and his family when told that

Moroccan Jews would have to wear them. And this from an

Arab Muslim monarch living under occupation. But with Pius,

the story simply doesn’t fit. Even in dream.

HE STORY of Eugenio Pacelli, elected to the papacy in

March 1939 as Pius XII, is complex. Anyone searching for

absolute purity of motive and some sort of anachronistic philo-

semitism and embrace of modern pluralism will be

disappointed. He was a man of his time and his faith:

obsessively frightened of Communism and its campaign

against the Church; obviously unaware of who would triumph

in the Second World War. His official actions consistently

reflected these fears and uncertainties.

T
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Pius XII almost certainly had no personal animus against

Jewish people, always rejected the eugenics and intolerance of

National Socialism, and on a personal level did what he could

to save the lives of Jews around him. Before he became Pope,

Cardinal Pacelli drafted the papal encyclical condemning Nazi

racism and had it read from every pulpit. As Pope, he had the

Vatican use its assets to ransom Jews from the Nazis, ran an

elaborate escape route, and hid Jewish families in the papal

palace of Castel Gondolfo. In 1945, Rabbi Herzog of Jerusalem,

for example, thanked Pius, “for his lifesaving efforts on behalf

of the Jews during the occupation of Italy.” When the pontiff

died in 1958, Golda Meir, then Israeli foreign minister,

delivered a eulogy at the United Nations praising the man for

his work on behalf of her people.

For almost a generation, in fact, it was considered a political

absolute that the Church was a member of a coalition of

victims during the Second World War, and Pius was

mentioned alongside Churchill and Roosevelt as part of the

team of morally correct wartime leaders. It was only in the

1960s that the conversation around this issue began to change,

partly because of the work of a German playwright named Rolf

Hochhuth, who alleged in his 1963 play The Deputy that the

Vatican not only had ignored the suffering of the Jews but

tacitly and sometimes explicitly had supported the Nazis. The

truth, however, is more of a via media than a via dolorosa.
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While the Pope did not issue an outright attack on the Nazis’

treatment of the Jews, his supporters argue that this was

because the leaders of the Catholic Church in Holland had

made just such a public statement condemning the Nazi

deportation of the Jewish people. In response the Germans had

arrested and murdered every Dutch Jewish convert to

Catholicism they could find. (Tragically, those arrests and

deportations were only a matter of time anyway.)

Pius was such a friend of the Jews, the argument continues,

that when the Chief Rabbi of Rome, Israel Zolli, converted to

Roman Catholicism after the war, he took Pius’s name,

Eugenio, in his christening as a tribute to the Pope’s work on

behalf of the Jews. That’s also true but doesn’t really change

much. On a personal level, as noted above, Pius certainly did

what he could to save lives; but on a public level—where

multitudes could be saved—he did far less.

Pius was not “Hitler’s Pope,” and the Nazis always considered

him a threat. His failure was that he never made that threat a

reality by speaking out resolutely against the Holocaust,

invariably terrified of what would happen to the world’s

Catholics if he did and advised by some around him that the

alternative to the Germans was the Soviets. It’s an

understandable dilemma, but a defiant Pope could have

influenced hundreds of millions of Catholics, many of them

serving in armies allied to the Germans. The risk would have
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been enormous, but Christianity isn’t supposed to be about

safety and complacency.

Thus there are indeed numerous shades of truth around Pope

Pius. Unfortunately, this risible movie only deepens the

polarization and so makes it more difficult for a reasonable

analysis to take place. The late Sir Martin Gilbert, one of the

finest historians of the Holocaust and the Second World War

and a man I was fortunate enough to call a friend, once put it

like this:

This was a pre-Vatican II Catholic Church in the middle of a

war that, for the most part, was not between Germans and

the west but Nazis and Stalinists. If, say, John Paul II had

been Pope, the story may have been different. Throw in

subsequent rifts between the Catholic right and left, and the

regrettable politicization of the Shoah and truth is

extremely difficult to find.

The entire political and religious landscape has changed today,

and some of these old battles obscure contemporary truths.

Pius didn’t act particularly badly for a man of his era but, I

suppose, he did act particularly normally. For someone

thought to be the direct successor to St. Peter, given the keys of

the kingdom by Jesus Christ, that’s just not good enough, no

matter how well that truth is shaded.
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Diane Montagna

WORLD APRIL 15, 2015

Secret Archives Show Vatican Tried to
Stop Armenian Genocide
The evidence for Pope Francis' condemnation of Turkey's extermination of

Christians

VATICAN CITY — Why did Pope Francis’ controversial comments on Sunday about the “Armenian
Genocide” cause such a furor in Turkey?

To help understand the true history behind the 1915-16 atrocity, Aleteia interviewed the German
historian and author, Dr. Michael Hesemann, who was in Rome for Sunday’s Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica commemorating the 100th anniversary of the genocide, otherwise known as Metz
Yeghern [the Great Evil]. 

The atrocity involved the Ottoman government’s systematic extermination of its minority
Armenian subjects inside their historic homeland which lies within the territory constituting
present-day Turkey. The total number of people killed in what is also known as the Armenian
Holocaust is estimated at between 1 and 1.5 million. 

In a new book entitled, The Armenian Genocide [Völkermord an den Armeniern], Hesemann reveals
for the first time the content of never-before-published documents on “the greatest crime of
World War I,” and how Pope Benedict XV and Vatican diplomacy tried to stop the deportations of
the Armenians into the Syrian desert, save the victims and prevent the massacre of an entire
people. 

In this interview, Hesemann shares his findings, which include evidence of Masonic involvement,
and expresses both his admiration for Pope Francis for drawing attention to the genocide of
Christians and ethnic minorities, and his disappointment over the absence of the German
Ambassador to the Holy See at Sunday’s commemorative Mass.

Dr. Hesemann, what led you to write a book on what documents contained in the Vatican Archives reveal
about the Armenian Genocide? 

Actually it was a kind of coincidence. I work as an historian for the “Pave the Way Foundation” in an
intensive study of all the aspects of the life of Eugenio Pacelli, the man who eventually became
Pope Pius XII. 

From 1917-1925, Pacelli was Nuncio in Munich, so I went through the files of the Apostolic
Nunciature in Munich, only to discover one folder with the title “Persecution of the Armenians”. 

I opened it and found a letter of the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal von Hartmann, to the
Chancellor of the Reich, Graf (Count) Härtling, in which he calls the persecution of the Armenians
“not less brutal than the persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries of Christianity.” The
Archbishop requested an urgent German intervention, unfortunately in vain. 

In the same file I found a copy of a letter written by Pope Benedict XV to the Sultan, asking for
mercy for the innocent Armenians. These documents both touched me and aroused my curiosity. I
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felt I had just touched the tip of an iceberg and was sure I would find more data, and indeed I did —
some 2500 pages so far. 

I soon realized that no historian had ever worked with most of these documents, and that all this
information was obviously unknown even to the leading experts on the Armenocide. 

Given the importance of their content, I decided to write a book, putting the documents in the
context of what we already know about the events of 1915-18.

What was the most surprising and unexpected insight you discovered in the Vatican Archives about the
Armenian genocide?

The most surprising insight was that the Armenian genocide was in fact just part of a bigger plan —
the extermination of all non-muslim minorities in the Ottoman Empire. 

The ruling “Young Turk” movement came in contact with European ideas of nationalism and the
concept that only a homogenous state can be a strong state. That is why they believed that the
weakness of the Ottoman Empire was caused by its multi-religious and multi-ethnic character. 

They wanted to “heal” this “weakness” by eliminating all foreign elements, which first meant the
Christians who numbered 19% of the population in early 1914. Besides the Armenians, also
Aramaic and Assyrian Christians, Catholic and Greek Orthodox Christians were persecuted and
murdered.  

The Turkish claim of a conspiracy between Russia and some Armenian leaders was nothing but a lie
to justify those measures. If that were really the case, why did they kill innocent women and
children, too? And why didn’t they spare the other Christian groups, which were never under
suspicion? Indeed, the Turkish Secretary of the Interior, Talaat Bey, quite frankly told Johann
Mordtmann of the German Embassy, according to a report to Berlin: “The (Turkish) government
uses the war to get rid of our internal enemies — the indigenous Christians of all denominations —
without diplomatic interventions by foreign nations.” 

This is also what we read in some of the Vatican documents, e.g. a report written by Fr. Michael
Liebl, an Austrian Capuchin missionary, who learned in Samsun: “Not the Armenians, the Christians
were sentenced (to death) at a secret meeting of the Young Turks 5 or 6 years ago in Thessaloniki.”

What measures did Benedict XV take diplomatically to help save the Armenians from deportation into the
Syrian desert?

Already in June 1915, the Vatican had a vague idea of what had happened in Eastern Anatolia. One
month later, there was no doubt about the horrible massacres carried out against most of the male
Armenian population. For the whole of August 1915, Msgr. Dolci — the Apostolic Delegate in
Constantinople — did everything humanly possible to interfere diplomatically — without any
success. 

When drastic reports reached the Vatican in September 1915, Pope Benedict XV wasted no more
time and decided to act. He sent an autograph to Sultan Mehmet V, pleading for mercy for the
Armenians. The Turks refused even to receive it. For two months, Msgr. Dolci tried everything to
present it to its addressee, but it was not received by the Sultan. 

Only when he asked both the German and the Austrian ambassador for help was he granted an
audience. When another four weeks later the Sultan answered, most of the deportations were
already completed. All promises of the Turks to end the massacres or spare one group or the other
— or to let them return home — turned out to be lies. 

In December, Pope Benedict referred to the failure of any diplomatic intervention in his allocution
to the Cardinals at the Consistory of December 6, 1915. In it, he spoke of “those sorrowful people
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of the Armenians, almost completely driven into their extermination.”  

In June 1916, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch had to inform the Holy See: “The project of the
extermination of the Armenians in Turkey is still going on. (...) The exiled Armenians ... are
continuously driven into the desert and there stripped of all vital resources. They miserably perish
from hunger, disease and extreme climate. (...) It is certain that the Ottoman government has
decided to eliminate Christianity from Turkey before the World War comes to an end. And all this
happens in the face of the Christian world.”

Why is this only coming to light now?

Well, good question. Of course, the files from the pontificate of Benedict XV have only been open
since the 1990s. Besides this, not too many historians have access to them. And perhaps just
nobody had any idea what he would find there — it’s only a guess.

Among the documents contained in your book, you include a letter written by the Superior of the
Capuchins in Ezrurum, Fr. Norbert Hofer, to the Vatican in October 1915, which states: “The punishment
of the Armenian nation (for alleged uprisings) is merely a pretext used by the Masonic Turkish government
to exterminate all Christian elements in this country.” 

Many readers may be surprised to hear mention of the Masons in relation to the Armenian Genocide,
particularly in light of the desire at the time to unite Turkey, with Sunni Islam as the state religion? Can
you explain how the Masons factor into the Armenian genocide, and who are the “Young Turks” which you
referred to earlier?

Yes, of course. It would have been easy and rather populist to blame Islam for the Armenian
genocide, especially as we are facing the horrible events of our own time in the very same region,
with Islamic States’ massacre against Christians and Yazidis in the north of Syria and the Iraq. 

But none of the responsible politicians, neither Talaat nor Enver nor Cemal Pasha, was a fanatic
Muslim. The Young Turks were anything but fundamentalists. They were a young, revolutionary
movement started by Turkish academics who had studied in most cases in Paris, where they came
in contact with both the ideals of Masonry and European nationalism. Many of them were accepted
by Masonic lodges and indeed the lodge of Thessaloniki became a kind of national headquarters for
them.

Talaat Bey — the man responsible for the Armenocide — was even Grandmaster of the Grand
Orient of the Turkish Masonry. That’s a historical fact. The ideology of the Young Turks can be
described as “proto-fascism." Only race did not play any role as the unifying element, since there is
nothing like a “racially pure” Turk. Rather, it was substituted by religion, namely Sunni Islam. 

Islam was therefore instrumentalized for political reasons. It gave all those who were involved in
the killings a rationale, a justification for their deeds. But behind it was the master plan of a political
ideology, which misused religion for its purposes, and so sought the homogenization of the Turkish
nation.

As an historian who has studied in depth the events and circumstances surrounding the Armenian
genocide, particularly those documented in the Vatican archives, what do you make of Turkey’s reaction
to Pope Francis’ statements on Sunday in which he called the Armenian massacre a “genocide”?

I am very grateful to the Holy Father. On Sunday, we not only saw a beautiful, worthy and solemn
commemoration of the Armenian martyrdom, we also experienced the victory of truth over
diplomacy. 

If you know how fanatically Turkey tries every means to debunk the events of 1915-1916, if you
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follow the chronology of their threats against nations much bigger and more powerful than the
Vatican — nations such as France, Germany and the US — you get an idea what it takes to stand up
and call a “genocide” what was indeed the first genocide of the 20th century. Thank you, Pope
Francis! What a great, wonderful, political pope who indeed acted as the moral conscience of the
world and taught us that, as Christians, we should never be afraid of the truth. 

The Turkish reaction to his brave remark could be expected. It is always the same. They claim that
the Pope was misinformed, although he knows the truth from his own archives. By the way, when
will the Turks open theirs? 

The Turks even spoke of racism. Should we now assume that, from the Turkish point of view, it is
not racist at all to kill nearly a whole nation, a religious and ethnic group, but it is racist to call this a
genocide? 

It is so sad that the Turks don’t realize how they exclude themselves from the community of
civilized nations by such acts. I mean, I am German and my nation committed the most horrible
crime in history, the Shoah. But at least we admitted what we did, we deeply regret it and we tried
anything possible for reconciliation and compensation. 

As a Catholic, I believe that every sin and every crime can be forgiven, if you only confess and
regret. But what you neither regret nor confess cannot be forgiven either. Turkey only has one
chance to overcome the trauma and guilt of the darkest chapter of its history, and that is to confess
and regret! And we will all forgive. If not, these wounds will always be wide open, even after 100
years.

What lessons does the history of the Armenian Genocide hold for us today, particularly in light of the
present day persecution of Christians in Africa and the Middle East?

If there is one lesson we should learn from the Armenian genocide, it is this: Never turn around,
never look away when your brother suffers persecution. 

We all, all nations of the civilized world and first of all Germany — Turkey’s ally — share the Turkish
guilt, because we allowed this to happen. By opportunism, by giving other topics priority, by what
Pope Francis rightly called “the globalization of indifference," which is so evil. “Cain, where is your
brother Abel?” That’s why nobody can ever say that he has nothing to do with the Armenian
genocide, the holocaust or the fate of our Christian brothers in Syria and Iraq. 

For ignoring their fate and their suffering makes us guilty, too. Not preventing a crime which
happens before your very eyes makes you an accomplice of the perpetrator. We should never be
ignorant, we should never be indifferent, but rather learn to act responsibly. 

This is why I was so very ashamed that, of all the diplomats present in St. Peter’s Basilica that
morning commemorating the Armenian martyrs, the one who was missing was Annette Schavan,
the German Ambassador to the Holy See. Especially since, as I explained before, Germany as
Turkey’s ally holds a special responsibility for their martyrdom. In her case, opportunism won over
the truth. And that is a shame. We can only be people of the future if we are not afraid of the past.

Diane Montagna is Rome correspondent for Aleteia’s English edition.
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Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Issues Fatwa Condemning
Murder of Copts

In Wake of Recent Tragedies, Pave the Way Foundation Learns
Grand Mufti Visited Rabbis, Egyptian, Jordanian Embassies to Express
Condolences

Vatican City, February 27, 2015 (Zenit.org) Deborah Castellano Lubov | 176 hits

The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Palestine and the preacher of the AlAqsa Mosqu has condemned the murder
of the 21 Egyptian Copts in Libya.

His Eminence Sheikh Muhammad Hussein,  the Grand Mufti, said, “This criminal assault is incompatible with
religion and the noble moral values,” reported the International Shia News Agency Shafaqna English.

"It is but a form of spreading corruption in the land and the spirit of conflict and division between members of the
Arab peoples," he continued. “It aims at unsettling security and stability in the Arab and Muslim World and
realizing suspicious goals of parties lying in wait for the Ummah along with its security and values. “

The group which carried out the criminal act, the religious leader described as "astray," "without values and
morals that divine religions call for."

“Islam forbids any act that threatens the lives of safe and peaceful people," the Grand Mufti underscored, noting
that the religion upholds that the human soul is protected and honored, and that Islam is a religion of tolerance,
peace, justice, and love.

The Islamic leader also reaffirmed his belief that Arab peoples will overcome this crisis with wisdom and
perseverance to make those who target them with evil, chaos, and sectarian strife, miss their opportunity to
realize such a criminal incident.

In addition, he presented his warm condolences to the Arab Republic of Egypt, its president, government and
people, especially the Coptic community on this momentous calamity.
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Pave the Way Foundation has "a warm and friendly relationship" with the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, says Gary
Krupp, who cofounded the foundation with his wife, Merry.

He told ZENIT that while in Israel, they met with the Grand Mufti on Feb 16. At that time, Krupp said, His
Eminence gave Krupp his Fatwa condemning the murders of the Coptic Christians.

“The Mufti told me personally,” Krupp said, “that he went to the synagogue to express his condolences to the
Rabbis on the murder of the Jews in France, he visited the Egyptian and Jordanian Embassies to offer his
condolences on the murder of the Coptic Christians and the Jordanian pilot.”

Krupp lamented that although “the highest number of media personnel per capita in the world is in Jerusalem, not
 one person  published this important story.” He explained that  after Pave the Way had it translated and put it
out, it was picked up by one Arabic paper with the full English translation.

Pave the Way Foundation is an organization dedicated to bridging the gap between religions and cultures through
education and interreligious dialogue. According to their website, they "strive to eliminate the use of religion as a
tool which, historically has been used, by some, to achieve personal agendas and to cause conflicts."
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Wilmington Council 1074 

PO Box 1841 
Wilmington, NC 28402 

www.kofc1074.org 

September 15, 2014 

K of C Council 1074 Sponsoring Talk by Gary Krupp on Pope Pius XII 

On Saturday, November 21
st
, 2015, Knights of Columbus Council #1074 will sponsor a talk 

by Gary Krupp, DCS, KC*SG, OStJ, of the Pave the Way Foundation on Pope Pius XII. Mr. 
Krupp will describe the work of the Foundation and how they discovered the disinformation 
campaign about the actions of the Vatican during the Second World War. This prompted 
the organization to initiate a comprehensive search for primary source documentation in 
order to present the truth of the lifesaving actions of the Catholic Church under the papacy 
of Pope Pius XII. Pave the Way has actively sought eyewitnesses and scholarly testimony 

since 2006 and currently has over 76,000 pages of documented material available free of charge for 
international study on their website, www.ptwf.org. The talk will be held in Saint Mary’s School Cafeteria 
behind the Basilica Shrine of Saint Mary, 412 Ann St, Wilmington, beginning at 10:30 AM. 

Gary Krupp is a Doctor of Commercial Services. He was made a Knight Commander of the Pontifical 
Order of Saint Gregory of the Silver Star by Pope John Paul II and a member of the order of the Anglican 
Order St. John of Jerusalem by Queen Elizabeth II. 

Pave the Way Foundation is a non-sectarian organization dedicated to achieving peace by closing the 
gap in tolerance, education and the practical relations between religions, through cultural, technological 
and intellectual exchanges. It strives to eliminate the use of religion as a tool, which, historically has been 
used, by some, to achieve personal agendas and to cause conflicts. Their slogan is “Embrace our 
Similarities Savor our Differences.” 

The Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic fraternal men’s organization was founded in 1882; 
Wilmington Council 1074 was formed in 1906. 

Please address any questions concerning this press release to Frank Reck, Council Director at 
council@kofc1074.org. 

http://www.kofc1074.org/
http://www.ptwf.org/
mailto:council@kofc1074.org


Jewish historian
honored by the

Vatican speaks at
Saint Stephen

O n March 14, 2015, Gary
Krupp, a member of the papal
household and most deco-
rated Jewish person in Vatican

history, came to Saint Stephen the First
Martyr parish in Sanford. Knighted by
Pope John II to the order of Saint Gregory
the Great in 2000, Krupp shared with the
audience of 120 people his ongoing efforts
to reveal the truth about Pope Pius XII,
and that Pope's efforts to save Jewish lives
during World War II.

Krupp also spoke of the Pave the Way Foundation, which
he founded with his wife, Meredith, 12 years ago. Accord-
ing to Krupp, Pave the Way is "the only organization in
the world devoted to removing obstacles among the major
world religions through gestures of goodwill." Krupp's phi-
losophy is simple: when gestures of goodwill are extended,
trust develops and obstacles are overcome.

Knighted by Saint John Paul 11 because of the charitable

work he did for Padre Pio
Hospital, Krupp found him-
self in the perfect position
to speak to the Vatican on
behalf of rabbis and scholars
who had previously been
denied the opportunity to
view the writings of Mai-
monides, the texts of which
were kept in the Vatican
library. As a result, through
his diplomatic relations
with the Vatican, Krupp ar-
ranged for a group of rabbis
to view the writings of this
great Jewish philosopher,
texts they had longed to
read in their original form.
These rabbis were received
by Pope John Paul II in the
largest Jewish audience in
history and his last private

audience before his death in 2005. Thus, with this first
gesture of goodwill, the idea for Pave the Way Foundation
was born.

Pave the Way Foundation also arranged for the donation
to the Vatican library of the Bodmer Papyrus, the oldest
written version of the Gospels of St. John and St. Luke, con-
taming the oldest written version of the Lord's Prayer (circa
175-225 AD). The Bodmer Papyrus was presented to Pope
Benedict XVI in 2007.

When it comes to Pope Pius XII, Krupp has an intensely
personal reason for pursuing his years' long efforts to restore
the Pope's good name. Growing up, Krupp believed Pope
Pius XII was "Hitler's Pope." Krupp said this began with a
smear campaign created by the Russian KGB with produc-
tion of the play The Deputy in 1963. As a Jew, Krupp ad-
mits to growing up hating the Pope. "I was lied to," he says.
Krupp noted that in the years between 1939 and 1948, no
negative news articles were written about the Pope. Only
after the smear campaign did the Pope's reputation as a Nazi
sympathizer start to spread.

After reviewing tens of thousands of original documents
and interviewing World War II Holocaust survivors who
had been personally rescued by the actions of the Pope,
Krupp discovered that the Roman Catholic Church saved
as many as 847,000 Jews, from whom 25 percent of the
world's 16 million Jews today are descended.

Through Pave the Way, Gary and Meredith Krupp, along
with the support of scholars and contributors, the truth
about Pope Pius XII is now coming to light.

For more information about his work on behalf of Pope

Pius XII, as well as other Pave the Way Foundation proj-

ects Underway, go tO WWW.ptwf.org - Mary Hood Hart, Faith

Formation Director, Saint Stephen the First Martyr, Sanford
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Diane Montagna

WORLD APRIL 15, 2015

Secret Archives Show Vatican Tried to
Stop Armenian Genocide
The evidence for Pope Francis' condemnation of Turkey's extermination of

Christians

VATICAN CITY — Why did Pope Francis’ controversial comments on Sunday about the “Armenian
Genocide” cause such a furor in Turkey?

To help understand the true history behind the 1915-16 atrocity, Aleteia interviewed the German
historian and author, Dr. Michael Hesemann, who was in Rome for Sunday’s Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica commemorating the 100th anniversary of the genocide, otherwise known as Metz
Yeghern [the Great Evil]. 

The atrocity involved the Ottoman government’s systematic extermination of its minority
Armenian subjects inside their historic homeland which lies within the territory constituting
present-day Turkey. The total number of people killed in what is also known as the Armenian
Holocaust is estimated at between 1 and 1.5 million. 

In a new book entitled, The Armenian Genocide [Völkermord an den Armeniern], Hesemann reveals
for the first time the content of never-before-published documents on “the greatest crime of
World War I,” and how Pope Benedict XV and Vatican diplomacy tried to stop the deportations of
the Armenians into the Syrian desert, save the victims and prevent the massacre of an entire
people. 

In this interview, Hesemann shares his findings, which include evidence of Masonic involvement,
and expresses both his admiration for Pope Francis for drawing attention to the genocide of
Christians and ethnic minorities, and his disappointment over the absence of the German
Ambassador to the Holy See at Sunday’s commemorative Mass.

Dr. Hesemann, what led you to write a book on what documents contained in the Vatican Archives reveal
about the Armenian Genocide? 

Actually it was a kind of coincidence. I work as an historian for the “Pave the Way Foundation” in an
intensive study of all the aspects of the life of Eugenio Pacelli, the man who eventually became
Pope Pius XII. 

From 1917-1925, Pacelli was Nuncio in Munich, so I went through the files of the Apostolic
Nunciature in Munich, only to discover one folder with the title “Persecution of the Armenians”. 

I opened it and found a letter of the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal von Hartmann, to the
Chancellor of the Reich, Graf (Count) Härtling, in which he calls the persecution of the Armenians
“not less brutal than the persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries of Christianity.” The
Archbishop requested an urgent German intervention, unfortunately in vain. 

In the same file I found a copy of a letter written by Pope Benedict XV to the Sultan, asking for
mercy for the innocent Armenians. These documents both touched me and aroused my curiosity. I
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felt I had just touched the tip of an iceberg and was sure I would find more data, and indeed I did —
some 2500 pages so far. 

I soon realized that no historian had ever worked with most of these documents, and that all this
information was obviously unknown even to the leading experts on the Armenocide. 

Given the importance of their content, I decided to write a book, putting the documents in the
context of what we already know about the events of 1915-18.

What was the most surprising and unexpected insight you discovered in the Vatican Archives about the
Armenian genocide?

The most surprising insight was that the Armenian genocide was in fact just part of a bigger plan —
the extermination of all non-muslim minorities in the Ottoman Empire. 

The ruling “Young Turk” movement came in contact with European ideas of nationalism and the
concept that only a homogenous state can be a strong state. That is why they believed that the
weakness of the Ottoman Empire was caused by its multi-religious and multi-ethnic character. 

They wanted to “heal” this “weakness” by eliminating all foreign elements, which first meant the
Christians who numbered 19% of the population in early 1914. Besides the Armenians, also
Aramaic and Assyrian Christians, Catholic and Greek Orthodox Christians were persecuted and
murdered.  

The Turkish claim of a conspiracy between Russia and some Armenian leaders was nothing but a lie
to justify those measures. If that were really the case, why did they kill innocent women and
children, too? And why didn’t they spare the other Christian groups, which were never under
suspicion? Indeed, the Turkish Secretary of the Interior, Talaat Bey, quite frankly told Johann
Mordtmann of the German Embassy, according to a report to Berlin: “The (Turkish) government
uses the war to get rid of our internal enemies — the indigenous Christians of all denominations —
without diplomatic interventions by foreign nations.” 

This is also what we read in some of the Vatican documents, e.g. a report written by Fr. Michael
Liebl, an Austrian Capuchin missionary, who learned in Samsun: “Not the Armenians, the Christians
were sentenced (to death) at a secret meeting of the Young Turks 5 or 6 years ago in Thessaloniki.”

What measures did Benedict XV take diplomatically to help save the Armenians from deportation into the
Syrian desert?

Already in June 1915, the Vatican had a vague idea of what had happened in Eastern Anatolia. One
month later, there was no doubt about the horrible massacres carried out against most of the male
Armenian population. For the whole of August 1915, Msgr. Dolci — the Apostolic Delegate in
Constantinople — did everything humanly possible to interfere diplomatically — without any
success. 

When drastic reports reached the Vatican in September 1915, Pope Benedict XV wasted no more
time and decided to act. He sent an autograph to Sultan Mehmet V, pleading for mercy for the
Armenians. The Turks refused even to receive it. For two months, Msgr. Dolci tried everything to
present it to its addressee, but it was not received by the Sultan. 

Only when he asked both the German and the Austrian ambassador for help was he granted an
audience. When another four weeks later the Sultan answered, most of the deportations were
already completed. All promises of the Turks to end the massacres or spare one group or the other
— or to let them return home — turned out to be lies. 

In December, Pope Benedict referred to the failure of any diplomatic intervention in his allocution
to the Cardinals at the Consistory of December 6, 1915. In it, he spoke of “those sorrowful people
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of the Armenians, almost completely driven into their extermination.”  

In June 1916, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch had to inform the Holy See: “The project of the
extermination of the Armenians in Turkey is still going on. (...) The exiled Armenians ... are
continuously driven into the desert and there stripped of all vital resources. They miserably perish
from hunger, disease and extreme climate. (...) It is certain that the Ottoman government has
decided to eliminate Christianity from Turkey before the World War comes to an end. And all this
happens in the face of the Christian world.”

Why is this only coming to light now?

Well, good question. Of course, the files from the pontificate of Benedict XV have only been open
since the 1990s. Besides this, not too many historians have access to them. And perhaps just
nobody had any idea what he would find there — it’s only a guess.

Among the documents contained in your book, you include a letter written by the Superior of the
Capuchins in Ezrurum, Fr. Norbert Hofer, to the Vatican in October 1915, which states: “The punishment
of the Armenian nation (for alleged uprisings) is merely a pretext used by the Masonic Turkish government
to exterminate all Christian elements in this country.” 

Many readers may be surprised to hear mention of the Masons in relation to the Armenian Genocide,
particularly in light of the desire at the time to unite Turkey, with Sunni Islam as the state religion? Can
you explain how the Masons factor into the Armenian genocide, and who are the “Young Turks” which you
referred to earlier?

Yes, of course. It would have been easy and rather populist to blame Islam for the Armenian
genocide, especially as we are facing the horrible events of our own time in the very same region,
with Islamic States’ massacre against Christians and Yazidis in the north of Syria and the Iraq. 

But none of the responsible politicians, neither Talaat nor Enver nor Cemal Pasha, was a fanatic
Muslim. The Young Turks were anything but fundamentalists. They were a young, revolutionary
movement started by Turkish academics who had studied in most cases in Paris, where they came
in contact with both the ideals of Masonry and European nationalism. Many of them were accepted
by Masonic lodges and indeed the lodge of Thessaloniki became a kind of national headquarters for
them.

Talaat Bey — the man responsible for the Armenocide — was even Grandmaster of the Grand
Orient of the Turkish Masonry. That’s a historical fact. The ideology of the Young Turks can be
described as “proto-fascism." Only race did not play any role as the unifying element, since there is
nothing like a “racially pure” Turk. Rather, it was substituted by religion, namely Sunni Islam. 

Islam was therefore instrumentalized for political reasons. It gave all those who were involved in
the killings a rationale, a justification for their deeds. But behind it was the master plan of a political
ideology, which misused religion for its purposes, and so sought the homogenization of the Turkish
nation.

As an historian who has studied in depth the events and circumstances surrounding the Armenian
genocide, particularly those documented in the Vatican archives, what do you make of Turkey’s reaction
to Pope Francis’ statements on Sunday in which he called the Armenian massacre a “genocide”?

I am very grateful to the Holy Father. On Sunday, we not only saw a beautiful, worthy and solemn
commemoration of the Armenian martyrdom, we also experienced the victory of truth over
diplomacy. 

If you know how fanatically Turkey tries every means to debunk the events of 1915-1916, if you
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follow the chronology of their threats against nations much bigger and more powerful than the
Vatican — nations such as France, Germany and the US — you get an idea what it takes to stand up
and call a “genocide” what was indeed the first genocide of the 20th century. Thank you, Pope
Francis! What a great, wonderful, political pope who indeed acted as the moral conscience of the
world and taught us that, as Christians, we should never be afraid of the truth. 

The Turkish reaction to his brave remark could be expected. It is always the same. They claim that
the Pope was misinformed, although he knows the truth from his own archives. By the way, when
will the Turks open theirs? 

The Turks even spoke of racism. Should we now assume that, from the Turkish point of view, it is
not racist at all to kill nearly a whole nation, a religious and ethnic group, but it is racist to call this a
genocide? 

It is so sad that the Turks don’t realize how they exclude themselves from the community of
civilized nations by such acts. I mean, I am German and my nation committed the most horrible
crime in history, the Shoah. But at least we admitted what we did, we deeply regret it and we tried
anything possible for reconciliation and compensation. 

As a Catholic, I believe that every sin and every crime can be forgiven, if you only confess and
regret. But what you neither regret nor confess cannot be forgiven either. Turkey only has one
chance to overcome the trauma and guilt of the darkest chapter of its history, and that is to confess
and regret! And we will all forgive. If not, these wounds will always be wide open, even after 100
years.

What lessons does the history of the Armenian Genocide hold for us today, particularly in light of the
present day persecution of Christians in Africa and the Middle East?

If there is one lesson we should learn from the Armenian genocide, it is this: Never turn around,
never look away when your brother suffers persecution. 

We all, all nations of the civilized world and first of all Germany — Turkey’s ally — share the Turkish
guilt, because we allowed this to happen. By opportunism, by giving other topics priority, by what
Pope Francis rightly called “the globalization of indifference," which is so evil. “Cain, where is your
brother Abel?” That’s why nobody can ever say that he has nothing to do with the Armenian
genocide, the holocaust or the fate of our Christian brothers in Syria and Iraq. 

For ignoring their fate and their suffering makes us guilty, too. Not preventing a crime which
happens before your very eyes makes you an accomplice of the perpetrator. We should never be
ignorant, we should never be indifferent, but rather learn to act responsibly. 

This is why I was so very ashamed that, of all the diplomats present in St. Peter’s Basilica that
morning commemorating the Armenian martyrs, the one who was missing was Annette Schavan,
the German Ambassador to the Holy See. Especially since, as I explained before, Germany as
Turkey’s ally holds a special responsibility for their martyrdom. In her case, opportunism won over
the truth. And that is a shame. We can only be people of the future if we are not afraid of the past.

Diane Montagna is Rome correspondent for Aleteia’s English edition.
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Secret Archives Show Vatican Tried to
Stop Armenian Genocide
The evidence for Pope Francis' condemnation of Turkey's extermination of

Christians

VATICAN CITY — Why did Pope Francis’ controversial comments on Sunday about the “Armenian
Genocide” cause such a furor in Turkey?

To help understand the true history behind the 1915-16 atrocity, Aleteia interviewed the German
historian and author, Dr. Michael Hesemann, who was in Rome for Sunday’s Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica commemorating the 100th anniversary of the genocide, otherwise known as Metz
Yeghern [the Great Evil]. 

The atrocity involved the Ottoman government’s systematic extermination of its minority
Armenian subjects inside their historic homeland which lies within the territory constituting
present-day Turkey. The total number of people killed in what is also known as the Armenian
Holocaust is estimated at between 1 and 1.5 million. 

In a new book entitled, The Armenian Genocide [Völkermord an den Armeniern], Hesemann reveals
for the first time the content of never-before-published documents on “the greatest crime of
World War I,” and how Pope Benedict XV and Vatican diplomacy tried to stop the deportations of
the Armenians into the Syrian desert, save the victims and prevent the massacre of an entire
people. 

In this interview, Hesemann shares his findings, which include evidence of Masonic involvement,
and expresses both his admiration for Pope Francis for drawing attention to the genocide of
Christians and ethnic minorities, and his disappointment over the absence of the German
Ambassador to the Holy See at Sunday’s commemorative Mass.

Dr. Hesemann, what led you to write a book on what documents contained in the Vatican Archives reveal
about the Armenian Genocide? 

Actually it was a kind of coincidence. I work as an historian for the “Pave the Way Foundation” in an
intensive study of all the aspects of the life of Eugenio Pacelli, the man who eventually became
Pope Pius XII. 

From 1917-1925, Pacelli was Nuncio in Munich, so I went through the files of the Apostolic
Nunciature in Munich, only to discover one folder with the title “Persecution of the Armenians”. 

I opened it and found a letter of the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal von Hartmann, to the
Chancellor of the Reich, Graf (Count) Härtling, in which he calls the persecution of the Armenians
“not less brutal than the persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries of Christianity.” The
Archbishop requested an urgent German intervention, unfortunately in vain. 

In the same file I found a copy of a letter written by Pope Benedict XV to the Sultan, asking for
mercy for the innocent Armenians. These documents both touched me and aroused my curiosity. I
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felt I had just touched the tip of an iceberg and was sure I would find more data, and indeed I did —
some 2500 pages so far. 

I soon realized that no historian had ever worked with most of these documents, and that all this
information was obviously unknown even to the leading experts on the Armenocide. 

Given the importance of their content, I decided to write a book, putting the documents in the
context of what we already know about the events of 1915-18.

What was the most surprising and unexpected insight you discovered in the Vatican Archives about the
Armenian genocide?

The most surprising insight was that the Armenian genocide was in fact just part of a bigger plan —
the extermination of all non-muslim minorities in the Ottoman Empire. 

The ruling “Young Turk” movement came in contact with European ideas of nationalism and the
concept that only a homogenous state can be a strong state. That is why they believed that the
weakness of the Ottoman Empire was caused by its multi-religious and multi-ethnic character. 

They wanted to “heal” this “weakness” by eliminating all foreign elements, which first meant the
Christians who numbered 19% of the population in early 1914. Besides the Armenians, also
Aramaic and Assyrian Christians, Catholic and Greek Orthodox Christians were persecuted and
murdered.  

The Turkish claim of a conspiracy between Russia and some Armenian leaders was nothing but a lie
to justify those measures. If that were really the case, why did they kill innocent women and
children, too? And why didn’t they spare the other Christian groups, which were never under
suspicion? Indeed, the Turkish Secretary of the Interior, Talaat Bey, quite frankly told Johann
Mordtmann of the German Embassy, according to a report to Berlin: “The (Turkish) government
uses the war to get rid of our internal enemies — the indigenous Christians of all denominations —
without diplomatic interventions by foreign nations.” 

This is also what we read in some of the Vatican documents, e.g. a report written by Fr. Michael
Liebl, an Austrian Capuchin missionary, who learned in Samsun: “Not the Armenians, the Christians
were sentenced (to death) at a secret meeting of the Young Turks 5 or 6 years ago in Thessaloniki.”

What measures did Benedict XV take diplomatically to help save the Armenians from deportation into the
Syrian desert?

Already in June 1915, the Vatican had a vague idea of what had happened in Eastern Anatolia. One
month later, there was no doubt about the horrible massacres carried out against most of the male
Armenian population. For the whole of August 1915, Msgr. Dolci — the Apostolic Delegate in
Constantinople — did everything humanly possible to interfere diplomatically — without any
success. 

When drastic reports reached the Vatican in September 1915, Pope Benedict XV wasted no more
time and decided to act. He sent an autograph to Sultan Mehmet V, pleading for mercy for the
Armenians. The Turks refused even to receive it. For two months, Msgr. Dolci tried everything to
present it to its addressee, but it was not received by the Sultan. 

Only when he asked both the German and the Austrian ambassador for help was he granted an
audience. When another four weeks later the Sultan answered, most of the deportations were
already completed. All promises of the Turks to end the massacres or spare one group or the other
— or to let them return home — turned out to be lies. 

In December, Pope Benedict referred to the failure of any diplomatic intervention in his allocution
to the Cardinals at the Consistory of December 6, 1915. In it, he spoke of “those sorrowful people
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of the Armenians, almost completely driven into their extermination.”  

In June 1916, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch had to inform the Holy See: “The project of the
extermination of the Armenians in Turkey is still going on. (...) The exiled Armenians ... are
continuously driven into the desert and there stripped of all vital resources. They miserably perish
from hunger, disease and extreme climate. (...) It is certain that the Ottoman government has
decided to eliminate Christianity from Turkey before the World War comes to an end. And all this
happens in the face of the Christian world.”

Why is this only coming to light now?

Well, good question. Of course, the files from the pontificate of Benedict XV have only been open
since the 1990s. Besides this, not too many historians have access to them. And perhaps just
nobody had any idea what he would find there — it’s only a guess.

Among the documents contained in your book, you include a letter written by the Superior of the
Capuchins in Ezrurum, Fr. Norbert Hofer, to the Vatican in October 1915, which states: “The punishment
of the Armenian nation (for alleged uprisings) is merely a pretext used by the Masonic Turkish government
to exterminate all Christian elements in this country.” 

Many readers may be surprised to hear mention of the Masons in relation to the Armenian Genocide,
particularly in light of the desire at the time to unite Turkey, with Sunni Islam as the state religion? Can
you explain how the Masons factor into the Armenian genocide, and who are the “Young Turks” which you
referred to earlier?

Yes, of course. It would have been easy and rather populist to blame Islam for the Armenian
genocide, especially as we are facing the horrible events of our own time in the very same region,
with Islamic States’ massacre against Christians and Yazidis in the north of Syria and the Iraq. 

But none of the responsible politicians, neither Talaat nor Enver nor Cemal Pasha, was a fanatic
Muslim. The Young Turks were anything but fundamentalists. They were a young, revolutionary
movement started by Turkish academics who had studied in most cases in Paris, where they came
in contact with both the ideals of Masonry and European nationalism. Many of them were accepted
by Masonic lodges and indeed the lodge of Thessaloniki became a kind of national headquarters for
them.

Talaat Bey — the man responsible for the Armenocide — was even Grandmaster of the Grand
Orient of the Turkish Masonry. That’s a historical fact. The ideology of the Young Turks can be
described as “proto-fascism." Only race did not play any role as the unifying element, since there is
nothing like a “racially pure” Turk. Rather, it was substituted by religion, namely Sunni Islam. 

Islam was therefore instrumentalized for political reasons. It gave all those who were involved in
the killings a rationale, a justification for their deeds. But behind it was the master plan of a political
ideology, which misused religion for its purposes, and so sought the homogenization of the Turkish
nation.

As an historian who has studied in depth the events and circumstances surrounding the Armenian
genocide, particularly those documented in the Vatican archives, what do you make of Turkey’s reaction
to Pope Francis’ statements on Sunday in which he called the Armenian massacre a “genocide”?

I am very grateful to the Holy Father. On Sunday, we not only saw a beautiful, worthy and solemn
commemoration of the Armenian martyrdom, we also experienced the victory of truth over
diplomacy. 

If you know how fanatically Turkey tries every means to debunk the events of 1915-1916, if you
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follow the chronology of their threats against nations much bigger and more powerful than the
Vatican — nations such as France, Germany and the US — you get an idea what it takes to stand up
and call a “genocide” what was indeed the first genocide of the 20th century. Thank you, Pope
Francis! What a great, wonderful, political pope who indeed acted as the moral conscience of the
world and taught us that, as Christians, we should never be afraid of the truth. 

The Turkish reaction to his brave remark could be expected. It is always the same. They claim that
the Pope was misinformed, although he knows the truth from his own archives. By the way, when
will the Turks open theirs? 

The Turks even spoke of racism. Should we now assume that, from the Turkish point of view, it is
not racist at all to kill nearly a whole nation, a religious and ethnic group, but it is racist to call this a
genocide? 

It is so sad that the Turks don’t realize how they exclude themselves from the community of
civilized nations by such acts. I mean, I am German and my nation committed the most horrible
crime in history, the Shoah. But at least we admitted what we did, we deeply regret it and we tried
anything possible for reconciliation and compensation. 

As a Catholic, I believe that every sin and every crime can be forgiven, if you only confess and
regret. But what you neither regret nor confess cannot be forgiven either. Turkey only has one
chance to overcome the trauma and guilt of the darkest chapter of its history, and that is to confess
and regret! And we will all forgive. If not, these wounds will always be wide open, even after 100
years.

What lessons does the history of the Armenian Genocide hold for us today, particularly in light of the
present day persecution of Christians in Africa and the Middle East?

If there is one lesson we should learn from the Armenian genocide, it is this: Never turn around,
never look away when your brother suffers persecution. 

We all, all nations of the civilized world and first of all Germany — Turkey’s ally — share the Turkish
guilt, because we allowed this to happen. By opportunism, by giving other topics priority, by what
Pope Francis rightly called “the globalization of indifference," which is so evil. “Cain, where is your
brother Abel?” That’s why nobody can ever say that he has nothing to do with the Armenian
genocide, the holocaust or the fate of our Christian brothers in Syria and Iraq. 

For ignoring their fate and their suffering makes us guilty, too. Not preventing a crime which
happens before your very eyes makes you an accomplice of the perpetrator. We should never be
ignorant, we should never be indifferent, but rather learn to act responsibly. 

This is why I was so very ashamed that, of all the diplomats present in St. Peter’s Basilica that
morning commemorating the Armenian martyrs, the one who was missing was Annette Schavan,
the German Ambassador to the Holy See. Especially since, as I explained before, Germany as
Turkey’s ally holds a special responsibility for their martyrdom. In her case, opportunism won over
the truth. And that is a shame. We can only be people of the future if we are not afraid of the past.

Diane Montagna is Rome correspondent for Aleteia’s English edition.
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ACK IN 1999, British author John Cornwell published a

controversial and widely publicized book called Hitler’s

Pope: The Secret History of Pius XII. The title was misleading on

two levels: first, in that it implied and depicted Pius as a

faithful Nazi; second, in that it assumed the man’s story long

had been kept a secret.

Six years later came a counterblast in the shape of The Myth of

Hitler’s Pope: How Pope Pius XII Rescued Jews from the Nazis by

David G. Dalin, who is not only Jewish but also a rabbi.

So there we had it. A liberal Catholic accusing a pope of

Nazism; a Jewish academic and ordained cleric praising the

wartime pontiff as a friend of anti-Nazism and the Jewish

people. The twenty-first-century Pius wars had begun.

And now, another front has opened, with the making by

Catholic director and writer Liana Marabini of a movie called

Shades of Truth, which will be shown at this month’s Cannes

Film Festival. The title does not appear to refer to the more

famous and similarly named film about sado-masochism.

However, it is somewhat painful to watch—a one-sided

hagiography presenting a man who utters progressive

aphorisms as he strides along Vatican hallways shaming his

contemporaries as they fail to properly empathize with

Europe’s poor Jews. It also makes the outlandish claim that

Pius saved 800,000 Jewish lives, a boast that even his most

aggressive academic supporters would never make.

B
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In one scene, which naturally is used in marketing materials

for the film, Pius is shown wearing a yellow star pinned to his

papal cassock. It never happened in real life, of course; and

even in Shades of Truth, the scene is confined to a dream

sequence. So it’s misleading at best, if not noisily dishonest.

But imagine if the leader of world Catholicism really had worn

such a symbol of degradation and genocide? Urban legend long

has had it that the King of Denmark wore such a star as he rode

the streets of Copenhagen in his carriage; it’s not true, but the

point is that those who knew him always accepted the

anecdote because it was authentic to his character and attitude

toward his Jewish subjects. The King of Morocco actually did

request yellow stars for himself and his family when told that

Moroccan Jews would have to wear them. And this from an

Arab Muslim monarch living under occupation. But with Pius,

the story simply doesn’t fit. Even in dream.

HE STORY of Eugenio Pacelli, elected to the papacy in

March 1939 as Pius XII, is complex. Anyone searching for

absolute purity of motive and some sort of anachronistic philo-

semitism and embrace of modern pluralism will be

disappointed. He was a man of his time and his faith:

obsessively frightened of Communism and its campaign

against the Church; obviously unaware of who would triumph

in the Second World War. His official actions consistently

reflected these fears and uncertainties.

T
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Pius XII almost certainly had no personal animus against

Jewish people, always rejected the eugenics and intolerance of

National Socialism, and on a personal level did what he could

to save the lives of Jews around him. Before he became Pope,

Cardinal Pacelli drafted the papal encyclical condemning Nazi

racism and had it read from every pulpit. As Pope, he had the

Vatican use its assets to ransom Jews from the Nazis, ran an

elaborate escape route, and hid Jewish families in the papal

palace of Castel Gondolfo. In 1945, Rabbi Herzog of Jerusalem,

for example, thanked Pius, “for his lifesaving efforts on behalf

of the Jews during the occupation of Italy.” When the pontiff

died in 1958, Golda Meir, then Israeli foreign minister,

delivered a eulogy at the United Nations praising the man for

his work on behalf of her people.

For almost a generation, in fact, it was considered a political

absolute that the Church was a member of a coalition of

victims during the Second World War, and Pius was

mentioned alongside Churchill and Roosevelt as part of the

team of morally correct wartime leaders. It was only in the

1960s that the conversation around this issue began to change,

partly because of the work of a German playwright named Rolf

Hochhuth, who alleged in his 1963 play The Deputy that the

Vatican not only had ignored the suffering of the Jews but

tacitly and sometimes explicitly had supported the Nazis. The

truth, however, is more of a via media than a via dolorosa.
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While the Pope did not issue an outright attack on the Nazis’

treatment of the Jews, his supporters argue that this was

because the leaders of the Catholic Church in Holland had

made just such a public statement condemning the Nazi

deportation of the Jewish people. In response the Germans had

arrested and murdered every Dutch Jewish convert to

Catholicism they could find. (Tragically, those arrests and

deportations were only a matter of time anyway.)

Pius was such a friend of the Jews, the argument continues,

that when the Chief Rabbi of Rome, Israel Zolli, converted to

Roman Catholicism after the war, he took Pius’s name,

Eugenio, in his christening as a tribute to the Pope’s work on

behalf of the Jews. That’s also true but doesn’t really change

much. On a personal level, as noted above, Pius certainly did

what he could to save lives; but on a public level—where

multitudes could be saved—he did far less.

Pius was not “Hitler’s Pope,” and the Nazis always considered

him a threat. His failure was that he never made that threat a

reality by speaking out resolutely against the Holocaust,

invariably terrified of what would happen to the world’s

Catholics if he did and advised by some around him that the

alternative to the Germans was the Soviets. It’s an

understandable dilemma, but a defiant Pope could have

influenced hundreds of millions of Catholics, many of them

serving in armies allied to the Germans. The risk would have
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been enormous, but Christianity isn’t supposed to be about

safety and complacency.

Thus there are indeed numerous shades of truth around Pope

Pius. Unfortunately, this risible movie only deepens the

polarization and so makes it more difficult for a reasonable

analysis to take place. The late Sir Martin Gilbert, one of the

finest historians of the Holocaust and the Second World War

and a man I was fortunate enough to call a friend, once put it

like this:

This was a pre-Vatican II Catholic Church in the middle of a

war that, for the most part, was not between Germans and

the west but Nazis and Stalinists. If, say, John Paul II had

been Pope, the story may have been different. Throw in

subsequent rifts between the Catholic right and left, and the

regrettable politicization of the Shoah and truth is

extremely difficult to find.

The entire political and religious landscape has changed today,

and some of these old battles obscure contemporary truths.

Pius didn’t act particularly badly for a man of his era but, I

suppose, he did act particularly normally. For someone

thought to be the direct successor to St. Peter, given the keys of

the kingdom by Jesus Christ, that’s just not good enough, no

matter how well that truth is shaded.
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PTWF Commends
Palestinian
Muslim Professor
Mohammad
Dajani for Taking
Al-Quds
University

Students on Historic Visit to
Auschwitz
PTWF applauds Professor Dajani's efforts to educate Palestinian
students on the true history of the Holocaust.

PR Newswire

NEW YORK, April 14, 2014

NEW YORK, April 14, 2014 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF),

a nonsectarian organization whose mission is to achieve peace by eliminating non-theological

obstacles and initiating historic gestures between the world's religions, commends the recent

actions of Professor Mohammad S. Dajani Daoudi in his sincere effort to achieve peace

through truth and historical accuracy. Professor Dajani recently brought 30 Palestinian

university students to visit the Auschwitz concentration camp.

Mohammed S. Dajani Daoudi is the founder of the Wasatia movement, which promotes

moderation in Islam, and the director of the American Studies department at Al-Quds

University.

Facing criticism from some Palestinian leaders, Professor Dajani conducted this historic visit to

Auschwitz in order to reveal the truth of Jewish suffering during the Holocaust. PTWF

commends Professor Dajani for his important efforts to show the true history of the Holocaust,

to counter an atmosphere of Holocaust denial and historical revision, aimed only to incite

hatred.

Gary Krupp, Founder and President of PTWF, stated, "Throughout history, those with private

agendas have distorted history to achieve their goals. The masses have been deceived by

manipulating media in concert with these efforts. Media manipulation has been a necessary

tool to inspire hatred, violence and war."
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Professor Mohammed Dajani has inspired countless Palestinian students to achieve their

legitimate aspirations by recognizing the virtues of the three faiths of Abraham.

Chairman of PTWF, Elliot Hershberg, said, "The precepts of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism

demand justice through truth. Yet, some will attempt to revise history to justify provocative

actions and statements. A solid foundation of truth from all sides is essential if peace in the

Middle East is ever to be achieved."

About Pave the Way Foundation

PTWF is a nonsectarian public foundation working to identify and resolve obstacles between

religions through cultural, educational and technological gestures. Our mission is to ultimately

remove the use of religion as a tool to justify private agendas.

Media Contact:

Doyle Mills

727-871-0970

Read more news from Pave the Way Foundation.
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A Recent History of Papal Acts Impacting Jewish
Catholic Relations. What Does the Future Hold

After Benedict XVI?

By Gary Krupp, President, Pave the Way
Foundation

Having endured 2000 years of persecution,
Jews may have a justified distrust of
Christians. Today some Christians have
expressed support for the enemies of
Israel, further fueling this potential for
distrust. Mindful of this reality, we must
also acknowledge those Christian individuals and groups who have made
positive efforts in support of Jews. Specifically we should take a look at the
Roman Catholic Church's actions in recent decades, attempting to reverse
centuries of hostility towards Jews, in an official capacity. The church's
October 1965 Declaration on the Relation of the Church with Non-Christian
Religions (Nostra Aetate) made a clear statement. The document, released
by Pope Paul VI and originated by Pope John XXIII before his death, was
deliberate and steadfast. The declaration decries all displays of anti-
Semitism made at any time by anyone. These powerful words have guided
the church's actions throughout the ensuing decades. The impact of
modern papacies since the 1960's represent important symbolic trends
towards friendlier relations in the current era.

Moreover, our work with Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) has uncovered
evidence (including large numbers of documents, news reports and
acknowledged historical events) showing that this relationship with the
Jewish people was forcefully moved forward far earlier than the 1960's, by
Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli.) Posted on our website (www.ptwf.org) are
numerous original documents and news reports of this surprising reality.

Pacelli's love for the Jewish people began with his childhood relationship
with an Orthodox Jewish friend, Guido Mendes. Young Eugenio attended
Shabbat meals at the Mendes home, and learned to speak some Hebrew.
He borrowed books of the great Rabbis from his friend. This spiritual link to
the origins of Christianity influenced Pacelli's relationship with the Jewish
people, beginning when he entered the priesthood and ultimately
ascended to the Seat of St. Peter on March 2nd, 1939. Documents show
that it was Pacelli's direct action from 1917 through 1947 that ultimately led
to the creation of the modern state of Israel.

As Pope Pius XII, his directives instructed Catholics worldwide to do
everything possible to save the Jews from the onslaught of Nazism. Upon
Pacelli's death in 1959, his successor was the Vatican's Ambassador to
Bulgaria, Archbishop Angelo Roncalli (Pope John XXIII). Carrying his
predecessor's policies forward, Pope John XXIII is today widely regarded
as a hero to the Jewish people. Most notably he is praised for his issuance
of false baptismal papers and other actions to save Jews during the
Shoah. Later in his papacy, he is credited with convening the Second
Vatican Council, which culminated with the historic declaration, Nostre
Aetate. The declaration absolved Jews of the crime of deicide, the

Jewish Classifieds
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crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Deicide was historically used to justify atrocities
against the Jewish people for centuries, along with the lies of Blood Libel
and the Protocols of Zion.

Ultimately, Pope John XXIII died before Nostre Aetate was released. His
successor, Pope Paul VI, was another member of the Roman Curia during
the wartime papacy of Pius XII, Giovanni Montini. Paul VI announced
Nostre Aetate on October 28, 1965.

Pope Paul VI also ordered a team of Jesuit historians to comb through the
official diplomatic documents of the WWII wartime Secret Archives,
currently closed under canonical seal, to publish the Acts and Documents
of the Holy See during the Second World War. These 11 volumes in 12
books identify over 9000 diplomatic documents which, he hoped, would
prove that the allegations of his predecessor Pope Pius XII were wrong.
The intent was to end the new false allegations, which endangered Jewish
- Catholic relations. Pave the Way Foundation asked for and was given
permission to digitize this collection along with the Acts of the Holy See
1909-1965. The contents are available to historians on our website
www.ptwf.org and on the Vatican website:
http://www.vatican.va/archive/atti-ufficiali-santa-sede/index_en.htm
worldwide to study this important resource.

Most of the Jewish world is more familiar with the next Bishop of Rome,
Pope John Paul II, himself a victim of Nazi brutality in his native Poland.
(John Paul II succeeded the brief papacy of John Paul I who died soon
after his election). Without question the Jewish world has come to
acknowledge John Paul II as one of the great Catholic leaders, who further
enhanced Catholic-Jewish relations with demonstrated gestures. Most
significantly, similar to Pope Pius XII's formation from his Jewish friend
Guido Mendes, John Paul II's childhood Jewish friend Jerzy Kluger,(PTWF
advisor in Italy until his death in 2011) had an historical impact on this
great man's future actions towards the Jewish people.

John Paul instituted normalization with the State of Israel in 1994. He
visited Israel March 2000, placing his prayer for forgiveness of Jewish
persecution throughout Christian history in the Kotel. He mourned the
murdered Jewish martyrs of the Shoah in the Hall of Remembrance at Yad
Vashem, and most significantly was the first Pope since St. Peter to visit
the Great Synagogue in Rome as gesture of brotherhood. His personal
devotion to the Jewish people was quietly pointed out after his death when
he remembered the former Chief Rabbi of Rome Elio Toaff in his will.
Rabbi Toaff so welcomed Pope John Paul II to the synagogue April 13,
1986 with the words of Psalm 118:26 "Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord."

Pave the Way Foundation had the honor of thanking Pope John Paul II
with the largest private Jewish audience in history January 18, 2005, where
we recognized his historic gestures to the Jewish people and to the State
of Israel. We brought 168 Jewish leaders from around the world to thank
this great pontiff. A Conservative, Orthodox, and Reform rabbi each
blessed the Pope in the Papal palace on that historic day. The video of this
historic event is on our website, www.ptwf.org . Sadly, this was to be his
last major audience as he fell ill 11 days later. vHaving a personal
relationship with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger before he was elected Pope
April 19, 2005, gave us the opportunity to discuss Jewish-Catholic, and
Vatican-Israeli relations with this wonderfully brilliant, yet shy man. This
relationship would prove invaluable with our reaching out to him after his
election.

Pope Benedict XVI previously held the post of the president of the Holy
office or the sacred congregation for the doctrine of the faith for 24 years.
In his capacity, he had the responsibility to write much of the edicts of the
church and its relations with the Jewish people and Israel. We knew that,
as pope, he would move the church along the same path of reconciliation
as his predecessors. Pope Benedict XVI was different, however. His
devotion to faith and personal drive caused him to take positions which
were controversial but would have a far reaching impact.

May 28, 2006, Pave the Way Foundation was honored to join Pope
Benedict during his pilgrimage to Poland and his historic visit to Auschwitz-
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Birkenau. On that special day when he prayed at the monument to martyrs,
a rainbow appeared in the sky over the camp, which seemed to signify
G-ds approval of this significant act.

When he made his pilgrimage back home to Regensburg, Germany, his
remarks to the Muslim leaders on September 12, 2006, stirred much
controversy and even evoked death threats as he condemned the use of
religion to justify violence. He publicly quoted the 14th-century Byzantine
emperor Manuel II Palaiologos. Such a statement took enormous courage,
but he said what he believed needed to be said in light of increased
worldwide violence in the name of Islam.

One of his important acts caused an extreme negative reaction from the
Jewish world on January 21, 2009. Pope Benedict XVI lifted the ban of
excommunication against the Lefebvre followers in the illicit Society of
Pope Pius X. This act was an attempt to not only unify his church, but also
to neutralize this extreme rightwing group of over 1 million breakaway
Catholics, and to bring them back into the teachings of the Catholic
Church. The pope wanted to put an end to this groups absolute denial of
the declaration of the Second Ecumenical Council and especially its
objection to the modern church's relations with other faiths as declared in
Nostre Aetate. One of the illicitly ordained Bishops of this group was
Richard Williamson who gained notoriety as a holocaust denier.

One difficulty of this action was that no one, including many priests and
Bishops, knew that all Benedict's decree did was to legally allow the
Vatican Holy Office to simply talk to this group and to convinced them to
accept the dictates of the Vatican Council. The world and many Catholics
thought that this community, including Bishop Williamson, was welcomed
back to full communion with the Church. This was absolutely incorrect.
PTWF acted immediately after this announcement to convince Vatican
officials to clarify this misconception, which they did three days later.

The Pope stood steadfast and resolute on demanding the recognition of
Jewish Catholic relations. Since this group would not budge on their
position, the results of negotiations have failed and the group remains
excommunicated from the worldwide Catholic Church. It should also be
noted that Bishop Williamson was thrown out of the Society because of his
bigoted and ignorant statements on the holocaust. May 11, 2009 Pope
Benedict XVI followed in his predecessor footsteps by returning to Israel.
During his visit he laid a wreath at Yad Vashem's memorial in Jerusalem,
and said that the Holocaust victims "lost their lives but they will never lose
their names."

May 2010 - PTWF brought the head of AIPAC to personally meet with the
pope to ask the Vatican to lodge a protest against the threats from Iran
against State of Israel. The Pope personally agreed to do this. Soon after
that meeting, the Vatican received a scathing letter back from the Iranian
government basically telling them to mind their own business.

March 2, 2011: Pope Benedict XVI Issued a sweeping exoneration of Jews
for the death of Christ in his Book "Jesus of Nazareth" released March 10.

In conclusion, when we follow that acts of these historic leaders of the
Roman Catholic Church, we can reach only one conclusion. Its unrelenting
commitment to improving and continuing Jewish Catholic reconciliation and
cooperation can only move forward no matter who the next pope will be.
As Jews we should try to embrace Catholics as brothers and sisters,
especially since the current level of anti-Semitism has increased worldwide
due to the biased media and extremist demonization. As Jews and Israelis
we need every friend we can get.

* * *

About the author: Gary Krupp is the co-founder and president of the Pave
the Way Foundation. The only non-sectarian organization in the world,
whose mission is to improve relations between the world's religions
through historic gestures of good and by identifying and eliminating
obstacles between the faiths. Mr. Krupp is the only Jewish man ever to
have been elected as an Officer Brother into the Anglican Order of St John
and Knighted into the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great
by Pope John Paul II and raised in rank by Pope Benedict XVI.

Page 3 of 4JewishPost.com - A Recent History of Papal Acts Impacting Jewish Catholic Relations. ...

03/07/2013http://www.jewishpost.com/news/a-recent-history-of-papal-acts.html








	JCOJOAGBPHKEJIFLKOECKLICDPOPFLEK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 599
	f2: rate_article
	f3: Off

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 9
	f2: modules.php?name=Surveys&op=results&pollID=9
	f3: Off

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: 599


	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 599
	f3: Reply

	f4: 


	KABCKGPAGNMBHDPFBCPNALFBANHNFKCP: 
	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: _xclick
	f2: webassist.dreamweaver.4_0_3
	f3: paypal@thejmca.com
	f4: Operation Faith
	f5: USD
	f6: http://thejmca.com/donationthanks.html
	f7: http://thejmca.com/donationcancel.html
	f8: paypal@thejmca.com
	f9: R-3WH47588B4505740X
	f10: ANNSXSLJLYR2A
	f11: 0
	f12: 0

	f13: 




